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5 Page 329, line 4, for rant read runs, 


337, — 19, after period inſert of the ion. 
342, — 3, for this read the of: 
34h —— 14, for MH read MR. _ | 
[347» note, after page add 2 2 8 

442, line 4 from bottom, for NMiaam read Nazim. 
463, — 4, for Ali read Runs. 5 
581, — 1, for pecular read peculiar. 
—. — 18, for have read has. - 
583, — 1, for were read was. 
— 15, for 1787 read 1785. 
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The Principle of the Company's Government 
at the Feria of the Acquifition. of the. 
Dewanee. ! 413 4 as x. 4 y CY 75 ; ith 


LoRD CLIVE Rated his opinion of che 
nature of this gonna: on a minute, 
dated October 28, 1765 .. As I am 
not a very young ſervant of the Com- 
pany, and have been twice honoured with 
the Preſidentſhip of this ſettlement, (Cal. 
cutta) 1 think I may, without vanity, 
preſiingy. that my knowledge is not in- 


| deen 9 hun cum tots, . 


. * 
* * ave? N 
=>. 
% X 2 
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| ferior to Mr. * * on the power and 1 | 
8 of a Governor. 


1 
i a © 1. ry 1. 18 
4 1 i 760 — 


0 « The 3 — 1 Go for the laws of 
my country will always prevent my ex- 
erciſing a military force to apprehend any 
Britiſh ſabje&, unleſs in caſes of a very 
| heinous nature, and when the offender 

might otherwiſe eſcape from the juſtice of 
a civil power, to whom he muſt of courſe 
be n up. 


« SLE ets 
dis I cannot... conſider them as Britiſh 
ſubjects; and the Court of Directors has 
cautioned us againſt putting our laws in 
execution on them. Were we to conſider 
them as Britiſb ſubjects, our political go- 
vernment would be at an end; the power 


| of the Governor and Council would be 


transferred to the Mayor's Court, and with 
it the whole authority of the Company, 
as if the charter for the eſtabliſhment of 
that Court had been obtained, to make the 
Mayor and Aldermen maſters over the 
Company. Beſides, were the natives with - 
in our diſtricts to be, on every occaſion, 


[ =]. | 

| ptaſccuttd by the laws of our country, 

the Inns of Court would hardly be able 

to ſupply us with a ſufficient number of 

lawyers; and the objection would never - 
thelefs rernain, that, if the Indians will 

not of their n accord comply with the 

forms of the laws of England, we have no 
night to compel them; for what they have 

ſad is true, that no Prince has power or 

authority over the ſubjects of another 

Prince, unleſs it be by reſiding in his 
dominions, or by voluntary conceſſions, 
conſent, &c.; and there are undoubtedly | 

inſtances where the Company's ſervants 
could not juſtify themſelves, if they were 
to admit the natives to the benefit of our 
laws, even at their own won, re 


2 The Conplaty? $ advantages and 1 
ſeſſions in India are maintained by the civil, 
joined with the military, power: the ad- 
miniſtration of their ſettlements, ſo far as 
reſpe&s. the ſubjects of Great Britain, is 
purely civil, except in ſuch caſes as come 
peculiarly. under the cognizance of martial 
hw but the civil adminiſtration has a 
right to command the affiſtance of the mi- 
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litary in ſecuring offenders. This is al- 
lowed of by the laws of England, and 
is frequently practiſed, thqugh the two 
powers there, are rather more diſtinct than 
in India: here the civil Governor has a 
commiſſion, as a commander in chief of 


| the forces, and, as ſuch, has power in him- 


ſelf to exerciſe a military force in ſupport 
of the civil. This is an inſtitution founded 
on a very wife and evident reaſon, for 
as the Governor muſt always have the ear- 
lieſt intelligence of matters relating to his 
government, and of importance to the 
public intereſt, it is neceſſary he ſhould be 
inveſted with the power of providing in- 
ſtantly for the ſecurity of the ſtate; nor 
can that power be dangerous to the liberty 
of the ſubject, whoſe military diſcipline is 
regulated upon the model of civil admi- 
nitration. © 1 26 


But we are not to imagine that cri- 

minal actions alone endanger our principle 
of government; it is endangered by licer- 
 tHiouſnefs, extortion, venality, by whatever 
eludes, though it may not totally ſubvert 
the laws: theſe, among numberleſs other 


oo 
ſervation of a Governor, and it is his duty 
to endeavour to eradicate them with very 


exemplary | ſeverity, when | occafion de- 


mands it. If in the execution of, his 
office he is guilty of oppreſſion towards 


any of His Majeſty's ſubje&s, an act of 


Parliament points out a legal mode of re- 
dreſs; if his oppreſſion falls on a ſubject, 


he, is ſtill amenable to juſtice. In any tri- 


fling cauſes, eſpecially againſt a Britiſh 
ſubject, a Governor will act merely as a 


Juſtice of the Peace, but in caſes which 


affect the Company's affairs, in caſes of a 
villainous nature between man and man, 
particularly extortion, which too happens 
among the natives of this deſpotic empire, 
whether ſupported or not by us; in caſes 
where the temper, moderation, the juſtice 


of the Company's government is con- 
cerned; in caſes of ſuch a nature, I ſay, 


a Governor will not only act as a Juſtice 
of the Peace, but as Governor: he will 
not only, as a Magiſtrate, commit to con- 


finement, but will, if he judge neceflary, 


as Commander in Chief, affume his mili- 


tary power to prevent the offender's eſ- 


t J 

cape. 7. A black man accuſed of a hei- 
nous crime, meditating an eſcape from 
juſtice, is confince to his houſe by a fe 
ſepoys, and upon this circumſtance alone 
Mr. , hke a true leader of party, 
thinks-it ncumbent on him to ſtand forth 
the champion of his injured country, de- 
claims upon the Brizzþ Conſtitution, * 
rights, military force, arbitrary | power, 
the hberty of the ſubject I demand, 
ſays be, that the guards be removed 
„ from the houſes of the inhabitants, that 
< not only I, but the whole ſettlement, 
<< Company's and our on concerns.” In 
a London newſpaper ſuch an harangue 
might ſerve to alarm weak minds, and 
draw recruits to the ſtandard of faction, 
but on the face of our confultations, where 
truth and facts are con ſpicuous, it muſt 
appear a falſehood of the moſt dangerous 
tendency, calculated to anſwer the worſt 
purpoſes—T therefore deſire on ora 
Wo 80 8 put, og. N 


By (bgned) © 8 or "Cuiva,” 


L 33 J 


Ftom the above minute we may know 
wan e tes Government at the period 


we may alſo, on equal certainty, ſtate the 
n <q the revenue ui 


The: caterer al See eee apts 
hem, applied to their territory, prior to, 
and at the period of, the acquiſition of the 


Dewannee, was a ſyſtematic deviation from 


the equity of the Moghul ſyſtem, as is 
fairly ſtated by Governor Hohwell in 0 
We extracts 3 


4 "a my a juſt eſtimate of the — 
and importance of theſe provinces, we. 


muſt conſider them at the period when 


they were governed by the younger 


Princes of the Blood Royal, and ſome 


years before after Khan's Soubahſbip, for | 
in his time they began to decline and 
decreaſe | in their worth, from rae + al- 


5 inveſtigated. 


p. 178. 
e vol. I. * 2. 


of the acquiſition of the Dewannee, and 


. Inerdding Hiſtorical Trans, 24 edit, Val. 45 
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From his demiſe, the country for a 
few years recovered and began to flouriſh, 
until within two years of the deceaſe of 
Sujah Khan, when, by the rapacity of 
. Hodjee Hamet, the Rajahs and Zemindars 
were again cruelly oppreſſed and plun- 
dered and were thereby diſabled from 


making good their contracts to Govern- 


ment; ſoon after that period commenced 
the uſurpation of Aliverdi Khan, that drew 
on the Mabratta invaſion, which oyer- 
whelmed the country in miſeries . every 
kind for 2 25 Nn 
Wot The peace which he — 5 3 
with theſe invaders in 1750 ſeemed for 
four or five years to promiſe reſtoration 
of vigour to this haraſſed country; but 
| Its ſhattered conſtitution was ſcarcely be- 
ginning to revive, when the raſh conduct 
/ of the ſucceeding young tyrant reduced it 
again to imminent peril, a juſt vengeance 
and neceſſity drew the Engliſh arms againſt 
him and his country, which produced a 
revolution fatal to himſelf and family — 
neceſſity again produced a ſecond revolu- 
tion — wantonneſs, a third - and when we 


E 94s } 
ſhall ſtop, time only will diſcloſe. A few 
individuals may benefit by this ſhifting 
ſyſtem; but the total ruin of the trade of 
the provinces, and to the Company, muſt 
manifeſtly, in the end, be the conſequence 
of this continued warfare, if not timely 
prevented, notwithſtanding the. flattering, 
fallacious ſucceſs of our arms.“ The 
country is capable of being reſtored under 
a proper ' ſettled goverument, and laſting 
peace; warfare ſwallows up new-acquired 
revenue, turns the heads, and bewilders 
the Company's ſervants from attention tg 
their mercautile buſineſs ; and the Direc- 
tion muſt labour under heavy embarraſſ- 


ments in conducting the two branches. of | 


war and trade“ A trading and a fighting 
Company is a two-headed monſter in na- 
ture that cannot exiſt long, as the expence 
and inexperience of the latter, muſt ex- 
ceed, confound, and deſtroy every profit 
or advantage gained by the former.” — 
Let us boldly dare to be Saubab ourſelves, 
our own terms have been more than once 
olive to us uy the Emperor as ſhould 


8 Intereſt Hie. Events, Vol. J. page 180. 
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ws longer heſitate to accept them? — we 
have not ſerupled to ſeize and poſſeſs part 
of his territory with violence; ſurely it 
would be more conſcientious, and more 
confiſtant with the laws of nature and 


nations, to hold the whole of theſe pro- 
. vinces under him by his own appointment. 


ey We cannot enough applaud the ſea- 
fonable meaſure of fending out Lord Clive, 
which we eftcem a happy event. I think 


the Public will not doubt this opinion to 


ariſe from a juſt regard to his Lordſhip's 
eharacter, as they know we lie under no 


obligations to that n that might 
5 excite our partiality.“ 


8 « To ſam up the whole, we venture to 


ſtake our credit and veracity on the aſſer- 


tion, that the two provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar will fully yield a revenue of eleven 

crores of rupees, or C. 1 3,750,000; if it yields 
_ ©  this/ under a deſpotic, tyrannical govern - 
ment in time of peace, and currency of 


trade, what may we not more expect from 
its ent undera mild W one “!“ 


N Tndereſt. Hiſtor, 5 oreggs 15 204. 


3 

_ Governor Holwell, in 1759, had con- 
vinced Lord Clive and the Board that his 
reaſons for the public ſale of the rents of 


the Company's lands by auction were unan- 


ſwerable; and the ſale was unanimouſly re- 


ſolved on: he explained the whole to John 


Payne, Eſq. the Chairman of the Board 


of Directors *. I had taken great pains 
to ferret out the real value of the lands, 
which was covered with almoſt impene- 


trable obſcurity and difficulty, By an eſti- 
mate 1 gave Colonel Clive at his return 


from the Patna expedition, I ventured to 


pronounce they would yield ſeven lacks and 


a half, and the total of their ſale on the 
13th July amounted to 7,65700 ſicca ru- 
pees per annum, excluſive of ſeveral reſerves 
in favour of the Company, ſuch as a con- 
ſiderable tract of land taken from the ger- 


gumnabs adjoining Calcutta, to extend its 
bounds, and all the advantages reſulting 
from holding the royalties and judicial pro- 


ceedings, &c. in our on hands on the 


Company's account: ſo. that I judge the 
whole er of theſe lands (the before- 


e Hier, Events, Vol. L 9. 23% 
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mentioned. reſerves included) will be an- 
nually between nine and ten "lacks, the 
ſum I gueſſed, when in conference with 


ln in 1 on the e one 


£ - any 


6, Methibks 1 hag you cry out, tic 


the devil became of this difference laſt 


year ? as it "muſt have been colleQed, be- 
yond a doubt; or from whence can this 
advance anſwer to the preſent farmers ! 
The anſwer is eaſy and obvious; the dif- 
ference fell ſhort in its way to the Com- 
pany's treaſury, by the ſelf-ſame roads 


your former revenues were diſſipated, prior 


to the reform of your Zemindary. As your 
former Zemindars eduld not juſtly be deem- 


ed culpable in that caſe, from the frequent 


change of poſt, ſo in the preſent no blame 


properly falls on your collector, the truſt 
being too extenſive for any one man exiſt- 


ing; and though frauds are equally ob- 
vious from the extraordinary inereaſe at a 
public ſale, from farmers ſubje& to every 
poſſible check and reſtraint that can either 


prevent their debaſing their lands or op- 
preſſing the tenants, yet there is a moral 
certainty or profit to him, at the expira- 


1 319 1 
tion .of three years, and that they will 
then yield a farther increaſe to the Com- 


« J will clear up a circumſtance that 
poſſibly may be cauſe of wonder to you; 
by what means I ne at ou real ee | 


SK] I 1 firſt "I 1 had {long fin full 
conviction that the ſame ſyſtem of fraud 
and chicane ran through every Zemindary 
of the provinces, and from a general kngw- 
ledge of the country granted tö us, it ap- 
peared to me aſtoniſhing they ſhould yield 
no more 'than was brought to the Com- 
pany's credit, at the cloſe of the year in 
April 1758, when ſo ſmall a territory as 

Calcutta produced, on a ſcrutiny and re- 
form, an increaſe of 73 to 80, ooo ſicca 
rupees per annum. I tried various means 
to trace out a fatisfaftory reaſon, and to 
account to myſelf for it, but without ſuc- 
ceſs, until I learnt by accident that three 
or four of the old flandards, employed as 
tax gatherers and writers in the pergunnabs, 
had been diſmiſſed at the inſtigation of the. 
neww operators: I ſent privately for one or 


Ton] 
two of che moſt creditable of chem, and 
inquired into the cauſe of their diſmiſſion, 
and this brought on an opening of che 


| whole ſcene, and gave me a ſufficient foun- 


_— SA Pn my: Letter of os Erth 


*„ . | xl 
t — _— 1 
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| 25 No « Thus bes es you — of the 


[ſhall doſe: it with this ind, that the 
fame chain of frauds runs through the 


vbole empire, but more particularly in 


theſe provinces, to the heavy annual lofs 
of the Crown, a circumſtance which-may, 


ina future, favourable conjuncture, be well 
worth conſideration ;-at preſent we have 
but to aſk and to have a more eafy acqui- 


ſition of the Soubahdary than we bave al- 
ready obtained of the Pergunnahs, but the 
times (1759) are not yet ripe for ſo great 
a graſp, nor have we ſufficient ſtrength to 
hold it; though it is certain, were we 


ae ere of . e dg N 11 


1 n Hig. Leena. Vol, L to. * „ 


| y Efq. and Council, p. 226 ; and farther detail of 
the value of the . under different manage. 
ment, . „P. 216. and 
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would. receive more than double the re- 
venues theſe provinces ever produced to 
him, and the Eaſt - India Company would 
become in a ſhort time the richeſt a . 
agen in the world 5. 


. On. a 5 and attentive 5 of 
my third chapter +, it will be obvious, 
from the whole tenor of it, that it is cal - 
culated to incite you to attempt the poſ-, 
ſeſſion of this country in truſt for the Em- 
peror, and thereby put a period to a diſ- 
tructive and inadequate war: but can you | 
imagine I excite you to this from the con-/ 
ſideration of the worth of the provinces, 
according to the rates ſtanding on the 
King's books ?.. no; it is from the confi- 
deration of their real value and actual pro- 
duce, and the farther confideration of how. 
much this produce would certainly | bei in- 
creaſed under an Engliſh OP 
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% You have been told, gentlemen, that 
the revenues of Bengal are rated in the 
King's books under three crores of ſieca 
rupees; if it is ſaid the lands are ſo rated, 
vou have been told the truth; theſe only 
go into the Royal Treaſury, and, to the 
beſt of my "remembrance, are rated two 
erores ſeventy-five. or ſeventy-ſix hcks, 
and fome odd, thouſands rupees. Ought 
this information, without looking farther, 
to be taken as a proof of my exaggeration? 
when my eſtimate exprefly includes the rents 
of the lands, and the revenues arifing from 
their produce, which I have eſtimated con- 
Junctiy at eleven crores, and now proceed 
to the proof“, reſting it upon what thofe 
converſant in your affairs in India will ad- 
mit to be an indiſputable fact, that the 
lands throughout the provinces N 
a r value to 0 others” | 


I repeat then, _ ini on my 1 
that excluſive of the royalties, upon an 
obvious and fair caleulation, the whole 
lands of the three. PLOFIRCER have. never 


0 "COP of the value of the bn, Intereſt 
Hiſt. Events, p. 216. 
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yielded leſs than 11 crores 45,000 foes 
rupees per annum ; and deducting for Oriſfa 


1 crore and a half, at which the lands and 


fevenues of that province ate uſually eſti- 
| mated, there will remain nine crores and a 
half for Bengal and Bahar, to which annex 
the royalties, and they will more that 
make good the above deduction for Oriffa. 


Though I have, in my general eſtimate, 
confined myſelf to the conſideration of the 
known and eftabliſhed rents and revenues 
of the provinces, yet the extra tems ee. 
tified above no leſs conſtitute a part of their 
value, and though thefe items have for 4 
long courſe of. years' been concealed and 
embezzled from the government, that is 2 
no reaſon why they may not 7 future be 
brought to account by a Britiſh Soubah at 
the head of it, an event which 1 will fill 
hope i is not far ile 0 


Governor Hotwell concludes his Letter 
tothe DireQors, Dectitibet, I 176 5*, « witty 


„ Intting Ki Ein 24 edit. Vol. . Li a. 
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2 few anecdotes relative to the lands and 
"revenues of veel. a 
095 © The rents of the ee are the pro- 
perty of the Emperor, in conſequence of 
which he has a royal Dewan in every 
Soubabdary, but there is always a good un- 
derſtanding between the Dewan and the 
Soubah ; they never are at a loſs in preten- 
ding reaſons for the rents falling ſhort, 
though the whole is ſtrictly and fully col- 
lected: what is diverted from the royal 
treaſury is divided between the Dewan and 
the Soubah, of which the r W 

| takes the lion's. ſhare. det 


Wo. 8 « Though the: atnount a4 the: rents on 
| the King's books is near three crores a year, 
yet the higheſt ſtipulation made with the 

Eraperor was one crore one lack one thou- 
ſand one hundred and one rupees, by the 
Soubah Soujah Khan, and this was regu- 
larly remitted to the royal treaſury until 
. the uſurpation of  Aliverdi. He, on pre- 
tence of the diſtreſſes of the provinces, 
(to which diſtreſſed ſtate he himſelf had 
broug bt them) made a new ſti pulation of 


@ = 
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ffty-two lacks per annum, to which he paid 
no regard longer than the Vizier Monſoor 
Ali Khan's army was within a few days 
march of Patna, A. D. 1750 ; nor has the 
royal treaſury benefited a vx and from 2 
Seen e nde that ener R * 


een eſtabliſhed News . rent is three 
ſicea rupees per Begah *, about one third 
of an Englith acre, throughout the empire: ; 
but Aliwerdi Khan made the firſt innovation 
in this eſtabliſhed law, and aſſeſſed the 
land four annas-ſicca, or a quarter of a ru- 
pee, upon each Begah, on pretence of the 
Chout paid to the Mahrattas, and raiſed 
the rents of the Rajabs and Zemindars in 


that proportion; theſe had no other means 


of reimburſing themſelves but by levying 
it on 150 RNs and they hy rt on the 
anon | 


LNG —_—— Y, " gs were, on va- 
rious pretended exigencies, at different pe- 


riods, aſſeſſed to ten ſixteenths of a rupee, 


though every additional tax on land above 


© 
* ö 8 89 
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three rupees per annum is contrary to the 
ſtanding law of the empire, which, until 
Aliverdt's time, had en n Do and 
dishes. | | | 
_ * year 1732, your Governor 
and Council had in agitation the raiſing the 
rents of your own Cemindary , Calcuita, 
which, being rumored abroad, they recei- 
ved a peremptory Perwannab from the 
Seubab forbidding them, in which the Su- 
bah told them that they were preſuming 
to do a thing which he himſelf had not 
power to do, and that if they perſiſted 
they would, by the /awws of the Wan 
| ; HM their lend, 


en ds Nav WR PR empire in lening 
the lands are. manifold ; for inſtance, the 
Rajah and Zemindars, by private compact 
with the Soubab's officers, who are charged 
with the management of this department, 
obtain more lands than by their Sunnuds 
(or grants which are commonly called 
Pottabs) appear, and conſequently pay no 
rent to the King for the ſurplus land. 

- . The ſame artifice is praQtiſed between the 
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Dewans of the Rajahs and Zemindars, and 
the Iardars or farmers, and the tenants 
(Reyut) or common Pottah-holders under 
them, by bribing the officers of the Jum- 
nabundy and thoſe entruſted with the nea- 
ſurements of the lands, that they may en- 
joy the benefit of the ſurplus land: and I 
may juſtly aver, there is not a tenant in 
Hinagſtan but paſſeſſes and occupies a grea- 
ter quantity of land than his Pottah ex: 
preſſes, conſequently it is the tenant ( Ręyut) 
that ultimately enjoys the benefit of the 
ſurplus land, thus gained by corruption 
from the Soubab's miniſters, while the 
King ſpecifically ſuffers in his rents. It 
extremely well anſwers the tenants (Reyups) 
- purpoſe to poſſeſs, if he can, by a ſmall 
bribe, more land than he pays for, becauſe 
himſelf and his heirs enjoy the profit of 
it for perpeturty ; ſince, by a fundamental 
law of the empire, their Pottabs are irre- 
vocable as long as they pay the rent rate 
in them reſpectively; and ſo tender and 
indulgent are the laws of Hindoftan in this 
particular, that no tenant forfeits his land 
before be has failed in his paymests twelvg 


e 
mont bs, though the land tax by the ſame 
las is to be Paid n "_ months. 


706 This 9050 of uncl or pitloaing 
the land from the King and the Soubah has 
been practiſed time out of mind; and it is 
quite in point to mention a flagrant inſtance 
that appeared in the year 1753, when, in 
conſequence of the general ſcrutiny made 
| by your order in your Zemindary of Cal. 
cutta, it was demonſtrated that in your 
ſmall diſtrict, upon a favourable new mea- 
ſurement of your land, there were near 500 
Begabs ſecreted/ in this way and fraudu- 
| lently enjoyed by your tenants, for which 
you had received no ground rent from your 
being inveſted with the Zemindary, of this 
you may be convinced by turning to your 
Jummabundy, or regiſter of your lands, 


ſubſequently by me tranſmitted to you. 


As you, gentlemen, have by that meaſure- 
ment gained 500 Begahs' of ground upon 
a poſſeſſion of 6, 200, you may judge from 
thence what an aſtoniſhing additional re- 
venue would ariſe to you, when Soubah 
of the provinces, from a neu though ſauou· 
rable meaſurement of the whole lauds. 


* 
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is this country are retained in the propri- 
etor's hands, that is, not farmed out, one 
univerſal chain of roguery rans througli 


the whole, as well as in the rents of the 


lands, and there is a fellow-feeling between 
every one employed in the collections, from 
the Dewan to the loweſt Moree or writer, 
and this the Rajabs and Zemindars, the 
great proprietors of the land, are no more 
exempt from than the Compauy is, not- 
withſtanding the utmoſt integrity of their 
covenanted ſervants : but I have fo clearly 


traced and laid open the nature of thoſs 


frauds, ' which are ſimilar throughout the 
empire, in my ſtate of the Company's re- 


venues Zemindary, dated December 15. 


1752, that I need not trouble you further 
on hs ua e chan to refer you thereto.” 


FA another en an Holwell* 


mentions an anecdote which recalls the at- 


tention of Great Britain to the right of 


the natives of the Bengal provinces ; that 


when the Hindoo Rajahs, or Princes of 


* Intereſting Hiſt, Events, Vol. I. p# 37. 


When the revenues ariſing from the kinds 85 


Hindoſtan ſubmitted ta Tamerlane, it was 
expreſsly ſtipulated that the Emperors 
ſhould never impgſe the Ann, or n 
1 PS fe Wen, 


Bu ta foo Suing an- PE Fe 
{ | native. voucher of the peculiar rights and 
cuſtams of Bengal and Bahar, I ſhall, in 
this place, inſert extracts from the Ayeen 
Atberry u:. —In the Soubab of Bengal the 
? ſubjects are very obedient to Government, 5 
and pay their annual rents in eight months 
by inſtallments, themſelves bringing Ma- 
Furs and Rupees to the places appointed 
for the receipt of the revenues, it not be- 
ing cuſtomary in this Soubah for the Huſ- 
' _ bandmenand Government to divide the orops. 
Greain is always cheap, and the produce of 
the lands is determined by Nuſſut : His 
Majeſty has had the goodneſs to confirm 
rthoſe cuſtoms. —the term Nufſub is ex- 
plained in the article relating to the duties 
of the Collector of Revenues, and connects 
the cuſtom of Bengal and Bahar under the 
e EC Run in 2 8855 


=, van 
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does reer ſigniſies grain, and the 
meaning of Koot is conjecture or eſtimate: 
the way is this, the land is meaſured with 
the crops ſtanding, and which are eſtima- 
ted by inſpection ; thoſe who are conver- 
fant in the buſineſs ſay, that the calcula- 
tion can be made with the greateſt exatt= 
neſs ; if any doubt ariſe, they weigh the 
produce of any given quantity of land, 
conſiſting of equal proportions of good, 
middling, and bad, and form a compara · 
tive eſtimate therefrom . The Neſ- 
fuck is the eſtimate of aſſets of revenue 7 


The Sade of Bahar. It is not 
e in Bahar to divide the crops; 
the Huſbandman brings the rents himſelf, 
and when he makes his firſt payment he 
comes n in his beſt aue 4. 

This den og made up yo ers 1 
length, as far as poſſible to enable every 
one to draw his own concluſions, it will 

50 | 
. | Ayeen ee Val. I. p. 379 e 

t Lid. p. 381. * 

1 Bis. +; Who oa, 5 


Ts 


8e neceſſary to make ſome very ſhort bob 
ſervations to reſcue this period from haſty 
net mga va the ee n Wn: 


4 £0 4 


bY 


5 Prios to the acquiſition of ts Wusel, 

the Company, in the management of their 
handed territory, did not feel 'a common 
intereſt in the rights of the natives, nor of 
the” Moghul, nor in the conſequences of 
their trade on the general proſperity of the 
ö country. Governor Hoſtel! and the Com- 
pany only conſidered how much _ could 
gt the” ſcramble.” Yoni $112 c1%.. 


5 30 Lord Clive, with in abiliy and decifion 
which marked his character, and a judi- 
ceeious uſe of the technical term Dewan, 
acquired an empire, and combined a com- 
plex government, capable of being thus 
kept together by power as abſolute as that 
of the Moghul, and by ability eminent 
as his own, until an avowed ſovereign 
could be held forth to reſcue the country 
from the inevitable abuſes of nominal ſo- 
vereignty. The minute above recited ſhews 
Lord Clive to be ſenſible of the difficulty 
and peril to which his ſyſtem was expoſed, 
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but he did wonders in graſping for Great 
Britain an empire which his abilities had 
bein within his reach. 105 


9220 
"2.14 


| Reform: mereaks 0 of this e o 


which, for the purpoſes of good and per- 
manent ſyſtem for Britiſh India, we ſhall 
often recur, | more for inſtruction than 


i 


imitation, we muſt remember the coneur- 


rent ph of F rance, and the r of 


Bu b V Airy ent 6 
1 > 9 40% 
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firſt. European power that trained the na= 
tives of India to regular diſcipline; as well 


as the firſt who ſet the example of acqui- 


ring territorial poſſeſſions, of any great 
extent, in India®, in which they have 
been ſo ſucceſsfully: followed by the Eu- 
glith.” In another part of his Memoir, 


with a liberality of ſentiment, and a love 


of truth which guides the pen of that i in- 
valuable geographer, Major Rennell informs 
us that, had it not been for the marches 


of M. Buſy (the only monument remain- 


. Rennelbs Memoir, Introd. p- xei. 


| ing jealous of Buſs fame. It will always | 
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ing to the French nation of their formet 
ſhort-lived influence and power in the De- 
can) the geography of thoſe parts would 
have been extremely imperfect; but they 
extend through more than four degrees of 
latitude, and more than five of longitude.” 
Mr. Grant examined in detail the financial 
plans of Mr. Buſy in the Decan, inter- 
fupted by his being recalled ſuddenly itits 

— Carnatic by Lally, juſtly aecuſed of be- 


be an honour to the Britiſh name, that the 
character of that great man, M. Buffy, has 
been reſcued from the nibblers at his fame, 
by Mr. Orme's inveſtigation of his military 
d gd political career by Mr. Rennell in his 
_ geographical—and by Mr. Grant in his fi- 
nancial plans: and it will be gratifying to 
every Engliſhman, that an Engliſh Chve, 
t ability, deciſion, and ſucceſs,' ſhould live 
pteertunent in the page of hiſtory ; and it 
is no fmall confirmation of Mr. Grants 
opinions, that, on a plan ſimilar to his 
own, Buffy intended nr the er 
of Hauer itt fun. e 


tas 1 


5 A . I. 


Hav del the priveipteet TY 
ment and revenue at the period of the ac- 
quiſition of the Dewannee, we muſt enu- 
'  *merate the financial experiments of the De«. 
wan, under the orders of very teſpectable 
and able fervants of the Company, to,whoſs 
| lot it fell to endeavour to combine alt the 
profits of the Moghul, the peculations of 
the Svnbub, to a rack. rent of the territory, 
by a revenue? adminiſtration ſuppoſed to 
correſpond with the Moghul ſyſtem, ſup⸗ 
ported by the force of the Britiſh arms. 
The veil of a nominal government natu- 
rally threw the whole of the detail into 
the hands of native managers; and the 
above extracts from Governor Holwell ſhew 
how little the natives had to expect from 
the moderation in the demands of Bririſh 
management, and how difficult it was to 
inveſt] gate the native forms or inſtitutions, 
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Mr. Grant admits * that Lord Clive could 
not have found a more reſpectable Muſſul- 
man than Mahomed Reza Khan, a more 
expe rienced Hindoo than Rajoh Doolubram, 
nor a more intriguing and ſkilful manager 
of the complex and involved obſcurity of 
Indian finance; that Rada Kunt Simgh, the 


. + elder. brother of Gunga Govind, father of 


Fraen Kijhen ; yet under their manage- 
| ment every ſource of information was 
fs completely ſtopped, and Aucceſlive govern. 
ments have been foiled in every, net to 
err ee their Plans”. 5 


* 5 5 the firſt — of the a, 
or M. R. Khan's adminiſtration, the veil 
of nominal Moghul government was ſtrict- 
ly adhered to; but the Company's govern- | 
ment, after a very ſhort trial, found its 
profits not correſponding. to their expecta - 
tions, to which, indeed, they themſelves 
do not ſeem to have placed limits. The 

ſubject was taken up in Parliament, and a 

| mier of the Houſe of Commons en- 


77 53 


„ Analyſis of the Revenues of Bengal, Ils. | 
W * z F.&2 5 N 22 25 * > of” 133 


1227 ] 


deavoured to develop che intricacy of the 
double government in Britiſh India frem 


the Reports of which Committee, in 177, 
1773; and Mr. Grant's Analyfis f the Re- 


venues of Bengal in 1785, any diligent . 


financier [may aſcertain. the innovations 
artfully introd uced in the revenue ſyſtem 


of the Bengal provinces at this period, 


both in the definition of perſons and things, : 


to tender the Moghul ſyſtem unintelligible, 
and to cover their peculation from the poſ- 
ſible control of the Company; or, if in 
candor we can give to the native admuni- 
ſtration the colour of pious fraud, to ſave 
their countrymen from the avarice of their 
new conquerors, and to obtain the excluſive 
direction of the internal government. 
EEE 4 


"CHAP, I... F pL 


| Second Period Dewannge. ERS! 


Us DER all this 5 Fe artificial con- 


fuſion began the ſecond period by Mr. 
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Grant called Provincial Adtniuiſtration: a 


Jummabumy of the Deuumy lands | was 


ſettled with Zemindarr by the Council of 
Revenue at Moor/bedabad in 1771 to aid 


and control Emgi/b faptroifors, then re- 


cently appointed to act iu the laſt year of 


{ 


Fg 


the Naur of M. R. Khan; they depended 


chiefly on him fer official information, and 


tem. Nr. Hafings at this period was called 
on to produce an oſtenſible plan, which is 
recorded in detail in che Reports of the 


- Commattee of Secrecy of the Houſe of 
Commonsz the occaſion aroſe from the 
neceſſuy of putting a period to the native 
adminiftration, under the veil of double 


government, impenetrable even to the Pro · 


prietors and Directors“. The Bengal Go- 
vernment was informed that the Com- 
pany have determined to and forth as 
Duan + ; the ſervants employed 1n the 
colleQions ſhall be ſtiled Callectors inſtead 
of the preſent appellation of Superviſors: 


2 fixed Drevan to be nominated by the 


; „Enn Iod 6h Rep: Dorn Sect, P. POE 
| + Letter of the Directors per Lapwitg, par. Ta. 


1 39 ] 
Board; lands to be let for five years, and 
to confiſt of an entire Pergunnab, not ex- 
ceeding one lack of rupees; the Bundebuſt 
to be made by a Committee of the Board in 
a" circuit” ibe province: theſe were the 
outlines of the revenue plan; it was im- 
mediately executed, and the plan of ſet- 
tlement for five years, excluſive of the 
form of leaſe by auction, ſeems generally 
modelled to the Bundebu of 1765; and 
its improved amount, by Mr. Grant's calcu- 
lation, exceeded Caſim Alis net Malgooxary 
ba euveg _—_ e e CONT #1 


The Bate proſpatis which” were 
held forth, and had influenced the mea- 
ſure of appointing a Committee of Circuit, 
with powers to make a five years ſettle- 
ment with temporary farmers or renters 
of the revenues, ſoon vaniſhed, 'and cloſed 
the farming ſyſtem ; for inſtead of profit, 
there enſued alarming diminution of re- 
venue, joined to an increaſed expenditure, 
without a poſſibility to foreſee or preſeribe 


2 limit to the miſchief. The Zemindars, 


excluded from the functions of their office 


in in collecting the rents from the _— 
2 2 


|| fary for all Hindeſtan; while another ſet of 


larger than they could have enjoyed in the 


ae) 


which gave i in the pate; : 
excuſed themſelves from performance of 
their zufticiary duties, whereby, in all the 
principal towns, Moorſbedabad, Pains, 
Dacca, | Houghly,. Purneab, Rajemal, &c. 
the Soubahdar himſelf, his Naib, and Fou- 
gedars, reſided with ſalaries, ſtipends, and 
allowances, more than ſufficient to ſupport 
all the tribunals of criminal juſtice neceſ- 


individuals was inveſted with the rauk. and 
_ dignity of thoſe officers,” with appointments 


moſt ſplendid periods of the Moghul go- 
vernment. This /impolitic expence and 
parade to the delegates f | Britiſh admini- 
ſtration, diverted the reſpect of the natives 
from the Britiſb to their native agents, 
who, to increaſe their patronage and pro- 
fits, ſuggeſted leſſer Faugedary tribunals, 
and had the art to continue theſe Fougedary 
incumbrances, even aſter the Zemingars 
were reinſtated in their full juriſdictions, 
when all ſhould have reverted to Mme for · 
mer order. ; 
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HAP. IV. 
The frond Period, correfied by As of Par- 
Lament. Ns 


= this Rane was the nei! of rebenbe 
management when the Legiſlature of Great 
Britain preſcribed an amendment; a Su- 
preme Civil Government, a Supreme Court 
of Judicature, a limitation of the Com- 
pany's dividend, an aſſumption of three 
fourths of the ſurplus of the net re- 
venues in behalf of the nation, and the 
ſeparation of the revenue from the com- 
mercial department, were the principal 
features of Lord North's plan for the 
better adminiſtration of Britiſb India, to 
preſerve it for Great Britain, after he 
had ably aſſerted the rights of the State 
againſt the claims of the Company to the 
territory. At the expiration of the five 
years ſettlement of the Committee of Cir- 
cuit, Mr. Haſtings, profiting by experience, 
wiſhed to revert to the conſtitutional ſyſ- 
tem of Moghul ſettlement on the beſt in- 
formation he could obtain; his real diffi- 
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culty, his miſtruſt of Ameens and convic- 
tion of abuſes, and of an exiſting regular 
| ſyſtem in the country, by this produc- 
tion a Kurcha* of a Reyut ſhould be 
taken eollectively with the acknowledge- 
ment which cloſes Mr. Haftings' minute 
of the 12th November, 4776, I am not 
prepared to. propoſe. a complete plan, and 
decline giving a premature and partial 
opinion while I am profeſſedly ſeeking for 
the grounds which are to determine it , 
they fully evince the mind of the Gover- 
nor General, and the motive of his expe- 
riment. To Nr. Francis it appeared, ou 
the contrary, that there was no neceſſity 
for the interpoſition of Government be- 


5 tween the Zemindar and, Reyut ; if they 


are left to themſclves they will ſoon come 
to an agreement, in which each party will 
find his advantage t; we have no ſafer 
rule to direct us, chan the actual receipts 
of the three laſt years, . becauſe they ſhew 
bet the actual ſtate of lands; * that Go- 


Wee gat make an ſtars for 


17 
» Power current. 


; + Mr. Francis' Original Minus, F: OY 
T id. page 5s. 
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permanent eſtabliſhmant, civil and mili- 
taty, and inveſtment, with a reaſonablo 


allowance of ſurplus to anſwer the poflible. 
exceſs of diſburſements beyond the effi- 
mate; that the revenue of 1776 of itſelf 
would leave 4 ſufficient ſurplus to provide 
for unforeſeen emergency, and ſo far from 
wiſhing to increaſe it, he conceived it 
would be neceſſary to remit part of it in 
the future collections, leſt. the accumula- 


ting ſurplus ſnould abſorb all the ne 


ml __ of the country. 1 


NN 
lade e e to enter farther into 


the controverſy, than to ſtate that whatever 


degree of rivalſhip or perſonal animoſity 


unfortunately exiſted between Mr. Haftmgs 


and Mr. Francis, the point of political dif- 
ference in 1766 appears limited to the 


revenue ſyſtem. Mr. Francis agreed that 


the appointment of the Naib Subah was a 
proper beginning, which the propoſed 


farther inveſtigation of the Fougedary and 


Zemindary juriſdiction might render appli- 
cable to the country and to the reduced 
ſtate of the Zemindars; but to Mr. Haſ+ 


tings' plan of ſettlement Mr. Francis op- 


3 II = 
— * 
2 — — — > 


— r 
— 2 


vl 
= i y 
1 
Ss 
y 
5 
— 
9 
+ 
. * 
xz 
* | 
Al 
1 
1 
3 
"1 
'S% 
+ | 
£5 
* q F- 
= 
14 
1 
j 
. ] 
} * 
1 
j 
14 
: 4 
14 
"| 
a 4 3 
* 
4 1 
v8 
« a 
8 
1 
1 
F! 
| 
b it 
7 
"vi 
i 
wy | 
'F 
iN 
oe 
41 
+'B 
Wy 
: 
$ " 
: 


65 
\ 


L 
poſed with an acknowledged want of 
ern entire dependance on the 
ſingle principle of permanency to ren- 
der unequal aſſeſſment, and an abſo- 
lute dependance of the Reyut on the Ze- 
mindar, unproductive of inconvenience. 
The original minutes and the plan of ſet- 
tlement of Mr. Francis, I may again revert 
to; but at this period it is ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that Mr. Haſtings Aumeen plan 
was adopted, and the reſult of that 
ſettlement certainly produced only a 
larger remiſſion of the diminiſhed Fumma 
of M. H. Khan, a farther increaſe of 


charges, farther diminution of income, and 
balances as large as ever. Mr. Grant has 
inveſtigated in detail the accounts of this 
period; and he makes it evident that the 


whole of theſe conſequences were imputa- 
ble to the want of a f em founded on fixed 
principles of finance applicable to the ſtate 
of the country, and not merely to caſual 
increaſe of charges; for the income of the 


. Soubabh, collected from Zemindars and far- 
mers, or the Malgoozary, is demonſtrated 


to have been /e/5, even where the coun⸗ 


try was improved, and where the Reyuts 
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ON Began tg. | 
Government, more than they paid on'the 
higheſt "ſtandard of former years; ſtill the 
balances increaſed, and appeared to grow, 

in the inverſe proportion to irregular, 

injudicious full remiſſion of the eee | 
dues of he eee 


ö lr dein the revenue arrangements, 
which engaged the controverſial talents of 
Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Francis, I men- 
tioned that the Fougedary ſyſtem, by the 
appointment of a Naib Soubah, or Deputy 
Soubah, was not objected to by Mr. Francis: 
this department, including all the criminal 
juſtice of the country, was not 'wantonly 
| taken up for the purpoſe of reform by Mr. 

_ Haſtings, any more than the Revenue De- 
partment; Parliament had appointed a 
Supreme Court of Judicature by the act 
1773 *; on the ſuppoſition that a Mayor's 
Court would not be adequate to the ad- 
miniſtration of the provinces. It is not 
neceſſary to ſtate the conſequences of Bri- 
ti up Tm 0 of che King" s writs Se d 


* vie AR 13 Geo. III. cap. 63 ſec. 14. 


- 


4 


\ 
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eurrency through the provinces ; or of the 


application of the law to perſons. ignorant 


of European proceſs, and themſelves un- 
defined by Britiſb Governors; it is enough 


to obſerve, that, ſo early as March, 1776, 


the majority of the Supreme Council of 
Calcutta confirmed the opinion of Mr. Ve. 
relft, that Bengal could not be held by Bri- 
4b laws, adminiſtered to the natives by 
the Judges of His Majeſty's Supreme 
Court of Judicature &; and farther ſatis- 
factory demonſtration of the neceſſity of 


- conſtant reference to Sunnud, for the pur- 


poſe of correct definition, appears in Mr. 
Grant's ſtatement of the proceedings of 
"Ea in the caſes of Zumurut. 


Fbe Legiſlature of Great: Arias was 
ſow: inattentive to the confuſion it had oc- 
caſioned, and, in 1781, took the beſt 


meaſure, as a preliminary to more effectual 


regulation, to grant 4 general indemnity. 


* G. III. cap. 418 ne ene 


ke » » Mr. Francis * wht 8 41+ 


| 1 Inquiry into Zemindary tenures.  Debrett, 1790, 
p. 9. and Appendix, No. 4, C. P. E, F, G. H. 


"Do 1 
_ as in che late diſſentions between the 1. 
aer, eren bee | 
Bengal many things have been done not 
« juſtifiable by the ſtrict rules of the law," 
it is farther enaded that ** the ſaid Go- 
% vernor General and Couneil, and Ad- 
« vocate General, and all perſons acting 
« under. their authority, are ſeverally and 
„ jointly, ſo far as relates to the reſiſtance 
« to any proceſs, of the Supreme Court, 
« indemnified and ſaved harmleſs,” &c, 
And by ſection $ of the ſame act, it is 
enacted, that the Supreme Court ſhall 
« not have or exerciſe any juriſdiction in 
« any matter concerning the revenue, or 
« concerning. any act or acts done in the 
e callection thereof, according to the uſage 
« and practice of the country, or the re · 
« gulations of the Governor General and 
% Council. And by ſec. 9 it was farther 
| enacted, that no perſon ſhall be ſubject 
_ to the juriſdiction of the Supreme Court 
<« on account of his being a land-owner 
« or farmer of land; this was connected 
with the other clauſes of the ſame act in- 
ſerted at length ®, which guarantee the 
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points 


fr 1 
rights and authorities of fathers of families 


and maſters of families, according as Hey 


might have been exerciſed reſpectively, by 
Gentu or Mahomedan law a. And it muſt 


be particularly atteuded to, that the act of 


1781 reduced the n nat Court of Judi- 
cature, inſtituted in 1 773. nearly to the 


limits of juriſdiction of the Mayor's Court, 


according to its original charter ſtill exiſt- 


ing at Madras and Bombay; but the forms 
and inereaſed expence incident to the great 


ſcale of the Supreme Court, perhaps ne- 
ceſſarily, have Wan ona to > the _ 
"_ e ung IO 2H 


Py on” - 
* - 


1 . re at the 0 the Direc- 


5 tors ſtood forth as Dewans, the commer- 


cial and revenue departments were intended 


to be diſtin; it was obvious at that pe- 


riod that the landed: revenue was the baſis 
of the commercial and political greatneſs 


of the Company, and having ſeen that 


the Revenue Department alone had abſor- 
r the n n deen of the Govern- 
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ment, it is not therefore ſurprizing that 
no one of the plans intended to render the 
country proſperous had been attempted: 
the ſubſidiary principle which, in 1773, 
ſucceeded the unjuſt auctioneering practice 
of farming, on the avowed principle of 
collecting as much as poſſible from the 
country, has. fully employed the ta- 
lents of Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Francis, and 
Sir John Shore and Mr. Law, who all have, 
and they profeſs to bave, the ſame ſubſſdiary 
principle, of forming a ſettlement to the 
amount, which, from paſt experience and 
conjecture (expreſsly excepting actual mea» 
ſurement aud actual valuation) they ſeve- 
rally, in honour and conſcience, believe 
the country. capable. of paying into the 
Exchequer, without a poſſibility of out- 
ſtanding balances; it is therefore neceſſary 
to reſcue that period of Lord North's ad- 
miniſtration from obloquy, by ſtating an 
extract of ſome ſpeculations, and practi- 
cable means of giving proſperity: to _Bri- 
iſh India, compoſed: by Sir James Stewart, 
at.. the. deſire; of the Eaft-India Com- 
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Method prope Hs 8 James Steuart * 
© extending Circulation 25 * en — Pa. 
Per ant 4s in en, 

Lim us now Kippolt'th dike ale Ubi of 

the drains which tend to diminiſh'the cut- 

rent coin of Bengal have been pointed out, 
and that the methods for rectifying the 
abuſes have been underſtood as hints for 
making more accurate diſcoveries upon the 
true ſtate ' of theſe important objects: the 
next objects of inquiry are, the proper 
methods for accelerating circulation; for 
wy eee the circulation of the © coin 


$4 1 
e. 


* Ale b id c ae ebe 
ſeller's ſtates that it was not publiſhed, but circulated 
by the Directors in 17732 to particular perſons. 


0 ( 35 1 e 
you have, you virtually increaſe the quans 


tity of it; that is to ſay, a leſs quantity 
will be W for ene the ſame 
Fun 6 | f 


The giebt + ates of canons | in ——_ 
meta ſtares, and in Bengal like the reſt, 
is the collection of the public revenue, 
and the expenditure of it;  promptitude; 
and punctuality in this particular, work _ 
ſtrongly by W u WP every 2 
tranſaction. | | 
| The F. of Bengal are, FRE 
ſpeaking, the land rents of the country ; 
theſe, have at all times been let in farm by 
the ſovereign, to. Subas, Nabobs,. and the 
greater ſubjects, who, paying a fixed tri- | 
bute to the Prince, parcelled out their diſ- 
tricts to perſons of an inferior rank: each 
of theſe in his ſmaller department did the 
ſame, until the loweſt in this ſubordination 


of leſſees collected his proportion from the 
eee e lt 14449 


We need nat ampel 1 
find examples of this ceconomy : the cuſ- 


1 


| 
# 
if 
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tom of farming every tiranch dg nne 
was very common over all Europe not 
many centuries ago; and the method of 
farming whole eſtates, or of collecting the 

rents of landed property by an interpoſed 
perſon, is at this day very well-known in 
France. The cuſtom of letting leaſes of 
very extended property in land, to people 


vrho farm it out, differs very little from 
wo ans oft Beg: | | 


| Beſides 56 great loſs to > the en 
in continuing to follow this plan, the un- 
heard- of extortions, and the oppteſſion of 


the body of the people, which are the con- 
ſequences of 1 it, call dy foe a n nge f 
' es {age x, FAB ef] 


yr 


2 The e paid by the labourers of the 


ground! is at preſent interrupted in its courſe 


at every change of hands, until, by the 


repeated ſhroffage, it comes at laſt reduced, 
as J ney fay, to a ſhadow, into the Com- 


pany's treaſury ; this abuſe is felt and ac | 


knowledged by every body; and unleſs it 
Ly EIT, rug revenues of the Com W 


l 
* 15 
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| tm) 
muſt-daily diminiſh, aud be, in the mean 
a wem, 


15 is, no doube, an Anden taſk to un- 
Fan ſo great a reformation ; but abſolute | 
power, ſupported by juſtice and common 
ſenſe, will 'get the better of obſtacles, 
which in other countries would be unſur- 
| a Mk | 


1 will require the vas Ws and 
the beſt information as to facts, to bring 
ſo great a change to a perfect execution: 
but let it be remembered, that William the 
Conqueror made a complete ſurvey and va - 
luation of a country leſs known to him 
than Bengal is to the Eaſt-India Company; 

and nothing prevents the Company from 
availing themſelves of the principles of the 
feudal ſyſtem of government in Ws en 
tion of their plan. | 


If the whole lands of Bengal be — | 
if a book be made out for every diſtrict of 
the country, and for every city and prin- 
cipal town, and the rent payable to the 

mee every poſſeſſion de therein * 
Aa : 
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cified, it will be an eaſy matter to;eftablich 
* a fort of quit-rent which may be payable 
by the whole diſtrict to ſome man of con- 


ſequence, , who may bo conſidered. as the 
juriſdiction. which may enable him to op- 
preſs the people or interrupt the ſettled 


plan for lexying the revenue. By this re- 


gulation the rents of the lands will paſs 
directly from the occupier into the hands 

of the Company; the circulation of money 
Will be quicker; the revenue will be greatly 
augmented, and ſeveral of the moſt conſi- 
derable people will be provided with reve- 
nues, independant of every one but the 
Company; inſtead of the wealth of the 
country being ſwallowed up, as at preſent, 


by the Shrof, a ſet of people of no con- 


ſequence for ſupporting the authority of 
government, but who, like a canker- worm. 
are always preying urn the 25 oe the 
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| * | 1 this fi ſt part of thi plan put in 

xecution, al may be made to ſucce 
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- moſt part, manufucturers; part of their 


rents, inſtead of being made payable in 
ſicca rupees, might be made payable in 
goods; and ſtamp offices might be eſta- 
bliſhed to aſcertain their Peng” _ WwRIP 
out delete Fa i 


In · che proximity of great cities, 424 
in very populous diſtricts, granaries might 
be eſtabliſhed, and part of the rents might 
be received in grain for the ſupply of mar- 


| kets, at a price proportionate to the plenty 


of the year. Even theſe granaries may be 
converted into banks for grain, according 
to a plan which may be contrived for the 
circulation of ſubſiſtence, and even of pa- 
per credit within a ſmall diſtrict. 

Theſe are mere hints which point out 
progreſſive improvement; but were I here 
to enlarge upon them, they might appear 
ſo very chimerical, as even to diſcredit the 
thought itſelf! Let it, however, be ob- 


ſerved, that 'what is here propoſed is not 


intended to be executed by dintof authorits 

it is calculated ſo as to execute itſelf, as on 

* the Vent of 1 it 1s perocived, and the 
n 
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credit of the n is W g ar 
bliſhed. | | 


5 1 wane; hn | faccaſs 5 


every principle upon which a paper cur- 
rency, under the authority, and upon the cre- 


dit, of the Company, can be eſtabliſhed ; but 


the principle upon which this branch of 
credit is grounded is totally incompatible 


with ſovereign power; it is founded on 
private utility, and it has eyen occaſion for 


"A ti authority to keep it within | bounds, 


Were che Company ta open a bank in 
Bengal, ſuch. as the Bank of England; 
were this bank to become there as the other 
is in London, the center of all circulation; 
and were it to get poſſeſſion of a great part 


of the coin of Bengal, what ſecurity could 


be given, that, upon a preſſing occaſion, 
this treaſure might not be ſpent i in the de- 


fence of the country ? were it made a bank 
purely of depoſit, like the banks of Am- 


fterdam, Venice, Nuremberg, and , many 
others. upon the continent, the depoſit con- 
rained in, it would be expoſed to the ſame 
danger. Were it eſtabliſhed upon the 
1 of land * and 90 the 


— 


6 * 1 


beſt perſonal ſecurity, as the banks Wt 
bliſhed in Scotland are, the former incon- 
venience would not indeed be ſo great, be- 
cauſe the quantity of the bank treaſure 
never could carry ſo high a proportion to 
the notes in circulation. But, on the other 
hand, where is there to be found a ſolid 
property in land to be mortgaged for ſuch 
an immenſe: quantity of paper as is the un - 
avoidable conſequence of this plan of bank - 
ing? and this growing deficient, the 
powers of ſuch a bank would be very li- 
_— 5 ry | 


A ſyſtem of paper credit, Gunilas to that 
eſtabliſhed i in the Colonies of North Ame-. 
rica, where the paper is iſſued upon no 
other ſecurity. than the bare promiſe of the 
Colony to make it effectual, with an ob- 
ligation to receive it in payment of their 
taxes, but without providing any fund to 
pay upon demand either the capital con- 
tained in the note in ſpecific coin, or even 
an intereſt correſponding to the ſum during + 
the delay of payment, is ſo defective a "2 
ſcheme, and one ſo liable to great objections, . 
particularly ſo that of gradually debaſing : 
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the value of their money of account, that 
I-never can recommend it to the imitation 


Inaup 24 9101 

But — I am of N that no 
bank can be eſtabliſhed in Bengal under the 
authority of the  Company,, with the fame 
advantages as in Europe, where govern- 
ments are better eſtabliſhed, and property 
well ſecured, ſtill I am far from believing 


greatly affiſted by the uſe of paper cur- 


1 4 & 
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rency. 


1 have obſerved ed above; that the lending 
of money to ſtrangers by che ſervants of 


the Company, who have a redundancy of 


wealth, contributed not a little to produce 


a drain of ſpecie from Bengal; 1 have alſo 


hinted, that certain reaſons might engage! 


the Company to borrow this OY y from 
them YT e ae e ee you 


l 


11 1 


8 em his ORC IRE 1 think ae | 


is an opening for the eſtabliſhment of paper 


* 


©. 


t 1 


Let us then ſuppoſe the money borrowed 
by the Company from their ſervants in I- 
dia to be ſufficient ee Wn 


. now nee to cle * 


e it en hem ears Cubs 


adde then claims upon the Company into 


a banking fund, or to receive reimburſe- 
ment from the Company to the extent of 


what may be ſubſcribed by others for this 
purpoſe; this new fund may be divided 


into ſhares, of + rupees, transferable 
as the funds are in England, bearing per 


cent. intereſt, irredeetnable by the Com. 


pay for years; and an excluſive pri- 
vilege may be granted to the ſubſcribers for 


the ſame number of years, for the purpoſe 


of carrying on a banking trade ; by hs 
iſſuing of notes in the diſcounting of goods, 


bills payable in days; or in confideras 


tion of pledges of treaſure, jewels, or pte 
cious effects, depoſited in the bank or 
upon the mortgage of good property, and 
the boſt perſonal ſecurity, for ſuch laigih 
of time as may be judged reaſonable and 
ſafe ; or in the purchaſe of gold and filver; 


or, laſtly, for advanciug certain ſuns" of 


N 
money to the Company, upon the ſecurity 
of their annual revenue, according to the 
practice of the Bank of England. All 


_ * theſe articles of credit to be given in con- 


ſideration of ſuch rates of intereſt as to 
the Company may ſeem reaſonable, and as 
the ſame may be regulated by the Com- 
pany in the charter to be by ther GR 
0 _ 9 e n 


hh been ſaid banking company; hall be 
prohibited from launching out into any 
precarious object of commerce, or from 
iſſuing their paper upon any other ſecuri- 
ties except thoſe above ſpecified. Under 
theſe, and ſuch. other regulations as the 


add, this banking company may be laid 
open to natives as well as Europeans: it 
may begin to diſcount bills and notes of 
hand at ſhort dates, which it may renew 
according to the, goodneſs of the ſecurity; 
and the Eaſt · India Company may with 
ſafety receive in payments the paper it iſ- 
ſues upon diſcounting ſuch bills and notes, 
to the extent of the money owing by them- 


ſelyes; or they may ami out of their 


ü 


the ready diſcharge of ſuch notes as may 


on un for be ee at _ Dante 


"hd with no de 160 nocelliry dn the 
managers of the banking tradeſhould quar- 
terly lay before the proprietors an exact 
ſtate of the notes in circulation, and of 
the ſecurities received by the bank, at the 
time of their being iſſued. And for the 


greater ſecurity againſt the malverſation of 


thoſe who are in the direction of the bank, 
and who muſt be choſen into the direction 


by the body of proprietors, let it be de- 
clared, that the ſum of in the 


banking ſtock ſhall be eee to intitle 
amy one to be a Director: and farther, that 


the whole property (in India) of ſuch Di- 


rectors ſhall be pledged, while they hold 
their office, as an additional e ee 


_ Gere beer een 
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* is impolible-to a ati operations 
may be carried on by this bank, and how 
far it may in time extend its credit. It may 


for this purpoſe open offices in all the prin- 


cipal cities of Bengal ; which will be admi- 


- 


calculated for calling in and re- 
coĩning all the old and unequal coin. The 


Shroffs will naturally become proprietors, 


and will lend their aſſiſtance in this par- 


ticular, which will be a douceur for them. 
They will be employed 0 in a trade ſome· 
thing like what they now carry on; but 
it will be ſo fenced in by proper regulations, 


that it will have every advantage and none 
of the inconveniences of the ON ns 


N Stn an ahn 100 wo 1936090) 
| | Hort ooo ut ons tb aten 
- 5 ee e to eſtabliſh 
granaries, or banks for the circulation of 
grain, this Company will be e for 
Dee on dhe e 5 Be 0 
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BY hort, it is impotiible.to foretell the 
many advantages Which may follow the 
eſtabliſhment of credit, ſecured upon a ſo - 
lid fund of property, in the hands, and 
under the protection, of the Company, 
who are to have no ſhare of the profit, and 


the greateſt intereſt in preventing nen 


ing of . 8 5 NERVE II 
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Ie would not, 1 duly De 
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mit any perſon of the Council to be either 

a Governor or a Director of this bank; but 
I chink it would be expedient, to ſecure 
the property of the fund for the payment 
of the bank paper, excluſive of all other 
. e Sis: gn e ae 
e e 


os colic the. N of; 8 4 

Bengal, there will be, perhaps, 8 per cent. 
upon the bank ſtock, and 8 per cent. more 
upon diſcounting loans, &c. both together 
will produce ſo great an emolument as to 
engage people of wealth and property in 
the banking ſcheme: beſides, the very no- 
tion of ſtanding; upon a ſolid and indepen- 
dent footing, will be extremely flattering 
to many of the natives. And as the eſta- 
bliſhment is planned upon the ſame prin- 

_ ciples/as the Bank of Englana, it is natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe that it may produce ſimilar 
effects in ſupporting the credit of the Com- 

pany on one hand, and in being e 
yt n deer the other.. 


i I * been ee N it 
| thad to improve and en ee 


D 
ad! euvutiriont 1 Bengal, I cannot omit 


enlarging upon ſome circumſtances relating 
to o what I _ call their _ Trades! * | 


w Ive device to find out a method 
for condud ing thoſe reſources which pro- 
ceed from herſelf (namely, the money ſhe 
at preſent poſſeſſes) into a channel which 
may ſet new engines to work in order to 

: augment circulation and encourage her ma- 
nufactures, inſtead of aetvigg ag a bare 
equivalent for - thoſe at preſent produced: 
this, I hope, will be accompliſhed by the 
eſtabliſhment of a bank, which is a more 
profitable employment for the Bengal mo- 
_ than We it to our n in ag 


The ed * this wb; . tir 
more European filyer will flow in upon 
her, from ſources eee _ ourſelves at 
preſent : are CEO 1 15 e 

As ſoon, raden as thi ae 8 

inveſtments are made, and that the annual 
revenues from certain diſtricts are paid, or 
credit given for them, let all the Bazar, 
be thrown open to every foreign merchant; 


1 
let theſe be conſidered as the ſellers of faver, 
not as the purchaſers of goods; let not 
the Company graſp at the higheſt profit ; 
poſſible upon their trade, but let them be 
ſatisfied with the higheſt profits compatible 
with the profperity of the . which 
enriches them. Sa 


Were this regulation eſtabliſhed, every 
ſtranger who ſhould pretend to trade in a 
. diſtrict which is in arrear of rent to the 
Company will be conſidered as a ſmuggler, 
and the proſpect of obtaining a free trade 
by the payment of their rents, will be a 
powerful motive for the inhabitants of every 
diſtrict to make the promptitude of their 
payments a common cauſe. * 


This will engage them to apply to the 
bank, and in order to obtain relief from 
this quarter, an muſt eſtabliſh their | cre 

dit. 0 14 Fo 

In this view the bank will be a 1 
upon every one who may have it in his 
power to oppreſs the labourer or the manu- 
facturer; hecauſe. the profits of the bank 


[35661] 
will depend much upon the eredit of the 
inhabitants, and u Ag the e of 
nh URI" | 
Es What a ere e 2 
Fe” A ae of bank, from a blood- 
ſucker, is become the protector of the la- 
| \ bouring.man ! Intereſt does all; he ſucks 
| the blood becauſe it is his intereſt ſo to do; 
1 he gives his protection from the ſame mo- 
e tive: by directing the intereſt of individuals 
f | to à proper Mets! good . 1s 5 
| : oſtablithed. 175 15 


1 


de e trade of mae 18 what 
bw can increaſe her wealth, or, at leaſt, 


kleep theciſtern full, in ſpight of its many 
| ; dn 


a * 


It is a raven mes that ee 
inch a country, and that importations 
impoveriſh it; but this is to be ungetiiced 
Se Ss... 5 2 

The exportations alt Ga W e 
be Eaſt· India Company do not enrich it, 
any more than the” nes of the 
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benen b e . am 
now to conſider it, conſiſts in the raw ma. 
terials for their manufactures, and in that 
part of ſuch manufactures as is ſold W 
oy brou ght 1 into the —— 25 
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5 The raw materials are irren cotton, 


cotton- yarn, and-filk. The trade in theſe 
articles ought at leaſt to be free, not clog- 


ged with any duty, left entirely in the 
hands of the natives, and every protection 


and encouragement ſhould be given to thoſe 


who are concerned in it: even bounties 
2 be granted if Wee n 


That the W e of Aa my 
encouragement, is certain, ſince the qua- 


lity of goods is ſaid to be inferior to what 


it was ſome years ago, while the prices are 


higher, and the ſupply leſs; this never 
can be the operation of trade; it muſt pro- 


ceed from ſome internal defect, Whieh 


ought to be well prong into, and its 


l 
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That the inveſtments of the Company 
mould be made in the beſt goods and the 
choice of the market, is juſt and reaſonable; 
but care ſhould be taken to prevent the 
Company's ſervants from becoming the 
purchaſers of what remains, with a view 
to make a profit _ it in the 1 to 
ee ds 01 445 


at do not 80 cog this e 

| 6 a profit upon it does. ariſe to the ſer- 
voants of the Company; this, in my opi- | 

nion, ſhould rather be a reaſon for appro- 

ving it, both in favour of the ſervants, 

and becauſe it is a drawback upon the pro- 

fits of thoſe who rival the Company in its 

'/  , trade: but when we conſider Bengal to be 

© | a country belonging to the Company, ex- 

pioſed to many drains in conſequence of 

tis property, and to one among the reſt 

|. _ mot inconſiderable, viz. the price paid for 

IN the raw materials of all the goods exported 

. by the Company without any profit to 

Bengal, it will be expedient to encourage | 

F as much as poſſible the ſale of all that is 
. over the inveſtments of the Company, in 

| . ſuch a way as to increaſe . the demand of 


„ 


FEES which cannot bab fansdellne 
compliſhed, as by leaving a iredſonable pro- 
fic both to manufacturers aid to foreign 
merchants. Had, indeed, Bengal no oc 


poſe no farther reſtrittions on the Compaty's 
ſervants in buying up goods upon their pris 
vate account, than what might be necei- 
ſary for the protection of the manufactures. 


Jo enter particularly into the regulations 
proper to be made with reſpect to the trade 
of Bengal, requires the mſt intimate knows 
ledge f the. ſtate of! every branch of it: I 
ſhall, therefore, content myſelf; with fug- 
geſting the ches of une r 
Theſe I take to be, (9093.03 O ona. 
273 us 011364, 2 i this bas 345 A 
Firſt, The branch of eee ee | 
the Company. As to this,/ the regula- 
tions will relate to the public ſales of the 
goods imported, and to the rules to be fol- 
lowed by all thoſe who are to vend ſuch 
goods in every part of the country Uni- 
formity muſt here be obſerved : if every 
purchaſer: he not intitled to the ſame frees: 
dom if every purchaſer be not ſubjecte 

: F 4; " 


* 


41 


tles duties upon retail; and if theſe 


liberties and theſe burdens be not exactly 


ſpeciſied; this branch of trade will never 
flouriſh as it ought to do, for the emolu- 
F ment. of the Company and:the ready ſupply 


of dhe conſumer : : and as I am informed 


that there is very little abuſe in this parti- 
cular branch of trade, it will ſerve as a 


; WTI for-regulatiog the: reſt. 


ae he inveſttnents of 1 the Com- 


| pany for the European market. Here all 
Proper «encouragement muſt be given to 
manufacturers: if it be thought proper to 
accept of part of the rents of the lands in 


goods, ſuch goods muſt be of a determinate 


kind, fo as to come under a regulation of 
prices; and although the nature and the 
proſperity of trade require ſreedom on all 
tible with; fuch regulations as may inſure 
tothe manufacturer tlie prices and profits 
which the Company ſuppoſe to be conſiſ- 
+ tent with the intereſt of their on trade, 
and ſufficient to produce a living profit to 
their induſtrious ſubjects, which dom, 

; dinſſesthepars donimimes gerd of. 


d f 
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 Thirdy, The internal trade of Benga 4 
or the ſale of its manufactures for the con- 
ſumption of the country, and the ſupply 
of all other markets, by merchants who 
are, or who are not, in the Company's 
ſervice. What I ſhall obſerve concerning 
this is, that regulations ought to be made 
general with reſpect to all traders : what- 
ever cuſtom, duty « or exciſe be laid on, let 
them affect every trader equally Y; ; let the 
general and only Perwannab be the : Coch. | 
pany”s regulation ; let the only duftuck 1 be a 
permit from the Cuſtom Houſe; let frauds 
by the 'merchants, let opprefſions by: the 
Company's ſervants, be puniſhed by courts. | 
of juſtice, who then will have'a wi 
law Pale chem Lo regulate _ 


ort! 


The fourth and aft branch of trade i is, 
the importations from the Aſiatic nations, 
principally conſiſting of the raw materials 
for manufactures: of this enough has been. 
already ſaid; I ſhall only add, that pre- | 
miums may be given to thoſe who will 
explore che rivers and avenues leading mw; 
the countries. which, abound. ; in ſuch pro: 
duch, and ſecurity granted d to, the na. 


15 »bz 
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tives. who. will 1 bing, den . to 
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© Many bitter inveckives have been theowa 
out againſt the exciſe impoſed upon ſalt, 
beetle nut, and tobacco: and becauſe theſe 
articles of conſumption have been mono- 
polized, and that the profits have fallen 


into the. hands of ptiyate perſons, it is 


| raſhly . concluded. that, the trade in them 
| ſhould bo laid quite open. 1 confeſs. that 


1 ſee the queſtion i im a very different light : 
the beſt of all taxes are moderate. exciſes ; 
the moſt produ Ave exciſes are thoſe im- 
poſed on the neceffaries of life; they raifo 
the price of kving vniverſally and propor- 
tionably, and therefore enable every induſ- 


trious man to raiſe the price of his labour 


in proportion to the tax he pays; they are 


hurtful to the idle; but 1 do not attend 


to the intereſt of the, idle, any farther 
than to diſcover: raethods for. Fong. them 
induſtrious. hb de 


The) [4.9 


"The plan King vel in ' France et 257 


| ing 2 tax Na alt 3 and tobacco will fur 
niſh the C ompany y with many good. hints 


for eſtabliſhing one * of exciſe — 


[ a] 

fats L. do not approve of extending it 80 
een r 5 aq 9 1 8 oo 

* 20. D 2 tus 1193. A 18 1 (13 * \ 4 7 

Beetle · nut roars ahiecoomadth 
productions of Bengal, and no exciſe ſhould 
be impoſed upon articles of conſumption, 
except when it can be eaſily levied with- 
out oppreſſion ; it is therefore contrary to 
the principles of all exciſes to ſubject to 
that duty what lod cally: Mw. FO 
wihoutpapibght 66... 


"x Jt '4 ity 7 8 


Bur Cate is not a common 3 
Bingaly the places where it can be made 
are few, and a great diſtance: from the 
places were it muſt be eonſumed, -' I'ſhall 
not pretend to lay down a plan for putting 
ſalt under an exciſe,” but I ſhall ſuggeſt the 
ptinciples N rg hogs Gr oy be 
| —; ain nen On W. Diits 

Ts MIS Oni! 8 4 nagt \. 2142 18 £04 
The ſalt u muſt es R in 
the hands either of the Company or of Heir 
farmers : in France they are in the hands 
of the farmers; If in the hands of the 
Company, all the ſalt muſt be collected 

3 ahd ſold at a cer. 


L 
tain. rate to perſons ho ſhall engage to 
ſupply every particulat diſtrict of the coun- 
try with ſalt at a certain fixed price. The 
difference hotween the prime coſt of the 
falt to the Company, and 4": 
my to. m merchant, is the excy/e. .. 


A, T2 >. : 
Fel . (169 50 0165 u 1571 


\ 85 \ The . which the atk. of . 
Galt for the proviſion of a particular diſtrict 
is obliged to ſell it to thoſe of the diſtrict 
is the affize; which aſſite ſhould be as 
many per cent. above the ſelling 8 price of 
the Company, as to indemnify the mer- 
chant for all expence of tranſportation, riſk, 


&c. and alſo to afford a ria profit for 


8 1 . 4 7 1 
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af Were this. 1 * FP . 
| fixed for every diſttict, people would be 
found who would make the proper Provi- 
ſion at the Company's magazine, and who 
would tranſport it to the ua 15 conſurnp- 

gs wo 1G Tag wat % 28751915 «bart 57; 
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„ for a ſmall quantity of ſalt 


t9 the office of the diſtri, retailers mod 


' 


„ hab # om 


1.97 pry. 
be appolnted by-he ſalt office for diſtribu- 
ting the falt, at a moderate profit above 
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cede e for falt and tobacco, 
with ſome ſmall variations, however, in 
eonſequence of particular circumſtances 
relative to their method of farming and 
the like, and alſo to local exemptions: from 
this duty upon ſalt, which make it very 
oppreſſive in thoſe diſtricts where it is col 
lected, but which will be avoided in Ben- 
gal; "firſt, ' becauſe there muſt be no local 
exemptions; ſecondly, becauſe there can 
be no foreign” ſalt introduced, except by: © 
permiſſion of the Company; and, in the 
laſt place, becauſe the duty impoſed muſt 
be ſo ſmall as not to colt the conſumer 
above the value of two rupees i for the 
Maund of 80 pounds weight, except on 
account of extraordinary diſtances, or of 
countries of very difficult acceſs; where, 
the commodity muſt bear an advanced price. ; 
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1 
From this branch of exciſe, proper 


laid on; à great income will ariſe to the 

Company, and the country will be better 
ſupplied, than by any other method which 
can be contrived. It is not true that an 


open trade is Always the beſt; the argu- 


ment for it is, that the competition between 


dealers will bring don tlie piice, but this 


eompetition 18 very ſmall in the ſale of a 
neceſſary of life, little different in its qua · 
1 proportioned; in its quantity, to 

the conſumption of the inhabitants. Under 
theſe cireumſtances, I ſay, competition 


Will never take place; except when the 
quantity provided is not ſufficient for the 
demand, and on every ſuch occaſion, prices 
will riſe conſiderably, aud the advantage 


from the competition will not counter - 
balance the advantage of a ſteady and te- 


e all times. 1 Hoch 5 5 


N 9015 N. 27971 1 les «it 7 4 . 751 
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en obſerve, that when trade 
has for its objects ſuch goods as are produ- 
ced ar manufactured in different places, 
under different advantages or diſadyantages, 
natural or accidental, no exciſes can pro- 
be * becauſe prices cannot 


1m) 
than be put under any regulation: the 
trade muſt be left free, and thoſe, wha ſell 
cheapeſt will ſupply the market. 
m9) tl 24 Hntd ods t ib nigdo 
| Fut in this trade in ſalt the caſe is diffe- | 
rent: all dealers in it will buy at the ſame 
price, and all of them muſt ſell with the 
f amd prufit. World 54 oi e ed Yo 
2181 12 157 | 22 3115 9 0 Dt bei ache / bus 
92 There is no riſł or expence Which will 
not be compenſated with a correſponding 
allowance on the aflize or price of retail; 
there can therefore be no oceaſion to encou · 
rage the ingenuity and ſpeculation of mer - 
chants for the ſupplying of markets with 
this commodity. The ſalt manufactured 
will be in proportion to the conſumption 
of the inhabitants; and as the demand for ; 
it will be regular, and the profits: to the 
dealers in it will be certain, the only ob- 
jets to be compaſſed by the regulations 
upon the trade will be, to raiſe a branch of 
income to the Company, to ſupply the 
conſurnption of the inhabitants at a mode- 
tate and fixed price, and to allow a certain 
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Here again the bank will prove of no- 
table advantage. The undertakers for the 
ſalt office in a diſtant part of Bengal may 
obtain credit from the bank at the Com- 
pany's falt magazines for the quantity re- 
quired in the diſtrict. It is the intereſt of 
the hank to take ſecurity for the delivery 
of the ſalt into the particular ſalt office, 
and when this is done, the general regu- 
lation will prevent all abuſes in the retail *. 
grüpgoglortop g 11247 SY 55 Sfenog” A 17: 
Thus have I endeavoured: to lay dowyn 
the principles of money, as far as they can 
apply to the preſent ſituation of Bengal, 
conſined to a ſilver currency; and I have 
provided an expedient which will be ready 
at hand, whenever circumſtances may re- 
quire the aſſiſtance of gold a the only thing 
neceffary for this purpole being, to give a 
legal denomination to the gold coins, ac- 
cording to the fluctuating eee 
min in * ee ee 8 


NI . 


. 


ebe Eauad dom Si e we mnie 
a Principles of Money applied to Bengal might end 
here; the remaining ſentences are added that the ex- 


tracks may erte av a direftory to the nn 
of the treatiſe neceſſarily omitted. 9 ; 


L 319. J | 
IL have, to the beſt of my information, 
inveſtigated the cauſes of that ſcareity of 
che precious metals ſo uuiverſally complai- 
ned of j and, in contriving methods for 


correcting this inconvenience, I have alſo, 
in proportion to my knowledge of the ſtate 


of the country, thrown out hints which 
people of experience will be better able, to 
improve than I ean be to analize them. : 


The reformation upon the method of 
collecting the rævenne directly from the 
occupiers of the land ; the converting of 32 


a part of it into goods manufactured, or 
into articles of ſubſiſtence ; the forming of 


 granaries, and the adminiſtration of them 
muſt be the work of time 3; and the poſ- 


ſibility of carrying ſuch ideas into real ex- 
ecution, will be diſcoyered, by circumſtan · 
ces only, which have not hitherto exiſted, 


and which the e human ene 


cnet esel f 
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pelity of paper credit, will ſolely depend 


upon the credit of the ſecurities, taken by 
the bank upon ee I ever 
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[ 339 ] ö 
this” bank ſhall carry on trade; if ever 
they ſhall pay for goods wick [their /own 
paper; if ever they ſhall lend this paper on 
precarious ſecurity ; the ruin of the bank 
and of the èredit of eee 
Will anne eee 9 
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75 Perun g if Revetur Mangement, 
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In proceeding to the ſhot adtminiftracn 
of Sir John "Macpherſon, *we muſt not be 
led to che political or private tran{aRions of 
Me. Hiftings'"'governiment, at preſent the 
objects of public inquiry; but having ſtated 
chat the revenues had diminiſhed, and the 
charges of management increaſed, during 
Mr. Haſtmgs adminiſtration, it would be 
injuſtice not do bring under eonſideration, 
that an accumulating debt aroſe to an ener- 
mous dtoumt, from the wide extended 
difficulty and warfare which at that time 


(M7) _ 
chreatned che exiſtence. of the Britib em- 


pire in India: and it is remarkable that, 


in-x984, the increaſe of che revenues and 
decreaſe of charges in collection appear 


to have been 10, oo, 945 rupees; and in 


twelve or fourteen, months of the ſame 
period, W been, Furt St. George 
wth not Fut e Bhs 1933565833 
And Banda wh 1502,04175 


IP 
13 3 3; 


G11 


Dk rea e by a ſub· 
ſcription loan; but if the exertions were 


extraordinary the preſſure of public diſtreſs 


inevitably followed ; whether. public cala- 
mity was wantonly aggravated by Mr. Haſ- 
tings will be declared by the judgement. of 
the moſt high and Supreme Court of. cri- 
minal juriſdiction of Great Britain, on the 
preſentment made by the moſt ſolemn, 
7 e * ae i Sie 
* iel or 0 

02 the zol February, 1785, the.go- 
vernment devolved on 'Mr,' Macpherſon, by 
the reſignation of Mr. Haſtings: Mr. Shore 
returned to Europe with Mr. Haſtings, and 
bore with him the teſtimony: alſo-from-Mr, 
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Machhbirſon, of his beit dus af ichs moſt 


intelligent and experienced of the Com 


pany's ſervants, during the paſt manage | 
ment of the Fndian finance. But Mr. Mar- 


pherſon appears to have thou ght every exer- 


tion, new inveſtigation and experiment, 


as well as effectual reform, neceſſary to 


keep the affairs of the Company from fink- 


ing. The attention of the Company and 
of Parliament was at the ſame period un- 
| remitting, and very important chan ges had 
ariſen in the public mind, and in one point 
only they all coincided, vi. the neceſſity 


of decifive meaſures; conſequently, the 


Governor General, Mr. Macpherſon, in Ben- 
gal, was employed i in reducing 27 8 — 
reforms, which in England the 
abilities were engaged in reducing 7 o prac- 
tical theory. It appears, however, extra- 
ordinary, that in the valuable and bulky 
volume of Plans for Britiſh India *, not 
one word relating to the difference of plans, 
. 4 indeed any thing to lead to any part of 
Mr. Macpherfon' s adminiſtration, appears, 
notwithſtanding: r ma ay We 


a {ood Wahi nt DNN 


L | 
nancial meaſures of his government had 
been laid on the table of the Houſe of 
Commons to meet the notification of the 
propoſed ſettlement of Babar in 1790 *; 
My attention was therefore led to account 
for the omiſfion; and, in great meaſute, I 
am ſatisfied that the concurrent proceeds =_ 
ings in Great Britain and Bengal having x 
proceeded on different views of the ſubject, 
the Board of Control 0 this day have only | 
ſeen through the medium of Mr. |Shore, | 
Mr. Rosgſe, and other ſenſible men,; wedded | 
to old ſyſtems, and prejudiced or commit- 
ted in the old Bruiſ Deꝛvaunet ſyſtem, and 
conſequently has laid afide all Mr. Grams 
proceedings and reports, as Seriſtundar, fol. 
lowing the advice of Mr. Francis; who aſ- = 
ſured the Houſe. of Commons, in 1990, 1 
that of all laborious and Herculean under= _ 9 
takings he had overcome, none equalled the | 
peruſal of Mr. Grant's papers; which Mr. # 
Greville had moved to be laid on the table 
of the Houſe, and alſo wiſhed to be prin- 
ted at the expence of Parliament; this fact 
* leaſt — __s Mr. Grant's. ſyſtem was 
1 Hines ft ban bean bed 410 G %hj⁊ 
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b * 
known to exiſt among the ele (ofthe * 
Company, of the Board of Control, and of 
Parliament. It not only 8 

to ſhew that there exiſted a 1 
eoncurrence between the 8 Ge- 
neral in Bengal, and, the Directors, Board 
of ee * enn in Great Bri· 
tain. Y AX . DR . 10 * 2 18 a — 
de 563 16.2790 Th 0 fin ns. bs ; 
wins e modal Mir. Macpherſin = 
 drefled a ſeparate letter to the Directors, 
with an outline of | a general plan of reform 
and regulation of Iadian ſinancr. The 
Reports of the Houſe of Commons of Fe · 
bruary and May, 1794, weie under conſi 
deration of the Bengal; Governor in De · 
_ eember; ane een ſro opinions of the | 
and dhe | e ee deen of 
the Supreme Government in Bengal was 
promiſed to the Directors. The iſt of Fe. 
bruary, 178 5, Mr. Haſtings: reſigned the 
government to Mr Macpbenſm. The re- 
form of | eſtabliſhment was begun, the 
1th of February, by the reduction of the 
Governor's body guard, and in general the 


the zh of Arid 20821; bad e this 
Bengal | in February, Aaerd, and Apr ; 
1785. 
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The m for the Aſcharee of the Com- 
pany 8 honded debt, ordered on "the'rithy, 
of September, 178 5, in England, had not 
failed, though dif patched from the India 
Houſe before Mr. Macpher ſon's: plan for the. 
ſame object arrived; and the Directors in- 
formed him, 6 chat they had come to the 
reſolution of leaying the firſt reductions of 
their ſeveral eſtabliſhments in his hands, 
reſerving to e the final reviſion 1 

The revenue Toy was e "uy . f 
Bengal Government in April, 1786, and-. 
on the ſame month, 12th of April, 1786, 
the Company's orders for their revenue 
plan were fi Sud! in London. 


be n of ens in che ders 
an during Mr. Macpherſon's ſhore 8 
adminiſtration, forms ſo great a. —— 
to the Government of Bengal, that it bent [ 


(13 1 f In 
bieden, lee an Sale, Par 4. © 
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not to have paſſed notice by any accu- 


| rate examiner of the different adminiſtra- 
tions, with a view of eſtabliſhing . 


"on of fixed eee T 


. 


Mes Hulltegs, during his whole admini- 


ſtration, was under the preſſure of compli- 
cated claims from Proprietors, DireQors, 
and Miniſters, to participate i in his patron- 


age; Mr. Macpher fon Was relieved from 


this complicated uncontroled ly ſtem, by 
the arrival of Mr. Pitt's India Bill, the 
26th of February, 1785, at Calcutta: but 
the firſt advice of the Company s orders 
do liquidate the India bond debt by bills on 
: England was received at Calcutta the 6th 
of February, 1786; conſequently all the 
financial efforts of the Bengal Government | 


were not then afliſted, 25 8 Wie been 
; 1786 | 1 ee 
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The arrangements 3 by. Mr. 


Mucpberſen, immediately, tending to a real 


diffafion of knowledge, and to a real practi- 


cable control of Brit India, which have 


been apptoved and continued, were, a 


new calendar, Es N of the Ben- 


. 1 23 * ? * 1 V24+) ; 16 
A 16T eee IS 119334 
1 ov 1 
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m5 = 
gal Government, in the form which has 
ever ſince been uſually made part of the 
Court Calendar in England; it was com- 
piled by a committee of the heads of the 
different offices, in 178 5, and was in the 
preſs in January, 1786. The eſtabliſh- 
ment for the Company's ſhipping at Dia- 
mand Point, the eſtabliſhment of the ſet- 
tlement of Prince of Wales's Iſland, for 
commercial and political purpoſes; the 
commercial negociations with the Euro- 
pean foreign chiefs, and the political con- 
ſiderations relative to the native powers, 
at leaſt are entitled to general view; ſome. 
of the objects of internal goverument ap- 
pear, from public advertiſement, or in the 
Bengal conſultations, to be poſtponed for 
the neceffary intervention of Parliament: 
he police of Calcutta, the regulation of 
Bazars, and reduction of oppreſſive taxes 
on proviſions, appeared practicable to Mr. 
Macpherſon, from the example of Chinſura, 
Serampore, and Chandernagore, neigh bour- 
ing European factories; the judges found 
difficulty: i in orgy a legal and e E 


© Bengal Conſultations, ag bf March, ns. 
GE 2 | 
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| remedy ; ; the markets however, were, re- 
gulated; wages of ſervants "could not, 
though there appeared to be in Calcutta 
39,000 ſervants and 6090 horſes, and the 
wages one half more. at Calcutta than at 
the. aboye-mentioned foreign factories. 5 A 
bank Was eſtabliſhed by individuals 1 in Cal. 
cutta; the Bengal Gazette, 2 234 of March, 
1786, contained the. plan, and the legal 
opinion of Mr. Dunkin and Mr. Davies, 
which enabled every perſon to know that 
* plan ſtood on private confidetce until 
| the Legiſlature, or a charter from the 
Crown, a incorporated and regulated a 
bank. But Mr. Mac Macpherſon s cert: ificate 
plan eſtabliſhed at once confidence i in the 
Company” s paper, which he, iſſued, as a 
ſubſtitute to the deficiency of ſpecie from 
| the remittances, to the Coaſt and China; 
he publiſhed | in the Bengal Gazette the 
names of the holders, and number of the 
certificates, and pledged payment of every. 
certificate according to priority of gate, 
whereby - it is obvious be deſtroyed, the 
poſſibility of continuing private manage: 
ment or preference to the prejudice of the 
"PPT LEON, . 


Finnen wa e, : 
1 


By a regulation of March, 178 5, in the 
revenue department, every farmer, Ze- 
mindar, or landholder, was required, at 
the cloſe of tlie year, to paſs his bond, at 
12 per cent. Intereſt, to the Company for 
whatever balance remained unpaid,” to be 
cancellable only by the order of Directors, 
whereby ĩt is obvious he cut up the ſyſtern” 
of fraudulent balances and compoſitions 1 
theſe appeared fundamental principles, 
and led me to inveſtigate the degree of 
ſecurity which was given to the meaneſt 
landholder, native Pottab holder, ' bound | 
by his heritable pottab or grant, to pay a 
certain portion of the produce, or an equi- 
valent in money, to the protecting ſove- 
reign: the reference T make to Mr. Grant 3 
information is ſufficient to ſhew at leaſt 
that I have been convinced his ſyſtem alane 
will realiſe practicable ſecurity to native 
landholders, and to the Brit nation. 
The honourable diſtinction of a Baronet- 
age conferred on Mr. Macpherſon; follbwed 
his ſuperceſſion, and the thanks of the 
Company, hitherto without their” liberality, | 
have | ackiowledged" the | extent of che 
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Gand total ablithel charges. af 8 
| Reveal government, as they. ſtood 31ſt of 
Javuary, 1785, when Sir John Macpherſon 
received charge of the government, per 
month, Met 5.0 ep the e 2 3 
Grand total of the mm 
CCöuharges, as they ſtood ___ 
3 Zoth June, 1786, two . 8 5 65 i 
days bales eee . 
uuallis's 5 8 to ee | | 
ee en, f ee. 4 3 


Tatal mantkly p00 Th 

of Eh or ace, 9.83804, 14 0 
Total am reduftion 1 in -the eſtabliſhed 
charges of the Bengal government, from 
the ziſt af June, 1785, to the 30th of 
June 1786, 1, 18,06618 & current rupees, 
ox, about {1,200,000 ; ſterling/—-Sec com- 
parative. accaunt charges of Bexgu/.gavern- 
* eee , the ARPWPas 


TE 
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General's . Fort Willan, 1 isch Sep- 
tember, ao, 
r 
(Signed) J. ed D. Ac. Gen. 
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which T have” derived much infttudtion, 


without ditecting tHe public attention tb K. 


patticulatly as Sir Jh Macy Pberſon has fof 


ſome tithe beet abſent among the Dirbars © 


of the continerit of Eutopeè, 55 Mr. Grait 


has been judicidufly fertfitig tlie Doul 


Funuobi with his tenants iti 5. North 4 


Scotland, white the Board of Control, might | 


fend for the ofigitial | native accounts of 


Br Hidia, under the Mog -hut ſeal © 
office, ane for the valuable Dieren 


brary, in Perm which with ſo 0 


| modeſty Mr. Grant tefers 74 in the cxrat ; 
I Have made from his political furvey of 


the Northern Circars, which information, 


1 believe, could not be obtained 1 in any, | 
a or other private collection in 9 


* 
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u 56,0075 nn E. 89 
On the Certificates | concerning the «Do: 
Hon of Zemindars. "Roc | Na! A 


| Moch Areſ has been laid on the defi- 
Ne of the word Zemindar; in Europe 

it may appear exceſs of delicacy, and purity 
of Britih adminiſtration ;, in India it can 
only appear evidence of our extreme igno- 
nance. If we are ignorant, we ought to 
be cautious from what ſource we gain in- 
formation; ; and the neceſſity of connec» 
ting the definition of office with the Sun- 
nud, will appear even from conſidering the 
Company s tenure of their Jageer 1 in the 
Carnatic, and. their, Zemindaries.i in Bengal. 
Mr. Dalrymple. informs us *, that he uſes 
the term Jag hire geographically only, for. 
425 it, was 1 e 1 50 would i 


1 


venue, p. 5. ſy, 1783. 


eil Ante Galle en 4 1130 30 FIC 0 
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e only _—_ ince e *; 
conſequently a definition of theſe two im- 
portant terms in the revenue divifon of 
India, miſapplied.. as a general definition. of 
Fageers, and Z emindaries of the Moghul go- 
vernment, muſt involve us in infinite con- 
fuſion; ; and this has actually happened, by 
referring to the ĩntereſted native officers for 
proper definition of theſe terms. The im- 
propriety and fallacy of the evidence of 
the officers who anſwered the queſtions. 


propoſed by the Governor and Council in 


1773, is fully ſtated. by Mr. Grant i; it 


will therefore be only neceſſary ſummarily. 6 


to refer to a ſentence in his analyſis of the 


revenue of Bengal. We muſt admire, 


$ 


thy dg and ſienghieity, of the Fan or 


* 1 


* Inquiry into the Nature of Zemindary Tr, 
p. k. Debrett, 1790. Sor 


t ben be into Day Tenure, [2 *. 


Gen 


ow , 
gr 1x 1 Al 


century, as the rule of ſucceſſion to Hindoo 
 Zemindaries, a ſpecies of official property, 
undeſcribed in the Noran, and firft intro- 


1 * 1 
learhed Frabmin Hindbos, when applied to, 
in 1773, to expound the doctrine t "I 
ceſſion to Zemindaries in Bengal; whether 
by vil, or hereditary right, it devolved to 


| the linedl deſcendant of the laſt occupane, 


ot in virtue of Sumu of the Prince? 
They declare, .it is not written in tlie 
Shafter,” or divine books ſuppoſed to be 


promulgated 4, o00 years before the poli- 


tical inſtitutes of the Magbul Emperors in 
Hudyſn; and we muſt conttaſt, not 
without indignation, tlie reference of the 
| Naib Soubah to the feriptural code of the 


Legiſator f Arabia, publiſhed in the 7th 


duced with the "Moghut conqueſt of Hin- 


diftann, almoſt 1000 years after; beſides 


which perverfion of chronology, it was a 
criminal perverſion of one of the beft-un- 
derſtood fundamental and facred principles 


of Mabomedan' faith, for a Muſfilman'to ac- 


knowledge à right of territorial inheritance, 
independant of virtual ſupreme authority, 


to be veſted in any conquered infidel ſubjeci. 
Mr. Rouſe, EPI, reſts very 3 on 


— 


e 

if thete ſhould be contradiction on ſimilat 
queries, propoſed even to other perſons oc- 
cupying their flations,; it would certainly 
weaken the firſt evidence; but if from the 
very perſons themſelves, would not only 
diſparage the fitſt, but render the teſti- 


mony of ſuch perſons. FOR wur 
. mol * * 4 Di > 4 . | 
197520 47 25 bad 213 1801 1 bt (03 3071 7 1 ft 


- My private opinion s bebe with 
Mr. Gra 8 objection to the channel of in- 
quiry.;. but having heard that ſimilar in- 
quiry had been inſtituted, 178), in the re- 
venue department at Caleutin, by queſtions. 
to perſons. more or leſs under the diſquali- 
fication iraputable to the reſpondents of 
1773, and chat firular queſtions (1 believe 
with an additional one) bad been ſubmit- 
ted by. Colonel. J. Murrays for his own in- 
formation, to ſome of the moſt reſped able 
natives of Hindgſlau, whoſe ſituation and 
character placed them above ſuſpicion of 
intentional miſinformation, I wgs ſo lucky 
to obtain a cop or their anſwer i in 2758. 


e, Dimas, f. 133 ee. 
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conſequently my opinion was ſtrengthened 
but from the above paſſage of Mr. Rouſe's 
book I ſhould have believed that the 
other anſwers obtained by the Bengal 
government, in 1797, were not ſo conclu- 
five to Mr. Rouſe's argument as thoſe in 
177 3, otherwiſe he would have publiſhed 
them, inſtead of reprinting thoſe anſwers 
which Mr. Francis had publiſhed +, if he 

| had not told us that he had . inſpected all 
the material proceedings of the Company” 8 
adminiſtration at home and abroad, ſince 
1773, any ways relating to Zemindars, 
(except ſome that may have arrived with - 
in this laſt twelvemonth) and 1 declare I 
have not ſeen any thing like the contradic- 
tions ſuggeſted by Mr. Gram 5.” Mr. 
Grant's letter to Sir John Shore $, to which 
Mr. Rouſe's diſſertation is an anſwer,” ought 
to have directed Mr. Rouſe to the examina- 
tion of the Bengal revenue papers received 
in 1789 and go, and. he ſhould have made 
my inquiry eee he e to _ 
Oo  Rouſe's Diſſertation, Appendix, No. 8 | | ; 
'+ Original minutes, p. 71. Stockdale, [ l 
1 Diſſertation, p. 134. 
'$ Inquiry into ziale; ene Appendix, No.3. 


FM 1 

nuate © that Mr. Grant would ſeem to in- 

vite this country to retra& its plghted faith 
in their favour *; particularly as, in the 
page preceding, he had ſaid with candor, 
« T muſt do this gentleman (Mr. Grant) i 
the credit to ſay, that his ſentiments are 
here delivered without any, tincture of party 
ſpirit or perſonal invective, except only 
againſt the Mahomedan and Hindoo officers, 
whoſe" opinions have been quoted by Mr. 
Francis.” Leaving therefore the entro- 
verſy of theſe reſpectable and able gentle- 

men, I ſhall ſtate the anſwers above men- 
tioned, which I conſider concluſive againſt 
the faſhionable definition of Zeminar: 
yet 1 am very far from imputing blame to 

the different adminiſtrations in Bengal for 
conſulting their- native officers, under the 
imprefſions of caution. The opinions 
contained in the following papers, may 
be ſaid to evidence the opinion of the Car- 

natic and of the Decan, of Oude and of Ben- 
gal. Noche des 35% 


* Diſſertation, p. 22. - 
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1 Queſtion | i 5 5 ; 
| Whointhe proprietor of che land; or 
| 2 3 the Hakim PO 15, the Governar) o or 
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What is 450 nature of he „ 
power and authority * 
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What is the origin of the jn on, 
the rights and power of the Jageerdars ? 
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Queſtion VI. 
What is the actual juriſdiction” and ave 
op 0 of the Talookdars? 0 Ty x 
©" Queſtion ä 


In what manner uſed the Z PIO, _ 
Talookdars to diſcharge their ſeveral obli- 
gations of Mal-guzari and Nal-bundj to Go- 
vernment ? and what was the nature 75 5 
the. N rendered by 7 ee, 2 


Ny 1 414 h 
"Quettion VII. 5 


url 4 F236} en 

What v were the ancient Kale and na- 
ture reſpectively of the juriſdiction, rights, 
and powers of Zemindurs, 'Talookdars, and. 
Jageerdars? how were the ſeveral claims 
of the ſtate as Neal bundi, Mal. gusari, and 
ſervices aſcertained and regulated? and in 


what manner are theſe . at proline 
ſettled? K 5's Va ur 17 


* ä 


N. B. N originals bad in ſen "A 


Colonel | Murray to Mr. Dundas before I 
was — with the tranſlation. a 


« nme 
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Tranſlation of the "nfs of : 5 Highneſs 
the Nabob Amut ul Omrah Heir Appa- 
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3 88 Firſt Queſtion „n 


The proprietor of the ſoil is che King; ; 
FE King conſtitutes the Hakim (or Gover- 
nor) his + an bb _ Haun —_— the 


"4 'T { | ? 1 121 . 1 


ae to W Second a:Queſtion:: q <. 


"The authority of the Zemindar is derived 
from the Hakim, and ſubſiſts as long a as the 
_"_ F pleaſes. of i | 
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The actual rights of the Zemindar con- 

: ſiſt in this; ; he. brings "waſte lands into 

| cultivation ; and the Halim grants him for 

[ the ſame an exemption from taxes — is, 

' he holds ſuch lands tax free.) )))) | 
| : 
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| The power and authority of the — 
dar have been already ind he being as 
2 Lene, oy the Hakim. 6 


4 Is. 
Y * * F 9 +. 1 . 1 * . "tha * 1 * 1 5 * . A 
rund Bing Fun N LiF 
+ 


Anſwer-to the Fifth Queſtion.” 


The origin of the juriſdiction of 3 
dars is this: when a ſervant of the crown 
rendered any eminent ſervice, he (uſually) 
had a Fageer conferred upon him, which 


Jagter Was conſidered, 1 in the fame light as 


the ground forming the area of his houſe, 


and | equally with that eſteemed his home 


or property 0 long, as. he Was not guilty 
of diſobedience or rebellion. 


. —— — 
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The Anſwer to the 6th, Ith, and 8th 


Queſtions 1 is compreſſed by his Highneſs 
into his anſwer 1 the 6th. 12 481 * 10 Y 


'1 #1 3k 


All theſe (chat is, all Aba e dun ids 


ſeriptions of perſotis) are ſervants) of the 
Crown: firſt, the Habim, called N 


wab, or deputy; next, the Talboldars, other- 


wiſe Turafdars; to whoſe authority the — 


maden and Fageerdars are ſubject, in che 
. 
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fame manner as the Talookdars are ſubject 


to the authority of the Hakim; and as the 


Hain is ſubſect to the authority gf che 


King: in. fine, whatever orders, either King 


or Hakim iſſues, are as. obligatory, on the 
Zemindars, Fageerdars, and 7. abokdars, as 


the holy la. i dh 09 2997lnf 
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© Coffin, Ambaſſador from. the Niza, and 
Meer Bend Ali, a N "Fudge i Ben- 
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ieh to de Firſt Queſtion. — 
The proprietor of ther Joil 1 is he who 


 reciders-iit- flouriſhing, whether it Loy 


Rqyut, (that is, ſubject) by the permiſſion 
of che Habim, or the Halim himſelf. In 


tribute from the ſoil,” as the price of pro- 


tection: hence it follows that the Sovereign 


© 
”% {1 
* . 
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% 
can be ſaid to be entitled to ben only 
when he effectually protects the ſubject 
from the oppreſſions and injuſtice of uſur- 
pers « or lawleſs e e 80 bo 
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Anſwer to the wa gens 


The juriſdiction of the Zemindar is de- 
fined. in the Zemindary Sunmud, or patent; 
and is juſt as extenſive as. f 1s therein ex- 


28 
19 


Aaſwer to the Third a ts, 3 
es are alſo defined in the Sn. 57 


£23 797 


""Anſoret to "the Folic Quoltida 


The powets of the Zemindur extend ſo 
far only as they are fixed by the Hakim's 
e : Ing pou alſo ſtated in n Suns 

| 10-34 t 10 

Anſwer t to — 4 Fifth 1 | 

All che rights of the State or e 
agrecably to the nature of the Hakim's 
(perhaps it ſhould be the Sovereign's) 
bounty, are veſted in the Jageerdar. 
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Anſwer to ixth Que nod 


OY points. are all ſettled i in the Wo 
1 every Talbot, from the terms of which 
it is not uſual to deviate, | 


Bein oO Tor } 
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i to the Seventh Queſtion.' | | 


15 Sunn were introduced in order to re- 
move all doubtful points: all the particu- 
lars of theſe ſeveral heads are ſet forth in 
the Sunnuds, and alſo appear on the re- 
cords : it is with the fame view that writ- 
ten inſtruments are taken from perſons en- 
Rs into e Bert with a6 Rl 
9 to the Eighth Queſtion. /1 


1265 order fully to explain the uſages of 
former times, and of the preſent, it would 


4 


85 neceſſary to enter into a minute detail; 


nor is it practicable, without conſulting 
Sunnudi and Muchelkehs, (or engagements) 
to treat at all of ſuch intricate and con- 
tradictory matters in a narrow compaſs. 


12 | 
%. ws — 
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N. B. The character of the N am” g Mi- 
niſter is publicly known to be highly re- 
ane for ene and; pare nl . 


5 watt, in in 
Bengal is authenticated by a tranſlation of 
the en of Mr. Ferit: i in Fein., 


Theſe are to 3 chat 7 Bundah 
Al ,.. Duroga, of the Calcutta: Adawlut, 
conducted the buſineſs both of the Fouz- 
darry and Dewannee Adawluts, during the 
whole time of my holding the office of 
Judge and Magiſtrate, (ill ſucceeded. by 
Mr. Gladwin) with | propriety and gteat 
ability; and that 1 was well fatisfied with 
his conduct, which, as far as I en, gave | 
general ſatisfaction. 


(Signed), 


# . 
\ A | 8 * 1 , * 
October 29 1755 #15 71 
- » * 4 d 
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- And 


Joan Pra. | 


8 Jan. 18, 1 
Metr Bundah Aly having requeſted that 


I would peruſe the * Teſtimo- 


C4} _ 

nial, and certify What I know af his. cha- 
racter and conduct, I think myſelf bound 
in juſtice to ſay, that, in my opinion,” he 
fully merits all the praiſe which Mr. Petrie 
has given him. While Chinſura was un- 
der Britiſh Government, and I preſided in 
the Court of Juſtice there, the late Mr. 

Thomas Dugald Campbel acted under me as 
> emindar of Chinſura, and Meer Bundah 
Aly was his Daroga, in that capacity, as 
well as in the Calcutta Dewannee Adaulut ; 
T had in that ſituation conſtant opportunity 
of hearing what the natives faid of him, 
and of ſeeing the ability and temper with 
which he conducted buſineſs,” and' from 
whit I have ſeen and heard of him, Tthink 


him a very fit man to' be RT. in i the 
_ * adminiſtration of aac ; 


(Signed * 


Ronen: Cirantuuns. 
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Him of the r In Mahomed Ab- 
wa b Speckoor Khan, Governor 'of Alla- 
aha in i" Owde, 8 the” eforeſaid eight 


whe 


Kt 1 Han 
eb: IJ; *DOLYAnN: 
1 e the Fieſt e 


Former 7 the Rajahs and Z emindars 
tors of the Ends, but fince the reign of 

nur Shah (Tamerlane is meant) the King 
has been the proprietor of the ſoil, and 
enjoyed the power of diſpoſſeſſing the 25 
mindars at bis eee 3 


1610 127 


10 31. eg the Sat Quaſion. » | 
The object of the juriſdiction of the Ze. 

minda office 3 $ fo promote induſtry among 

-the a 5 


5 r 17 * * " 
07 bali va. dnss 


Auſwer to dhe Third egen. 


Thie Zemindars, ho excite induſtry 
among their Reæyutr, are entitled, in con- 


1 48 1 


fideration thereof, for every Bega ( ty 
cultivated) to two Bifwahs : : or, as in ſome 


Soubahs, to a premium af five per cent.; 
and this reward is called Nuntar. They 


alſo are indulged by the rn with in- 


conſiderable farms. FO * 


— to the Fourth 8 > 


The authority of the Zemindar extends 


to the nne. 4 the dues "0fGovern- 


ment. TC p * Ac y 
$0 e * * 2 271 N. j 541 


Anſwer to the Fifth Queſtion. 4 Ne 
| A Fageer 3 18 granted as a ther of Aare 
upon the uy of a ſeryant. 
Az. to the Sixth, Get. 


e e of ite (that 
is, excluſive of particular rights) being of 
a of farmers of e +, iT 


o EL 


9410 ©! TY Na 
Anſwer to che Seventh Queſtion, al M 


The Zemindars and Tahokdars : — * to 
account to Government for the eitled) 
taxes, leviable or due on the lands in cul · 


tivation; and the Jageerdars, in return | for 


[ 499 1 


the bounty they enjoyed i in their Fageers, 
uſed to perform. the duties of ſervice. 


| Anſwer to the Eighth * 


The rights of the Zemindars, in con- 
Sastatigd of their promoting the culliva- 
tion of the foil, were aſcertained (ti the © 
manner before "Rated: )© but indigent” und 
powerleſs Zemindars realize büt a ſtnall 
Portion of cheit juſt claims ;'while ſuch 48 
are refractory pay themſelves the amount 
of their Nankat our of "th their” re reſpeRtive 


ſome e of ta collections (in by form 
of balances.) The Jae ers conferred u upon 
Jag eerdarl were in infideration of the 
duties of ſeryice to be performed by them; 
at preſent "the" buſineſs Minis vatibus 
forms: and as to the Jagterdlirn all their 
Jageers e 5 
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nnn .207 30 edge T 
Wi E are now arrived at the important 
28 of 2 5 SO TORnt of the Agent 


en 


venue — e . 5 Codes. 25 
the general regulation, of Collegors 1 10 the 


revenue department, _ and regulation in 


855 adminiſtration, « of juſtice ; in the courts 


of Dewamee Adaulut, - and i in the Fouge- 
arp: or criminal courts, publiſhed 4n 


1787. Mr. Grant, in the. offics of S 


riſttadar, haying begun to. execute the te. 
venue plan Which Sir Jobn Macpherſon h ad 


approved, on the information contained in 


the Analyſis of the Revenves of Bengal, 
and compiled by him in conformity to 
the act of 1784, then conſidered as the 


Parliamentary Charter of Rights to the 


natives of Britiſh India *, it became neceſ- 


| fary for Sir 9 Shore to introduce his 


The Sinn to the Analyſis of 3 of Ben- 
2a. MS. 


t 1 


NED on che inveſtügstion reqbired by the 

act, beben he ſuperſeded Mr, Grant s opi · 
nions, to Which the new code of 178 
were not applied. The firſt queſtion at 
iſſue was no leſs important than whether 
Zemindars were the legal real proprietors 
of the ſoil as landlords, or whether they 
were officers of the Moghul, collectors of 
the revenues in behalf of the ſovereign 
proprietor of the ſoil? but it appears: that 
the Board meant to juſtify, by the anſwers 


to certain queries, a ER int 
e . nga (CORR 108 


toh 9H 


' The e of Sow ds Pon Mr. 
Grant, March, 1787, was, to prepare 
and lay before the Board a ſeries of que - 
ries for the | purpoſe of aſcertaining, as 
correctly as the nature of the ſubject will 
admit, what are the real juriſdictions, 
rights, and privileges of Zemindars, Ja- 
lokdars, and Jageerdars, under the con ; 
ſtitution and cuſtoms of the Mahomedan 
or Hindoo government, and what, were the 
tributes, rents, and ſervices, which they 
were bound to render and perform to the 
Sovereign power ; and in like manner thoſe 


( 


( 482 ] 
from” the Talbokdats:/to their immediate 
Litge Lord the Zemindar: and by wür 
rule or ſtaudard they were, or ought; ſe- 
83 to l be "regulated. O The obſervation 


en ben e. propoays queſtions relative to 


the public revenue to intereſted individuals, 
and not to anſwer the queties officially con- 
nected with his department, appears in an 
appendix to the treatiſe be publiſhed in 
Bondbn u. The queſtions which, as Se- 
 Tyſtadar, he had anſwered, ate the ſame 
to which the anſwers of different natives 
are detailed in the preceding pages. I re- 
fer to Mr. Grant's anſwer as of the fir 
authority; and it will at all times be ſound 
policy, by minute inveſtigation of intelli- 
gent covenanted ſervants, to ſuperſede the 
neceſſity of a public parade of ignorance; 
for, excluſive of the inconvenienee which 


now exiſts from the erroneous deciſion of 


this queſtion in 1789, it may occaſion 
ſerious political ineonvenience, by encou- 
aging every? ance "ON mens du Pp 
* 3107 1 7 2 [ 

Inquiry into Lanny Tere ow r 
p. 56. Debreit, 1790. e 


\ 8 
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power, to inſtitute claims, on our igno- 


rance, incompatible with the rights and 


exiſtence of the power of Great Britain in 


Britiſh India. The poblie, ! in the Above 
mentioned treatiſe ® of Mr. 'Gyarit, the late 
Seriſbtadar, may examine the arguments 
which Sir John Shore rejected; and by pe- 
ruſing the treatiſe publiſhed by Mr. Law , 
late a Member of the Council of Revenue 


in Fort: William, may examine the argu- 


ments on which Sir Jobn Shore adopted: 


in 1788, the Mocurrerry plan, ordered by 


for me to refer to theſe documents to juſ- 


tify my opinion of the inveſtigation of 


1788 and 1789, and it will not be diſputed 
that the revenue and criminal regulations 
were publiſhed i in Bengal in 1787, and that 
the definition of the perſons to whom they 


applied was not decided in 17885 nor pub- 


lily determined before the date of che fols 


.. een 3 04-7018 eee ee 
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2 Sketch of | late arran ements in 
Steckdale, 1792. of 1? nenn An 175 
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225 ee Wigan, May 20%, 4583. 
+17 GENTLEMEN, OD $5 yo or 6 e 
WITH a view to carry into ein 
che orders of the Court of Directors for a 

ment of the Bahar province, we have 
thought it expedient to take the ſubject in- 
to our conſideration at this early period, 
that at the expiration of the Fuſllee year, 
in September next, the meaſure may be 
wholly accompliſhed, or, as far as of pert 

„ eee du en 
Welk toner ip 2616 £36 en a, 

Our inſtrudtions to che Collectors of Ba- 
iy regarding the ſettlement of laſt year, 
were preparatory to the meaſure, and had 

a reference to it; we have accordingly paſ- 
ſed the following reſolution, With a view 
to the final attainment of the intended ob- 


ject. n 


nee MPF: 
iſt. That at the expiration of the pre- 
ſent Fufillee year anew ſettlement: of Babur 
be concluded with the Zemingdars,) the actual 


proprietors: of the ſoil, whether at preſent | 
independent or dependent upon any other 


Zemindars paying their rents r 
to Government. 1 bil 29175 251 16t 5378105 


And, That ö 
à period of ten years certain, with a no- 


of 1 i O07 nene: 
0 J 10 „ Horhodzuflib Ai sue 
[ba That "Ol v which each Ze- 
Want is to pay, be fixed by the Collector, 
with the reſerve of the approbation of the 
Board of Revenue, on fair and equitable 
principles, according to tbe beſt accounts 
which he can procure of the value of the 


lands, without a meaſurement of them; that 


if he ſhould deem. it eligible, he may cal! 


upon the Zemindars to deliver in propoſals 
for renting their lands, but that his Judge- 
ment is to „ m E 


* * 
oO 
$ Þ n of 
* £ 2 | JF F F & N 
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tification that, if approved by the Curt 
of Directors, it will become permanent and 
no farther r r take N at bee ; 
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the excluſive; juriſdiction of an officer ap- 
pointed by the Collector, who is to propoſe 


l 
-- 4th," That the Gunges be not included! in 
Wee with any Zemindar, but 
that, for the preſent, they remain under 


ſuch regulations as he may think beſt cal · 
culated for regulatin g and Rs duties. 


th, That the e wy cht Ze- 


mindar, being aſſeſſed, the amount thereof 


ges in it, if poſſible, previous to the con- 
cluſion of the Sudder Fumma, either by 
the Zemindar, who is to be required to 
make this diſtribution, or Collector; or ſub- 
ſequent thereto, under a clauſe binding 
each Zemindar to deliver in an aceount of 
the aſſeſſment on the villages apportioned 
to the | Sudder Fumma within three wer 
from the e of ou rte 
acts. 077180 6 ie 5 

th, That if there are es which 
a are no proprietors, the ſettlement: of 
them be aides as * —_ nen 
1 of 

9 That 10 Sudder Kiltbundy be fon re- 


* 
+ * * 
1 be 


. gulated as to afford the Zemindars all poſ- 


L 47 ] 
ſible convenience on the diſcharge of their 
rents, with a due regard: to the ſecurity: 
of Government, and that the Collector re- 
port whether any, and what, inconveni- 
ence would enſue from extending the period 
of the Sudder and Ne to two | 
ae of one: 274 P- 


1 
N 8 10 


Ws Thar the Collector do alſo eſtabliſh 
the Mofuſfil Kiftbundy; in ſuch:a form! as 
may be moſt convenient for the Reyuts,' | 
without riſking the at of Janes r 
e ane | "8? 9.01. 


gth, That a8 — e 8 Fan 
paying revenue immediately to Govern- 
ment may, in cogſequence of framitig a 
ſettlement with the Zemindars, be greatly 
increaſed, the Collectors report if it will 
be neceſſary and adviſeable to appoint Te-. 
fildars to, receive the revenues from a cer- 
tain number of the landholders, and whe- 
ther any, and what, additional expenes 
will be airs on pa account. 
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| previous to the receipt of his'commitiion, 
is to execute an obligation binding himſelf 


— — . 7⏑« ꝙ＋»Qõ7]ALÜsj 7 poet - — 
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3 2 ſubject to the appröbation of the 
Boardof Revenue, and his commiſſion is 


q 
* 


i 
| 
S 
Il 
| 
i 


in the ſecond, a creditable ſervant of the 


V 
incapable of having any concern whatever' 
in the management of the revenues, and 


that no engagements for the payment 
. be . . 10 n e 


16 l 5 ang 3 4) 


The management» of. 1 revenues of 


5 Zemindars who are minors or females, ſhall 


bx Government for this truſt, to be deno- 
minated Serbuzacar, or Manager, who, 


to a faithful diſcharge of the duties real 
ee ee, 5 181“ 


LATE Gs, 


r is e by 


TE 


on 


to: be ſigned by the Collector, and to be 


authenticated by the official fal. In re- 


commending the perſbn to this truſt, the 
following ieee are e e 


3s the ft 5 e a near 3 of 
the-Z/inindar is do be preferred to all others; 


— 4 , 
Ref a 


tf 4.9 3 
family; and in the laſt reſort, à perſon un- 
connected with it: capacity for the buſt- 
' neſs is underſtood to be a neceſſary quali- 
fication, and to be particularly dende to 
in determining the | armed e 


Lunacy, contumacy, r notoriotib pro- 
fligacy of character, are to be deetned'dif- 
qualifications of a Zemindar, and the ſet- 
tlement, in ſuch” caſes, is io be regulated 
by the proviſions above laid down with re- 

gard to the lands of minors and females; 
bit no . Zeminda# is to be excluded for any 
of the” diſqualifications mentioned in this 
article without the previous approbation of 
the pacing: Sauna in enen | 
rith, That the eee wich the 
TZemdars and Farmers be made for Sicca 
rupees, and in order to obviate any incon- 
venience which may ariſe from there not 
being a ſufficient number of Seca rupees 
in circulation for the payment of the reve- 
nues, that the farthers and Zemindars be 
allowed; till che expiration of the Fufillee = 
year,” rrg7, the option of paying their 
rents in Siccat, or in Sonauts at the Batia 

1 2 


| TT 2. | 
at which the latter are reduced into Seca: 
in the treaſury. account of the Collector. 
That the Collectors do either remit fuch 
Songut to the, Preſidency, or in the event 


Go their being obliged to pay them away to- 


anſwer bills drawn on them in Siccas, they 
inſert in their treaſury accounts the profits 
or loſs, or on the diſpoſal of them, under 
the head of profit and loſs on exchange, 
That after the expiration of the year 1197 
no other rupees. except Siccas be received 
at the treaſuries of the Collectors, it being 
the! intention of Government to put a ſtop 

to che currency of every other dhe of 
rupees. by that penal. en en 


© ww 


x37 
We direct 3 4 che xe ee be 


tranſmitted to the Collectors of Babar, 
and that they be directed to prepare for 
the formation of a ſettlement accordingl Ys, 
to the preſcriptions, of them, adviſing you 
by the end of June, . if any objectiens ſhould 
oceur to any of them, either as to the pro- 
priety or practieability e of them, to ſubmit, 
wich ſuch objections, any other propoſi- 

bens which, they may gem ware dige. 


th I 1 cdu 9 it 10 ae nt” 0 
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This ten years ſettlement, and new de- 
finition of . perſons; deliberately reſolved 
on, were publiſhed; Zemindart were invi- 
ted to ſubſcribe to it, but ſearce had they 
reached the more diſtant ſtations than they 
were followed by orders cancelling parts of 
the agreement; for Government found, by 
the experience of three months, ſtrong 
objections which ought to have been fore- 
ſeen by a curſory view of the proceedings 
of the revenue departments referred to in 
the above order, and particularly by the 
correſ pondence of Sir John Shore and Mr. 
Law v. The firſt operation of the article + 
affecting Ab/entees appeared in the accounts 
Havillee Bahar, in thoſe diſtricts of | Bahar 
in which the Maocurrerry ſettlement” had 
then taken place: the newly defined pro- 
prietors were diſpoſſeſſed ſolely on account 
of their abſence; of 70 villages, conſiſt- 
ing of 22,452 Begas, aſſeſſed at 18, 535 
rupees; and 40 villages of 10,760 Begas, 
aſſeſſed at 10, 569 rupees, were refuſed by 
the r on — ans clinch 7 


0 * Sketch of late — au, e 
1 Bid. P · 117. * e 


7 1 * ] | 

the Collector; and 4 villages, conſiſting 
of 2,679 Begas, aſſeſſed at 773 rupees, 
were taken from proprietors without any 
cauſe aſſigned; and in other parts of the 


return the detail was by no means ſuffici- 


ently: explained, Sir Jobn Shore could 
not withſtand public opinion, ſupported by 
. ſuch official evidence, and he confeſſed that 
the Mocurrerry plan, profeſſing to eſtabliſh 
hereditary eſtates with fixed rents *, in prac - 
the rules which he had deemed. adequate to 
ſecure Zemindars in their rights, and the 
Reyuts. from oppreſſion, though numerous, 
had proved indefinite and arbitrary; that 
the undefined relation of Zemindars with 
Takokdars and Reyuts, which he conceived 
would have been ſettled by defining the 
relation of Zemindar to the Severeign, and 
by leaving the Zemindar to ſettle with the 
dependants on his landed property, had 
brought forward caſes which the Revenue 
n were unable to en or deſine; 


e naps dls, Lanta vitter 
to John Shore, Eſq. Preſident, and Members of the 
2 * p. 48. 
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and in common caſes the want of data pres 
cluded deciſion on principles of juſtice and 
paliey s and that uncertain deciſion led in- 
variably either to diminution of revenue, 
or to confirmation of oppreſſive exaction ; 
that he was therefore convinced, if the 
Zemindars were left to make their arrange- 
ments with the Reyuts, which was the 
fundamental principle of the Mocurrerry 
plan, the confuſion could never be adjuſted, 
In this dilemma, Sir John Shore recom- 
mended that the ten years ſettlement, pro- 
mulgated to the country as permanent, 
ſnould be conſidered by Government as a 
period of experiment; if it ſhould be found 
impracticable to collect the tribute under 
the acknowledged inequality of aſſeſſment, 
a due diſtribution of it might prevent the 
diminution of revenue; that the new prin- 
cißle would be better introduced by degrees 
than eſtabliſhed beyond the power of re- 
vocation, but that during the ten years 
the aſſeſſment at all events ſhould be unaite- 
rable; that he was not ſorry Mr. Law's 
plan had been executed, as the experiment 
would lead to farther experience, which 
may affiſt in determining the general queſ- 


L 44 ] 

tion; but he was convinced that many 
conſequences of the plan appeared in a dif- 
ferent light in practice than they appeared 
to him when under diſcuſſion; and on the 
whole, that the fundamental prineiple of 
the plan, if confirmed, muſt be corrected 
by annulling the parts which have a direct 
tendancy to ſubvert it, and Government 
muſt ſubmit to reſcind what it has ap- 
proved d. I trace Sir John Shore's explo- 

ded opinions, ſupported in Eagland by do- 
cuments, for which Mr. Nouſe 'acknows- 
ledges his obligation to Sir Fobn Shore in 
his anſwer to Mr. Grant's Inquiry intò Ze- 
mindary Tenures +. It is no part of my 
inveſtigation to aſcertain in what degree 
Lord Cornwallis was embarraſſed when Sir 
John Shore left him to arnend his acknow- 
ledged errors; I make no doubt, all the 
circumſtances were conſidered; otherwiſe 
he would not have been recommended to 
the honourable marks of Royal favour, 
and ſent nm the 
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+, Subſtance of Sir John Shes Miu, ane 
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Marquis Cornwallis; but while the publie 


opinion in England was reconciled' to the 
definition of the Zemindar actual propri- 


etor and liege lord, by the learned diſſerta- 
tion of the Secretary of che Board of Con- | 
trol, the opinion of that tmeaſure in Indi 


may be collected from the Dedication of 
Agricold's Letters to Thomas Graham, Efq. 
Preſident of the- ne bs, Revenue. in the 
ne? extra: eien an or 

rr Nenn 

"461 When 1 feſt committed my ſenti· * 

ments to the public on the finance of this 
country, 1 little expected the important de- 
cifion regarding the Zemindars* proprietary 
rights in the ſoil would be ſo ſoon paſſed, 
or I ſhould have forborne treating of the 
ſubject, or endeavoured to do it on a plan 
conſonant to ſuch deciſion. I ſhall avoid 
ging my opinion at preſent on the pro- 
priety or neceſſity of ſuch an acktowledge- 
ment on our part, nor is it any longer 
bee to e conk their claims to it, 
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but permit me to obſerve, that the nature 
of their preſent tenures has wholly changed 
their, relation to the Company, and that 
this change involves a queſtion of the highh- 
eſt importance to their, intexeſts. Before 
I hazard auy deciſive opinion on the above, 


permit me to aſk, Whether our ſyſtem of 


finance is not wholly founded on the con- 
trary idea, viz. that the Zemindars are 
not the proprietors of the ſoil; at leaſt ] 
can view it in no other light: I have en- 
deavoured to expoſe the ſeverity and! impo- 
licy of our conduct, even under; that con · 
ſtruction of their privileges, but I, even 
now, queſtion whether the terms injuſtice 
and violence are not oc n 
. Me 

66 Mr. (4 ene in * Mo lon 
— tacit ly. denied. the Zemindars proprie- 
tary rights in the foil; and 1 am induced to 
attribute the many inconſiſtencies which 
ha has fallen inta, to the difficulty of ac- 


? knowledging ſuch rights without adopting 


ann entire -new ſyſtem; for it with clearly 
- appear; if their righes be admitted, "that 
all our — are diametrically 3 in op- 


{ 47 1 
poſition to their exerciſe thereof. If che 
Zemindars are the proprietors of che foil, 
may I aſk- Mr, Law on what authority or 
title he claims about one fixth of the coun- 
try as Crown land before we even inveſted 
them with this nomina] right ? ? we never 
conſidered the cultivated and uncultiyated 
lands as the property of different perſons, 
and under the Mogbul government the 
Zemindars were aſſeſſed for both alike; 
a plan which ſtrikes me to have equity 
and good policy for its principle, and which 
I have adopted, N otwithſtanding Mr. Law 
has made this curious reſervation, he yet 
talks of the advantage the Zemindars are 
to derive from the increaſed cultivation of 
their eſtates, which leayes a doubt of his 
fa Nen he ſpeaks of Crown lands. 


66 I cannot hy regret that the ft ju | 
are declared the proprietors of the ſoil, as 
it muſt prove an ; almoſt inſu rmountable 
obſtacle to ſecure the Reyuts from oppteſ- 
ſion, without a continued infringement of 
their privileges, . of which, no doubt, they 
will become highly jealous, whenever they 
come to underſtand more fully the mean- 


193 
ing of property, and the inconteſtible rights 
annexed thereto, and ſecured by Brityh 
laws. For my part, I think they would 
be juſtified in appealing, 'on almoſt every 
exiſting regulation, to the Courts at home, 
and doubt not but they would cauſe them 
to be done away, and recoyer pr nth wa 
35 of "he e * = | 

«Ta am fully alia ebe the ſame 
authority for conſidering many claſſes of 
Reyuts proprietors of the ſoil, and the be- 
nefits to be looked for from ſuch a meaſure 
far exceed thoſe we can derive from that 
of declaring the Zemindars and a few Ta- 
lokdars the only proprietors; ; nor would 
ſuch a declaration have involved us in fo 
many inconſiſtencies in making a ſettlement 
for the revenues: but had we not taken 
ſuch an unproduftive ſtep, we ſhould have 
been at liberty to divide the country into 
moderate portions, and to ſelect the moſt 
| competent and deſerving perſons for far- 
mers, to the! improvement of the revenues 
and ſecurity of the Reyutt; we could have 
raiſed a numerous claſs of reputable yeo- 
2 inſtead of —ͤ— 4 few, at 


[ 429, J 


the expence of MP9 of 3 we 
have, now. blaſted the proſpect of exciting 
emulation and induſtry ; : we ſhould then 
have had real Crown lands to look to for 
a future increaſe of revenue. It is a ridi- 
culous idea, to talk 1 in the fame. breath of 
aſſeſſing a country at a permanent amount, 
and yet ſubject the people to unknown 
exactions, under the plea of political ne- 
ceſſity. A little attention to the fluctua- 
tion of the value of money, in the courſe 
of a few years, will ſhew the falacy of a 
fixed and permanent rate of aſſeſſment on 
land in this country, where every other re- 
may __ where. . is 5 00. other. | An 
inſuperable objectiqn to Mr. Law's. pl: an 
ls that it ſubje&s the intereſts of thou- 
ſands to the Caprice of one, andi is, 8 fact, l 
inconfiſtent with the object aimed at.“ hea 

—_— found the Aitfieuky of. com- 
prehending the outlines of general policy 
in the plans for India, I at leaſt had given | 
credit to their local information; ; but it is 
impoſſible to explain the acknowledged er- 


rors of the ſettlement of 178 mot,” without 
(£49 n BN A 29 e n 10 dna ,f 
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lippoſt ing the Revenue Board 18 nord of 


the Mofuffil management, and that they 


had proceeded on mere reference to a bun- 
dle of Sudder Tauhoods with out recollect- 
5 ing. that the Talokdars were, nine out of 


ten, oppteſſed by the Zemindars v. The 
corrective meaſures adopted by Lord Corn- 
wallis appear to be founded on Sir Fohn 
Shore” s Minute, and Mr. Law's zeal, com- 


5 bined with information publiſhed by Agri= 
| cola. The firſt innovation of the ſettle- 


ment of Bahar, 1789, Was introduced 
with the ſettlement of Bengal, ordered not 


tp be made with Muſcoory Talookdars pay- 


ing through» Zemindars, but” with Zemin- 
dars: the diſtinftion Muſcoory Talookdar 


Was found to be cauſele}s, and at length ex- 


ploded +, and they were declared aFual 
proprietort of the ſoil compoſing their Ta- 
looks ; and to produce unity of ſyſtem, this 
Gſcovery v was extended to che Fan 


of Baber.. 


The . lde to PR or 10. 
ternal Torn. Te 117215 175 the Govertior 


71 FEY Lower . 
1 Sketch of ae Arrangements, e 44. 
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in couneil in June, 1790 * they refurned 
Gunges, | Bozars, and Hauts, "which: bad 
been included in all former ſettlements, 
and "compenſation was ordered, arriouri 

to one tenth of the net receipts, to thi 
Zemindats and nolders' of 'Malguozary ud, 
who had been per d to collect thoſe du- 
ties as part of their ſettletent; and officer 
were appointed by: Government to collect 
the duties in the Ginger, Bazar, and 
Hauts, in the Malgoozary and rent-free 
lands T. The Sair duties; inchuding och, 
were aboliſhed, with the eception in be- 
half of Government of Cah]/ arid's 
ment cuſtoms; the duties fevied on — 


grims, at Cya and other places of pügri⸗ | 


mage; the Alberry, or tax bn pit 

Kquors; and the collections malle in the 
Gunges, Bazars, and Hauts, fituated in the 
kmits of Calcutta, and with thedkteption 
in behalf of the attual proprietars, accord⸗ 
ing to che publiſhed reſolutions of 'r1th 
June; 1790, of Aboals, denominated itt 
the We e — Bunker, and yr 


* Sketch of ts Arrangements, p. 6. 6-4 
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ler z tax on , Fac orchards;.pale 


ture ground, :and fiſheries, denominated by 
the, {aid order, as, of the nau of rens and 
proper objects of ,unawhori/ed. taxation ?: 


but it appears that the extent of theſe, re- 


ſumptions was not underſtood ;, ſome were 
aſſumed and relinquiſhed half a dozen times 


mm, che firſt year, to render them compatible 
with theſ rule of Government's li 
fraction of its folemn declaration in the 
| preceding year +3,..thefe- diffculties not 
only delayed the-ſettlement many months, 
15 but cauled.a, general diffidence ; in the coun» 


try and; gonyinęed the Zemindurs that the 


Propoſed Bundebuft could not be permanent. 


Goverment, was equally embazrafled, for 


_ baying; deviated from che principle of the 


ſettlement of 2 789, it became neceflary, to 
| ;the regulations; of 1782. to render 


| them ap1.2abls to, the purpaſes,of revenue 


and criminal judicature. in the Bengal pro- 
yinces ; the amended; code. was publiſhed 


in Money 79h, ue fee, 8 50 
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E 
at Calcutta, ſuch as it now exiſts at Ma- 
_ draſs and Bombay, by royal charter, had 
been. found. adequate to the purpoſes of 
juſtice and police previous to 1757, the” 
period at which the Company was obliged 
do apply to the King for powers to reſent 
injuſtice, and to recover from the uſurpers 
of the Magus power the privileges which 
had been granted to the Company by the 
Mogul. The King of Great Britain granted 
to the Company in 1757 his right to the 
plunder. and booty of . warfare; and the 
ſucceſſes of the Company not only repaid 
their loſes, but rendered them the moſt}. | 
rf. Ren 


” 
. 
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powerful among che ulutßers; and the 
Mogul finding it impoffible to relfiftate 
himſelf in the Bengal provinces without 
the aid of the Engl; iſh, threw himſelf un- 
der their Protecxion; they pleaded their 
faith to uſurpers 1 ge they had ſupported, 
and the Mogul was under the neceſſity of 
ſigning the paftition of his empire in the 


manner which Lord Clive dictated, judi- 
_,_ couſſy and politically ſtated according to 


the circumſtances of the Enegli iſh at that 
period, with a view of eſtabliſhing the em- 
pite of Bra India; but fooliſhly and un- 
- jiftly, if Delhi and Allahabad is permitted 
to become an Hoſtile inſtead of à friendly 
barrier; and if Oude, inſtead of 4 powerful 
dependant, becomes an oppreſſed or an in- 


5 dependant power. The northern defence 


being ſecured by Lord Ciibe's partition, 
and the north-weſt batricr vf Banga being 
in the hands of independant Rajabs, Who 
had preferred their faſtneſſes with limited 
diſtricts to ſubmiſſion to Mabomedim or 
Mabratta government, required no change; 
the Circars were at that time important, 
from being the quarter in which the French 
could practiſe the leſſon which the Enghf 


| I ws 
had ſo aptly learnt. - They were hot re; 
ſponſible to the prejudices. and conſtitu: 


they were bent on attaining power in in- 


grants or as allies, to rout the French in 
the Circars as allies to the Nuam, rather 


by a general war. The grant of the Circars 


by the Mogul was made a paramount legal 


title to ns ſovereignty, and was eſtabliſhed 
alſo by the Britiſb army; but the Mogu?s 


grant of the Bengal provinces was framed 


to be compatible with the Company's Eu- 
ropean and Indian intereſt, and apparently 
with their engagements to the Nabob 
whom they had made. The Company 
became Dewans, or receivers of the Sove- 


reign's revenues, not accountable: to the 


Mogul, to cover by that nominal office 
whatever revenue they could not ſtate as 


Plunder and booty" in their account with | 


the King of Great Britain, and having got 
> purſe, they were not. inclined to let 
. a e of the fiction; they ſet- 
tled a * on their--Nabob; * 

r f 2 


tional jealouſy of a free government, but 


alia, and it ſuited the Britiſb policy to:grovel 
with the Company's ageney, under native | 


than to reſiſt and defeat the policy of France, 


L 436 ] 2 | 
pointed an intelligent, native to execute the 


functions of Naxim; from which period 


the ſovereignty has been excluſively in the 


Engiiſb. T he Company might have cheat · 
ad the ſtate if their ſervants could have 
been permitted to adopt ſimilar definitions; 


they had ſeen the profit of monopoly and 


inland trade, which they knew to be diſ- 
tinct from tetritorial reveuue, or the Com - 

| pany's commerce, and thought it reaſon · 
able that they ſhould enjoy them as per- 
auiſites under the veil of the native govern- 


ment; the chief ſervants, civil and mili- 


tary, therefore entered openly and largely 


in mercantile concerns, with the powers of 
government to enforce privilege of mono- 


poly. The Company was unable to con- 
trol their principal ſervants; their princi- 
pal ſervants were unable to control thoſe 


who were not their partners; and the Com- 


pany could not proceed without applying 


to Parliament: this neceſſity may be ad- 


Auced as a political leſſon, and in conſir- 


mation of f the 7 excellence of | th e Brit ih 


_ conſtitution, which poſſeſſes in itſelf the 
principles of renovation and ſelf · correction, 


e the ke of the times or the 


1 7 J 
neceſſity of particular caſes force its ſubs 
jeQs een wee eee 


— ein V19 10 


At che ofed the os cee mi- 


nute „ was entered on their proceedings, 


Lord Clive and the Select Council told the 
Directors they were become . the Sove- 


reigns of a rich and potent kingdom * 


„not only the colledtors, but the proprie- 


tors, of the Nabob's dominions.“ Gover- 
nor Haltell made them remember that the 


plunder of the provinces during the decay 
of the Mogul'government had been divided 


that the Soubah had the hon's ſhare. The 
Company appeared to approve the idea of 
retaining the whole legal and illegal profits, 
by taking the Magul's ſhare as Dewan un- 
der his grant, and alſo the Saubab's exac- 
tions, and the:Dewwan's: peculations, toge- 
ther with the ce yearly produce of the 
country. Governor Holtwell's valuation 
2 n has been reckoned E A8 
15 bers 368; 28th Otober, aka; CRITTORY, 
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- The Curing thus obliged » to: a to 
enn and convinced that che tem- 
porary expediency. of the veil of native ad- 
miniſtration could not be rendered perma- 
nent or effectual, determined, in 17 71. to 
ſtand forth as Dewans, and to realiſe. a 
1773 went much farther than the Com- 

pany wiſſied; and the application of its 
powers not only gave riſe to differences 
between the judges and the government 
in India, but between the Governor Gene- 
ral and his Council, duriug which period 
every circumſtance” tended to delay the 
eſtabliſhment of good order and of eſſfeo- 
pointed ſuperviſors in Bengal, the re- 

venue aud adminiſtration of juſtice was 
veſted in them; a Council of Control at 
ae ee N e nen were 1 


. Page 36 


{ 49 1 


pointed 40 control. the calleRars, and theſe * 


were. {ſubordinate to the Supreme Council 


of the Preſidency. On the paſſing the act 


of 1773, the Khalſa, or head revenue 
court, was moved from Moorſbedabag to 
Calcutta, and the two. proyincial councils 


of control were aboliſhed, and the whole 
control veſted in the Council of Calcutta. 


If the parliamentary promiſe, Which * 


haye called the Charter of Britiſb Iudia , 
is not dead letter, the cafe of Nundeomar 


eloquenee and ability have not been want- 
ing to repreſent it to the feelings of Great 
Britain, hut I much queſtion Whether Bri- 


its courſe, if fortunstely it had not alſo 


impeded: the current buſineſs of the re- 
venue, as the letters of Mr. Haſtings + 
and thoſe of Mr. Francis above ſtated teſ- 


tify $- It is propoſed to ſhew in what 


manger the ſupreme government got rid of 


the. RB e ende en Reer 
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venue and the natives * _— from _ 
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* 1005 . — were — 


and the diſtricts divided, and provincial 
councils eſtabliſhed at Moorſhedabad, Dig- 
-napore, Dacca,"Burdwan, Patna, and Cal. 
cutta, and the adminiſtration of juſtice in 


a Member of Council by rotation. The 
new ſyſtem of management, of a ſingle 
ſuperintending Committee ſtationed at the 


Preſidency, with the additional charge of 
ſeven lacks, connected with the eſtabliſh- 
ments of Dewanny Adaulet amounting to 
fix lacks more, evidently intended to eſta- 


bliſh a Court of Exchequer according to 
the Mogul ſyſtem, totally diſtin from 
other tribunals of the empire, and to ex- 


tend the forms of its civil juriſdiction over 


all natives paying rent or duties; it was 


obvious to thoſe who underſtood India that 
nine tenths of the people came under this 


deſcription, claſſed either as farming land- 
Holders. or manufacturing Reyuts; by ſup- 
porting this diſtinction the warrants and 


wWrits of the Supreme Court became uſe· 


. 


[441 l 
to — er Bricifclanalleniniftered to the 
natives, without attention to their cuſtoms 
and opinions, would prove intollerable. 
I have already obſerved“ in what degree, 
by the act of 1781, Parliament reduced the 
juriſdiction of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, on the general opinion of Britiſb 
ſtatute law being inapplicable to the man- 
ners of the Eaſt; it only remains to ſtate 
the modifications of the native courts, pro- 
feſſedly to connect the adminiſtration of 


Juſtice of the country. with che rer | 


has wed revenues. | 
150 209 ian 
ee in 177% to _ dhe ro- 
venue cauſes excluſively in the Provincial 
Council, and thereby diſtinguiſh the juriſ- 
dition of revenue cauſes from the juriſ- 


Adaulet and Fougedarry or Criminal Court, 
both newiy modelle; but the-acknow- 
ledged oppreſſion of the Reyuts or Pottab 
holders was ſo great, that Mr. Haſtings ap- 
pears to have Seer r en as for tho 


17135 6, ings. e 
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diction of the Civil Court of 'Dewannee 
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provincial op to-do them: juſtice. Ka 
manage the collections, and therefore 10 
have given the cognizance of exactions not 
warranted by Pottabs or leaſes to the court 


' » «Adautet Deruannee Zillagaus . In 1780 


the adminiſtration of juſtice was ſeparated 

ſome diſtricts, as at Chittrab,  Boglepore, 

Hamabad, and Rungpore, the colleQars for 
the time being were made the judges in 
1781, the period of the increaſe. of the 
courts of Adaulet and of the eſtabliſhment, 
which continued during Ms, Hofings' ad- 
miniſtration; it would therefore appear that 
che juſtice of the country was ſufficiently 
dependant on the revenue, but jt did not 
prove ſo: the criminal juriſdiction had 
deen at all times diſtinct from the civil, 
and a collector, alſo judge, both of civil 
and revenue cauſes, might be embarraſſed 
by the chicanery of the Fougedarry or Ni- 
Lam's courts, if a native chaneed to incur 
the penalties: or wilfully elaimed the juriſ- 
diction of the rang, nen ihe 


. Plans for Bri las, Ps 114. 
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was by no means impoſſible that one ma- 
nufacturer, being alſo cultivator of land, 
as they moſtly are, might have a Pear in 


purſuit of hirn at the ſuit of the receiver 
for rent ; another on a civil ſuit in the 


Deruannee Adaulet, of which the collector 


was judge : another at the ſuit of the com · 
mercial agent, for the produce of his labor 
as manufacturer, to which private —_— 
often inſtituted concurrent chim, on ac · 


count ef their advances of caſh to the ma- 


nufacturer, Which they followed up by 
arreſt, on their own authority, though ge- 
nerally under the claim of privileges, exer- 
It is clear chat lalf-finiſhed clothes cut 
from the loom cannot  ſatisfy- the juſt 


criminal meſſenger, arreſts, ſuch delinquent 
muſt be ruined, and the adminiſtration: of 
juſtice is endangered either by its ſubſer- 
viency to revenue, or by oppreſſive and 
indefinite concurrent juriſdictions, incompa- 


üble with European or Mobomedas policy. 


claims of the trader, and that it matters 
not whether an exchequer, or a civil or a 
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When Parliament had curtailed the pre- 
tenſions of the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture in 1781, theſe embarraſſments in the 
native courts: were conſidered; the\Fouge= 
darry and \ Tannadary eſtabliſhments were 
aboliſhed ; and civil judges; being Com- 
pany's covenanted ſervants,” were appointed 

to act as magiſtrates, to apprehend 2 
charged with the commiſſion of wrong, or 
_ crimes,” or acts of violence, but were re- 


quired to make reports unto a department 


of the Preſidency under the control of tlie 
Governor General; and in this ſtate the 
courts remained till 1787, when, according 
to Sir John Shore's ſyſtem," the collectors 
were made judges of Dewannee Adaulet, 


and magiſtrates with Fongedarry juriſdiction, 


| 3 of petty criminal cauſes, to inflict 
corporal puniſhment,” or to impoſe fines on 
hs! | endes ; and his power extended 
to the commitment of Zemindars or land- 
holders for breach of the peace, or conni- 
wee ar Yi of ERIN) you WR 


OF 
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t Art. 13 Regulation ol 8 or + Criminal 
Courts. Calcutta, 1787. 
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meaſure, of power. to the collector of re- 
venue, making him party and judge in re: 
venue cauſes, and uniting in his perſon all 
the civil, and great part of the criminal, 
juſtice of his diſtrict; but the juriſdiction 
of the Naxim was ſtill oſtenſible, for the 
magiſtrate arreſted, and muſt ſend to jail, 
but he had not permiſſion to releaſe him if 
the examination convinced him of the pri- 
ſoner's. innocence *. By the regulations of 
1787:the collector was to become a check 
on the Fougedar, or Naxim, and the collecy 
tor's-, repreſentations againſt. bis neglect 
were to be tranſmitted to the Governor 
General, who was to repreſent thereon to 
the Nazim : the reports of the Fougedarry 
collectors ſoon convinced the Marquis Corn» 
wallis of the neceſſity of more prompt aud 
impartial juſtice, and he propoſed the mea 
ſure of removing the Namut Adaulet, or 
chief criminal court, from Moorſbedabad to 
Calcutta, and to inſtitute courts of circuit, 
three for Bengal and one for DART z. each 


wr Sketch of late Arrangements, p. x xxi. Mr. ; Low's 
note. 
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ee aſſiſted — — Mufti : 
aud by the preſent aQ, the Supreme Court 


of Judieature is to iſſue commiſſions of the 


peace, and juſtices ſo appointed may ſit 
alſo in the courts of Oyer and Terminor x, 
and the juſtioes may aſſbeiate with the 
judges in cauſes appealed; conſequently, 
if the collector ſhall be juſtice of the peace 
in addition to his other powers, as juſtice 
he will fit in che court of Oyer and Termi- 
ner to execute the law of "England; and if 
he retnernbers the 21ſt of Geo; III. cap. 50, | 
ſec. 7, he will be able to elude the poſſi- 
bility of an appeal layiug either in Britiſb 
ot native courts; for it is there enacted, 
that tlie faid fupreme court ſhall not 
have, or exerciſe, any juriſdiction in any 
matter concertiitig the revenue, or con- 
| cerning any act or acts ordered or done in 
the collection thereof, according to the 
ufage of the country or the regulations of 
the Governor General and Council.“ 


A . : l TA; ein f ES fg wi * 7 2 
I refer to the lateſt information, which 


.* Plans for Britiſh India, p. 13%. * 


e . 
has been publiſhed by the permiſſion of 
the Board of Control this year “, in which 
Mr. Bruce has ſtated the regulations of 
1987; and the amended code of 1791; 
was rather ſurpriſed to ſee the code of 
178 ſo ſoon amended, and notwithſtand- 
ing I remembered Governor Haltvell's opi- 
nion, that a collector had ſufficient buſitieſs 
if he attended to his duty of collector F, 1 
to have occafioned ſuch: complicated 'buſts 
neſs, as appears by the returns frum the 
diftrifts to the Revenue Board at Calcuiiu 
in December 1791; at which period 
the undecided cauſes amounted to ſeventy- 
ſeven thouſand, excluſive of Mhal cauſes, 
and diſputes between Reyut and Reyut, 
and between Zeminuar, or Renter, and Rr. 
yut; and alſo excluſive of cauſes in the 
 Fougedarry departments, all which were 
then under the collector, together with his 
collection It is expected the powers of 
the Nat Num, as ow 15 the 3 


Jo Plans for Britiſb 1 part, 6 d, 
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Adaulet, being veſted in the Governor Ge- 
neral and Supreme Council, aſſiſted by the 
| Caunee ul Cozaat, or head Mabomedan judge, 
all the proceedings of criminal caſes tried 
before the Courts of Circuit previous to 
the execution of judgement: and that a 
farther amended code, in 1793, will amend 
the two former codes publiſhed ſince Lord 
 Cormwallif's arrival at Calcutta; the Collec- 
tor muſt then again define his Exchequer 
authority, and the civil and criminal juriſ- 
dictions will be again ſeparated; the regu- 
lations may define the ſeveral juriſdictions 
with accuracy; they did ſo before they 
were univerſally united in the collector in 
1787 but the caſes were ſo blended in 
practice, that it was, and will continue to 
be, impoſſible to claſs them, and determine 
to which tribunal they belong. It is not 
ſuppoſed that the Supreme Board of Judi- 
cature can be again thought of as a ſubſti- 
tute for thoſe defects of revenue judicature; 
that court remains under the preſent act as 
it ſtood ſince the act of 1781, with the 
addition of ny 6. now made a court of 


* 
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admiralty, and will iſſue commiſſions of 
the peace ordered by the Governor Gene- 


ral; with ſome encouragement, the old 
conteſt for; juriſdiction, might be revived, 


and an act of indemnity would again be 
neceſſary ; but the conſequence which 
Lord Clive predicted“ ĩs not likely to ariſe, 
if the Court of Directors, who are deemed. 


by Parliament competent to. ſelect) gover 


nors, -ſhall, acquieſce, in the, pretenſions 
that court to refuſe a barriſter the benefit 


of 'theis licence without a reaſon, aſſigned ;. 
ſo long as the Supreme Court of Judica- 


ture exiſts, reference to the Chief Juſtice 
of the King's Bench ſhould ſanction the 
licence of Directors, without which no 
one mould practiſe Englj/h law in India; 
the judges. in Bengal ſhould, be reſponſible 
for the purity of the practice in their 
Court: but . Sciant Judices ſe jus dicere, 
non ds, Leges interpretari, non con- 
dere 1. We are at preſent in no danger 


from Britiſh or from. Hindoo law, but we 
are 1400 to become e in ha any 


dan hw. 
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When we refer to the Koran as the uni- 
verſa! code, we cannot be ſuppoſed to look 
for a definite rule; a celebrated writer in- 
forms us, the ſubſtance of the Koran, un- 
created and eternal, brought from heaven 
by the angel Gabriel, was revealed i in ſcraps 
by Mahomed according as it ſuited his po- 
licy or 'pafſion ; they were collected two 
_ years after his death and publiſhed, and 

the facred volume, in all its various edi- 
tions, boaſts the miraculous" privilege of 
an uniform and uncorruptible text. At the 
end of 200 years the Sonna, or oral law, 
_ preſerved" by his wives and companions, 

was fixed and conſecrated by the labours 
of A! Bochari, who difcriminated 7275 
genuine traditions from a maſs of 300,000 
reports of more doubtful or ſpurious cha- 
| rafter; the work has been approved by 
the four orthodox ſects of Sonntes, It ap- 
pears that we have ſelected the commen- 
tary of Mobumed and Tuagf; we are told + 
"Oe" her! thirty” re we had Wasted 


1 


+ Giba's Due f th Reon bun, Vol. V, 
Os 50. 
t . for Britiſh India P · 43. 
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| [ 45s J | 
between their doctrine which made the in · 
tention, the criterion of guilt: and Aboo 
Huneęſb, who made the manner or inſtru- 
ments with which murder was committed, 


the rule of determining the puniſhment; 
and that the queſtion had been lately de- 


termined by turning Aboo out of court. 

On later information of Sir William Janes, 
we are referred to A Serajiyah,' as before 
ſtated ®, who declares his diſſent to certain 


am very well convinced that no honeſt fol- 


lower of Omar, or of Ali, though required 


by act of Parliament to take the pre- 


ſeribed oath every ſix days inſtead of 


every ſix months, would put it in com- 
petition with the fundamental principles 
of the law of Mabamad, or ſentence te 
death if che heir pardons ; much leſs ſhall 
we have from the follower of Omar a tear 
of pity, ſuch as Mabomed ſhed over the 


tomb of his mother, for whom he was for- 
bidden to pray ; though by his faith he muſt | 


continue to believe the Brito conqueror 


e to the loweſt abyſs of everlaſting 8 


* IntroduAtion, page iv. 
Gg 2 


doctrines, as incompatible. with juſtice and 5 
with the doctrines of Omar and of Ali. I 
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torments. We might expect better chance 
from the twelve Imaumt, or heads of faith, 
deduced from Fatima, the daughter of Ma- 
bomed, given in marriage to Ali, whoſe fol- 
lowers, more tolerant, acknowledge the 
ſcriptures, but deny the divinity of Chriſt, 
and firmly believe all nations will! be con- 
verted to'Mahomediſm on the day of judge- 
ment *. Even chequering me juriſdiGion 
of Muſſulmen and Hindoos by making Mu 
ſulmen collect from Durburtur and Bermut- 
tur lands +, and Hindoos collect from K hy- 
uat. lands: may vex, but would fail in effect, 

if the tax is not defined with juſtice, and 
8 f come . _— E 47 
The by 166: TIE in a a variety 0 
codes, enumerated in the Ayeen Atberry, 
recorded ſpecial grants to different claſſes 
of ſubjects whom he governed; by huma- 
nity and policy he ſoftened the independant 
ſpirit of fanaticiſm with which the Mahome- 
_ FRY N of W or ad 
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I 
eriſice, looked down on the ſlaves of ſu- 
perſtition. There can be no doubt but the 
Parliament of Great Britain, conſiſtently 
with the principles of a free conſtitution 
and the influence of Chriſtianity, may from 
the code of Akbar ſelect the rule, and by 
its vigilance gradually diffuſe the bleſſings 
of its protection to an inoffenſive people. 


The deſcription of Caurees in 1789 and 
in the reports of the Committees of the 


Houſe of Commons, concur that the 


venality of  Cauxees ſince the Company's 


acceſſion to the Dewamee added new taxes 
on Reyuts and compromiſed criminal of- 
fences q; I ſhould as much eee 
N as thai ppg Ro pants hates 


EY 45 not require . Ee 
ledge to ſympathiſe with the Britiſb native 


ſubje& of India, who, grievouſly opprefied, 


has bitherto found the courts of: juſtice 
ſhut to his ſuit, if enough of his property 
does not 2 N25 after Ong the e 
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ſential rights of Caſts would be perpetually 


LS 
to make a depoſit of money in court pro- 


portioned to the greatneſs of the cauſe, 
chat it may be admitted to a heating, 
This might be neceſſary when the courts 
claimed the Choxt or fourth of the amount 


of all ſuits for their perquiſite; and the 
credibility of one Muſſulman oppoſed to 
two Hindoos ® might ſuit Mubomeuam con- 
querors ; but the continuance of ſuch diſ- 


tinction between ſubjetts is neither conſiſ- 


tent with policy nor juſtice; and yet the 


jury of Muſſulmen and Hindoo) +, as recom- 


mended by Mr. Law, appears not leſs in- 
expedient : becauſe we know that the eſ- 


violated unneceſſarily, if perſons, ignorant 
of the diſtinctions, formed what they 
thought a creditable liſt of jurors, merely 


to aſſume the form of Briiſſb juries: Par- 
liament is pledged to reſpect uſage and 
opinions, but not to e the abuſes 
- nf uſurpers, 
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Ic TD the analyſis of the Pro- 
vincial Eſtabliſhments of Mahomedan Con- 
| querors in the countries conſtituting Britifh 
India, by an illuſtration of the expediency 
of native forms o previous to the confirmed 


4 $ 


abuſe + of. viceroyal aſſeſſments by Zemin- 


 dary juriſdictions in'1 730, which ever fince 
has influenced the appropriation of the ter- 
ritorial revenue cbllected from the Reyutrs. 


The extracts from Mr. Grant's analyſis of 


the revenues of Bengal, and his political 
ſurvey of the Win CM, bibößtt 
us to the knowledge of the amount of the 


fundamental alienations at the period of the 


acquiſition' of the Dewannee, and of the 


extent to which the peculatioi of native 


and European managers, or the ignorance 


or inattention of Parliament, had allowed 


the actual collections on the country to be 


* Page 217. 4 Page 201. 
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diverted from the public treaſury. His 


remarks apply, to the Naturally intricate 
part of Indian finance to the \M; of uſfil Ze- 


mindary 25 or ordinary eſtabliſhment of in- 


ternal government of the provinces, and 


are connected to the cireumſtances of the 


Bengal provinces in 1784. The Sudder, or 


extraordinary civil and military eſtabliſhment 


incident to Britiſb government, has hitherto 
been more complicated and artificially. in- 
tricate from a, variety of eircumſtances, 
particularly from combinations, of propric- 
tors and directors to maintain the veil of a 
double government. and elude the claims of 
the public; from combinations of the 
Company s ſervants; to elude the claims of 
che Company; from che combination of 
natives to elude both; and alſo. from the 
preponderance of oratory; in and out of 
Parliament, during the conteſts for power 
which connected the exi iſtence of the King's 


| adminiſtration of the Britiſh; empire with 


the ſelection of a plan to control the Com- 


pany's admminiſtration 3 in Britiſh India. The 
; conſtant cee 6 of 985 a of Parlia- 


dos 598% page 2 N 
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ment during the inveſtiga tion of paſt tranſ 


forward the general ſtatement of the Com- 
pany's! affairs; at the period of the coali- 
tion adminiſtration, they were ſtated, as 
far as the accounts were intelligible, with 


form in 1785, which will ſufficiently 
explain this paradox. The readineſs with 
which Mr. Dundas promoted inquiry in 
Parliament was employed: by ſome Mem- 
bers in 1790 to explain particular opinions, 
and by others to complete the average ac- 
gount of receipts and diſburſements in the 
Company's revenue and commercial ma- 
nagement from 1785 to that period; they 
furniſh the complete documents for the 
compariſon of che three firſt years of Lord 
Cornewallis's: financial financial management. The 

approaching expiration of the Company's 


sbdecehel neceſſary inveſtigation 
previous to the introduction of the bill, 


adopted 5 Fama this year, occaſioned 


Att; 115 . 8 ar * 55 aA I tes YO 174; by M9 14} 1 * 


0 * 
* Page 390. 4 p 1 ISS. 
* 4 * 
. « * N 
' 


actions in India; at ſhort intervals, brought 


arithmetical truth by Mr. For, and yet : 
Mr. 'Pztt's''prophetical: ſtatement proved 
true; I have ſtated the amount of the re- 
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a general public review of the accounts, 
for the purpoſe of calculating the amount 
of the net ſurplus by trade as well as re- 
venue reaſonably to be expected for the 
participation of the Company and the 
public, according to the proviſion of the 
former acts, during a farther period of 
| twenty years. Mr. Ruſſel, - Solicitor to the 
Board of Control“, as an Eat · India Pro- 
prietor, on authentic documents, and on 
his knowledge of the financial concerns of 
the Company, ſtated his opinion of the 


ſiurplus: the Eaſt - India Company: publiſh- 


ed alſo their opinion; and either account 
appears: ſufficiently accurate for the object 
of the inveſtigation, which was obviouſly 
to aſcertain whether the rule of appropria- 
tion eſtabliſhed by the - e ee 
nnen root; Oo aft bers: 
Nit 304: tan Gen 
ths 8 that] Mr. Ruſſel fred! bis tate 
ment on average, and the C 5 had 
not been governed by the medium or ave- 
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[ 459 ] | 
ments for any former period, but have 
given their reaſons for departiug from the 
one and the other; in conſequence their 
receipts are not increaſed, though the new 
ceded countries of Tippoo © Sultaun. ' are 
brought into the account, while the pro- 
bable diſburſements are augmented : the 
reſult of the whole is, that the probable 
net revenues of the Indian poſſeſſions, in- 
cluding the new ceſſions, are eſtimated by 
the Company only at C. 1,621, f, from 
which C. 567,923 per annum is to be de- 
ducded for the intereſt of the India debt, 
leaving a net ſurplus of C. 1, 059, 127: to 

this ſum they add C. 350, oo0 a year for the 
produce of imports and certificates in India, 
making . 1, 409, 127, from which ſum 
they take C. , 127, ooo for an inveſtment 
of Indian goods, and £.250,000 | towards 
au inveſtment of China goods, leaving a 
ſurplus in Iudia of C. 33, 12 à year; with 
theſe aids they compute on ſuch yearly 
fales as, with their annuity and profits on 
private trade, will produce a net ſurplus in 
England of (. 1, 207, 114, after paying a 
dividend of 8 per cent. on the preſent capi- 
tal ſtock of five millions, and the intereſt 


| on... 2 
of their bond debt, the expences of re- 
cruits and all other current charges at 
home, and the eſtabliſiment for St. He- 
lena. Mr. Ruſſel's ſurplus amounted to 
. 1, 350, , conſequently his difference 
with the Company was only L. 142, 886, 
which appears a cloſe approximation if 
compared with the oppoſite ſtatements in 
1783. It is not material to decide between 
arbitrary deductions from inaccurate docu- 
ments, but it ĩs material to render vouchers 
correct, that ſyllogiſms may not be want- 
ed to make up for arithmetical inaccuracy. 
Government and Parliament will find their 
advantage in keeping off the veil from the 
arcana of Indian politics; the nation will 
ſupport what they underſtand, and if any 
part of the artificial management of former 
periods ſhall be allowed to revive, public 
- opinion and the control of Parliament will 
de eluded by colluſion of irreſponſible pro- 
prietors with reſponſible miuiſters, and Par- 
liament ĩtſelf, which can withſtand all open 
attacks, * be ne to its _ nes. 
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Parliament was informed in 1772 * 
« Your Committe have been obliged to 
make up the account to different periods, 
as the Company's Preſidencies do not ob- 
ſerve the ſame periods for forming the an- 
nual aceounts tranſmitted home.“ Vour 
Committee alſo find ſeveral articles of ex- 
pence” which ought to be charged to the 
account of territorial acquiſitions" involved 
in the expenoes incident to the commerce 
of the Company, and to the general ma- 
nagement of their affairs at home, &cs 
under the many difficulties in which this 
part of their inquiry is involved, the Com- 
mittee can only ſtate ſuch materials as will 
enable the Houſe to form a general judge 
ment of the ſubject . I am ſure that 
the ſame remark applies to the preſent 
period, and the powers of the preſent act 
are fully ample for control; and the inte- 
reft of the Company and of the public 
combine in ſimplifying the Company's ac- 
he and i in W hs: N of 


10 


. Third Regort'of Sree Commine, p. 59. 
. id. P · 72. 
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the double agency, becauſe the et of 
bath form =o common 2522355 | 


| | What. has 101 ae; et Mr. 20 
on the Mofufſ Zemindary and on the dei - 
nition of Zenindars in the preceding chap- 
ters, will point out a elear diſtinction be- 
tween the Mofulil and Sudder charges #, 
The Company's military audit is already 
ſufficientiy correct for all. purpoſes of con- 
trol; but the ciwil audit requires extended 
and defined: powers to connect the ſervices, 
and by a general review to correct errors, 
demonſtiably of European origin, reducible 
to control by reſtoring to ¶fiatic accounts 
of the territorial revenues and civil diſburſe- 
ments their former 188 8 {oh Too. * 

1 hes Awg A at Bak) or a 
cen of crops, bad been the rule of 
tribute from the earlieſt periods, and that 
the Charter of Rights granted by Akbar to 
the natives of Britiſo India had been in- 
violate ſubſequent to the uſurpation of 
Jaſier Khan, and until the Britiſb oonque- 


. Page 270. + Pages 200 and 313. 
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rors found it convenient to elude control 


It was hardly to be expected that Mgbomed 
A; Khan ſhould impoſe on himſelf all the 
control' of the pure ſyſtem of Akbar if the 


Company choſe to ſtand forth Dewans. and 


not Soubah, when they allowed the territo- 


8 ning: en ee in _ gener | 


ee 


1 in te eee 
and in the northern Circars+, at the ac- 


quiſition of the Dewannee, and ſince the 
year 1765, could not have eſcaped detec- 


tion if the regiſter office, under the name 


of Canongoe in Bengal, and of Deſpandeah | 
in the Decan, had been reſtored to the ex- 
erciſe of its duties deſcribed on Mr. Grant's 
information J. Without an argument, its 
diſuſe is evident, by reference to tlie re- 


cords of Parliament for the definition of 
the e ones 0 ' F941 


W 17 

ee ee nat 
1 Page 149. 0 
$ Sen Report ofthe Cammite of Sec p. 314. 
1773. 
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te The nature and: ſervices of this office 
ate fully explained in the 8 
the'Mobi/bedabad Council of REvenue, 2 
July, 27% — 
that their utility is almoſt ſuppreſſed; from 
the change which has taken place in the 
ever, to the ancient form of government, 
and deference to the grants, which they 
hold for their office from the Court of 
Delhi, the Cornmittee think the Head Ca · 
nongoe may be continued, either receiving 
beit preſent Ruſſaums, or whatever may be 
— as an adequate pegſion, but that 
all the dues allotted for the ſupport of 

their officers (inferior Canongoes) in the 
diſtricts may be attached, and thoſe officers 
enrolled among the monthly officers of 
each Cutrberry; thus the government will 
ſtill reap the benefit of their knowledge 
and experience in carrying on the buſineſs, 
while a conſſderable ſaving will be produced 
from the reſumption of the dues wy 2 
hitherto received.” fy: 


» 7 : 
« 4 PoE * - 


; Notes, 6 The office of cee is of 


* * Sixth deren, Commits of Secrecy, p. 314- 


[4] 
Royal inſtitution, of long ſtanding, and, 


in many places, hereditary; it is frequently 


exerciſed by deputy, though the emotu- 


ments are enjoyed by the principal? in 


ſome diſtricts it has been long aboliſhed. 
The Canongoes have uſually had the care 


of the Suuaer and Mofufil records and all 


papers atteſted by the Canangoe are received 


as authentic and deciſive in all diſputes ' 


relative to lands, their ee e 
a ee apy N V.c) | Hackl. 24 
un . Orne 1 * 1k 105 


n i farther! obſerved i in ah6;r9perth®, 


that Canongoes, Regifters of land; have no 
authority, but cauſes of land are often re- 


ferred to their decide by we n. | 


Wan. * 8 31. * 17 HH nes 


; 4 2. G4 's £18183 Ty 1 f * * 


When 1 Wed into ee Aer 


for the deſcription of the inferior Cum 
Zoes of diſtricts thrown off from the Head 


Canongoe, it appeared that, hy the regula- 


tions of Akbar, Canongoes were paid by 
Government according to their rank, and 
Putwarrees were paid by the villages by. a 


S en Report of Commine of Sees oY 
H h 


* 
= 
— —— — —BL[— — — — — - - — 
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1 
Suddurqy, or allowance of 21 per cent.; 
they are thus defined: The Puituarry is 
employed on the part of the huſbandman 
to keep an account of his receipts and diſ- 
burſements, and no village is without one 
of theſe. The Canongae is the protector of 
the huſbandman, and there erer 


| en a i 3319375 LID; 50 
and = 94511990 baue ; eee Zur n 
| as 5 Grndegoat had linde to do in 17%, 
we ſhall find, by the Bengal revenue con- 
' ſultations in 1789, that the Mocurrery plan 
did: not include thoſe; officers t. 5* The 
Canamgves Will have nathing to do when 
the village allotment takes place. When 
the Mocurreys ſhalli be confirmed the Co- 
nongae office becomes uſeleſs; the old offi- 
Receive their ſalaries for life, for 
a: che rent of each village with its mea- 

JOS are herein particulariſed, the old 

records are not neceſſary f. * Tehſeeldars 
might exnpley the uſeleſs neee e 

| A [146 er . ae A l 

. ben lien, Vol. as. 1 
+ Mr. Law has withheld his Appendix E pr to 
6 1 office, p. By: Sketch of late * 
ments. , 

"ts page ups: o#icmeno 5 10 b ins 
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[4 ] 

. receipts'®.”” In Bahar the Canongoc s Se- 
foordaneh,- ow the report of the Tehſeeldar, 
was ordered to be- aboliſhed as an impofe- 
tion . The conſequent alteration of the 


Reyw's ſituation is ſtriking in every point 


of view; inſtead of his heritable Pottah 


regiſtered by the Canongoe and guaranteed. 
by the Sover eign, he is turned over to the 
Zemindar, his liege lord and proprietor of 


the ſoil. A village by the Mocurrery plan 


is defined to be an average aſſeſſment of 


an extent of ſoil, which the proprietor 
muſt allot in the beſt mode for hrmſelf f; 
and it being generally allowed that the aſ- 
ſeſſment was unequal, and the meaſure- 


ment inaccurate 5 Mr. Shore obſerves, 
that irregularities in the aſſeſſment are | 


ackno to be of leſs importance to 
the ſtate than the variable uncertainty of 


its amount is to the ſubject; it is, however, 
a defirable object in fixing the quit rent in 


perpetuity to render it in the firſt inſtance 
as equal as poſſible; whether, under all eir- 


8 Hs eee rage 

7 Ibid. p. 147. A es 7 
ü e t biel 3 

$ Ibid. p+ 106. 6 \ 
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| pies, of theſe tee alcbrghajpin 
| - the Collector's letter of the! 24th of Octo 
ber; Leould not find the torm more orileſs.” 


1941 


e plon n, b e e 


. —— 
that Mr. Lau obſerves, the :Caningee's 


nagſurgment cannot be relied upon; he has 
Inſerted. in the 8 and Cabdolaa the 


In reverting to the; cos 


Theſe obſervations lead to the explanation 
of the Collector's arbitraty..tule! of tortef» 
2 the deſects : he.. had only to dimi 

niſſi upon the highly cultiyated. and con- 


ſeqventiy heavily affefied villagos, and in 


ſome inſtandes to inereaſe little the Jum- 
ms of a few villages. with an extenſive 


tract of land which paid al moſt nothing. 
By freeing che Mocwfrydors: from the ca- 
pricious Claims: of head Zemindarn, 1 


were nearly impoſſible, to over afleſs: an 


villages 1. In reſpoct to andäes, 4 ful- 


Sketch = my I . 


"TG ue. 9 e 
T Ibid. p. 106. gs ; 60 q bief : 
. 064 A biel 7 


d would. be re Tk ran | 


66 1 


y aware of the conſequences from titiguied - 
limits; 1 (Nis. Law) inſorted che clauſe/in 


the Pattah; ot title deed; fur che reciprocal | 
ſecurity of | Government und YandBoldar % 


„On reference to be "Porflan" grant the 
word Tuchmenum is inſerted; but, by forge 
miſtake, the copier of the 'Zngliſh Pottah 
tranſmitted to the Board has omitted its / 
tranſlate efimated ore or leſs +2 * <4 Sooner © 
or later the village holders Wil even markt 
their boundaries, which are ſufficiently a. 
certained now, but they could nat be 
relied upon for a report; firſt from their 


reluctance to incut trouble and expence ; 


ſecondly from fear of expoſing themſelves 
to higher rent, or from a with to obtain a 
lower; thirdly to their liability to err, from 
ignorance or neglect. No report can ex- 


dude the "revidien of - Adaules when” di. 


putes ariſe; to attempt defining every limit 
would be to excite” a {ſpirit of diſpute and 
encroachment, inſtead of preventing it. 
The Collector a affftant would be apt to miſ- 


take, and his menſuration could Rh in 


Sketch of late Arrangements, p · 109. | 
T Ibid. P- 107. 28 off. a . ' 
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juſtiee 2 bar to * Court's een 
upon an appeal, and therefore his trouble 
ab initio, be nugatory-*."' This important 

word . Tuchmenum alt: leave every grant, 
or Potiab where. boundaries are aſcertained, 
open to the deciſion; of the Adaulet; and 
where boundaries are not aſcertained and 
increaſed, cultivation ſhall make it worth 
diſpute:“ che courts of juſtice will decide, 
in What manner is immaterial to the Go- 
e ee 1 TAG _ be en 
r ache wi "$0 worn bon 


l 
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His ws ſettled hs AfMinen, if the 
land Proprietor refuſe thequit rentallotment, 
be will receive permanent compenſation þ of 
one tenth; if he accepts, he muſt make good 
his payments, or the lands muſt be. ſold 
_ privately d by the Zemindar, or publicly 
by the Collector, ſubject to the ſpecified 


tax l. A purchaſer's. refuſal of the quit 


rent cannot be admitted, my the e 


=o Sketch of Jae + Argent p. un. 
+ Tbid. p. 110. 


„T bil p. 4. 


nn 2 Oe 


| [ 4 1 
lone Tor:leduRions'bn Varkdus pleas would 
be endleſs; ſhould an earthquake happen, 


overflowitg rivers depoſit ſand, or mNaken 
aſſeſſment" render the village inadequate to 
bear the land tax, the proprietors ſhould be 
at liberty to egen the eſtate, (the quit rent 


being the condition of his tenure) and the | 


Board of Revenue may afterwards grant it 
to another ®,” The Reyuts can eaſily move 
from one Mocurreydar's eſtate to another ; 
«thus oppreſſion will be prevented 4. * 


% The Adaulets will prevent oppreſſion, 


and as rack. renting can only drive the Re- 


„ ts a iS Mb r y, exi- 
return immediately upon a change of pro- 
prietor 1 ** It appears that ſo bs deb the 


old cuſtor of corn rent had prevailed during 


the Company's farming ſyſtem, that the | 


Reyut had the option of delivering rice in 


bind g; if he cultivated valuable articles; 


cotton, ſugar cane, opium, '&c. he was li- 


able to pay thoſe crops in chin; the exac- 


tions of the We" had leſſened the 


* Skeich of . As; p. 95. 
+ Ibid. p. 60. 


＋ Ibid. p. 96. 


F Ibid. p · 60. TY Ag aid! 4 


- 


= 
8 = i —_ _ . 
— — * * — F<. * by * — — — ́—́ͤ—ü———— . —_  _____ 


— 
r 
— 


r 
n 
. 


2 
7 
US 
2 
Ix 
9 
3» 
** 
. 
vx 
4 = 


of rice; ¶ the Rexut refuſed to cut ĩt down, 
dq fo, enough at night for ſubliſtence, 
| kayingtheremaindertoxot on the ground“ 


75 #72. 1 
cultivation. of ; thoſe articles 8 if the-Zomin 
daf or farmer demanded during the. farmiag 


Alen more than his proportion of the erop 


— 9 the, Mocurrery plan, the heritable 
Pottab is of eee owt 2 


DP eden aan e. ®aadrons 4: 
1 eine 0 $3631 £5 IVEY TAY ann 
Iam unable, 10 ate — of ithi 
- ſyſtems, It appears thats, Teb/ildar, a native 


officer muſt be appointed to collect in each 


| ue tat au tk W vi 


riſking. om, wages gaverametit! will; be 


- ſollicited more for honor than the ſalary 1* 


when Zemingars are deprived. of 14 the ma- 
nagement of their oum lands, they are, 
agreeable 1 10 the conflitution of the Soubah, to 


receive permanent allowance of 10 per 
cent. Mend Nate eee 


* Sketch of las * 
＋ Ibid. p. 92. N od .q bid! 
T Ibid, p. 57 e e vi61 
g 8 Ibid; P-, 240. . „ 4 510 f 


(1 4939]! 
every year, 'overy month, every day, Aber 


feated a Mo rely plan under Mr. 
adminiſtrationꝰ ; and Mr. Loto 
the neceſſity of deviating in 


from Mir. Francirs plan for fixing the de- 


mands ef Government upon the Zemin- 


dart, and of roſtoriug the old feodal-{yſtein; 
He could net admit Mr. Frahein calculation” 
of a ſurplus of revenue which he fate in 
1776 likely eo abſorb an the cirevlativg „ 
ſpecie of the country, becauſe à different 
concluſion was eſtabliſhed by Mr. Dandußss 
ſtatement of diſburſements ; he could not 


confirm all che 'Zinininilary Gs 


ſenſible prin = — doubt be-. 


the cultivation ili each — ene | 
and quantity. The idea" of s general ap- | 
preciatiom by this means, incurfed great 
expence, diſſipated much ability, wo 


for unavoidable emergencies. |: en 
dit is certainly due to Mi? Frineis for His 


* = 
« 
1 1 o . * 
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2 which hare dune the de- 
all feodal Fay ak left Pr ac 
x the hands of Government. Mr. Haſtings: 
 deeming the board not ſufficiently, informed 
for ſettling a land tax on perpetuity, .recom- 
mended, deputation of inveſtigatots; and 


thus Mr. Fraxcis's. plan was poſtponed.” * * 
5 #7 7: #5 Tis: 10301 Ane n W Lin. N £38173 


It is. not my, wiſh to inveſtigats-the pri- 


Wuae opinions of public men; it is, how- 


| ever, proper to claſs publie men as they 
pleaſe to claſs themſelves; meaſures are 
then eaſily diſtinguiſhed from Profeſſions, 
and, judgement. becomes founded on expe- 
rience, anſlead.of ons ee rote 


1 . 


$00 bive) Po: 2 


Mr. Fr ancis ee 
of ſettlement +3 = ne AHORA 
| his opinion, of the managers of the landed 
revenue i he told the Houſe, that Mr. Shore's 
opinion coinęided with his o, and not 
with, Mr. Haſtings. Major Scait aſſured 
the-Hopla wk Mr ee, — Are Shore 


„Sketch of late A. | . Miv 
t On Mats, 1776, Debrett,; 27890 bid) 
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entirely managed the revenues aftet Mr. 


Anderſon had left Calcutta *., Mr. Francis 


concurred with Mr. Shore in combating the 


report and ſtatement of Mr, Grant; con- 
ſequently the demonſtration of the errots 
of Sir Jahn Shore appear to be at the ſame 


time the demonſtration of Mr. Francis's 


? error, ſo far as relates to the definition of 
Z and its eee 1855 5 ; 


* 
1 {pt 


6 ug ind, ne Cs 


all che managers, from Governor HokwelPs 
time to the year 1785, had adopted either 
the farming or ſubfidiary principle of collect - 


ing revenue. Mr, Rouſe informed parlia- 
ment that; Mr. Haſtings and council enter- 
tained an opinion that Goyernment had a 

right to the full produce of lands, allowing 
compenſation to the Zemindars; his prede- 
ceſſors had done ſo before him. The dif- 


tricts of Burdiuan and Kiſſegar had been 


let to farm, and meaſures had been taken 
to aſcertain the groſs produce of all the lands, 


yet no een * * laid een the 21 


9 Parliament bone, va page us. 
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maden and integrity of Me. urg, the 
e a authoriſed it . 
offy 34s 0 7 {LIL N i 48 2503454 (636 
s Ws wind and rule of aſſeſſment, 
chere appears the ſame uniform 2 WII ef 
ignoranes!” Mr, Rae "told *parliametit 
„hat is how” the ſtandard rate of that 
aſſeſſment in Bengal; or whethe? there was 
any univerſal ſtandard,” he had never been 
able to learn, either from books or inquiry; 
but he underſtood: that in che Province of 
© Bahar the known and eſtabliſhed profit or 
claim of the Zemindar was one tenth only 
eee The fame opinion was 
publiſhed” in 179 by Mr. Rouſe; and k 
the Revenue Board in Bengal corrtinued in 
1789, a dingent inquiry after à regular 
Erin him F reveme in Baber g. Rur. 
Law anſwers, *I know of none“ = fe- 
vatutions müſt have been frequent, fub- 
yerfive" of all regular (ſtern of revenue“ 
When Muffulmans ſubädued the country 


they 1 found a "Mahar ajab, _—_ Riel, 


Ai oft üs hist. 
7 Parliament Debates, vol, page yy 
+ Ibid. 17 — Se. * A ad. 5 3.46536 $5 6 N 8 
+} Mr. Rouſe's Diſſertation, - r 
§ Sketch of late Arrangements, page 127 ; 


and q 


[7] | 
and Royuti4-.and to this day the Ruda ty 
the hills have continued (tributary land- 
holders :” * and Mr. Law farther ſays, he 
js © not acquainted with atry fixed rules of 
taxation, tlie diviſion of the trap except- 
ed 4©1" uaderfland that Mt. Jamés Grant 
has written, with aſſiduous reſeatch and 
great itigenuity, an analyſis, and I truſt to 
be excuſed referring thereto for what has 
eſcaped my knowledge” ; aud this reference 
is the Deſphic auſwet to four queries of the 
Board of Revenue . The ſtatement of | 
theſe opinions is ſufficterrt for an anbti 
mous writer, WO! Errare poteft; litigiofles 
ff don van. Thie reader will be ablegte 
rue theſe curious inveſtigations in the 
_ publications referred to. I have juſtified 
my on opinion, and have no occaſion to 
pr eſs arther on the bad ſucceſs of Sit John 
Sbore's financial experiments on the landed 
revenue, ſanctioned by the publiſhed opi- 
nions of Mr. Francis, of Mr. Ronſe, the 
late Secretary to the Board of Control, by 
the fair uppen of the Directors and Boatd' 
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20 Having. traced the. ſources. of error in 
the Management of Territorial: Revenue, 
it may be neceſſary to advert to the errors 
Which tend to perpetuate anarchy and pe- 
on in the n, branches of revenue. 
261] 46848, 201-4 (1135193 bange off 
imited.. the. 
Company? s trade, to the, import and export 
e of its factories, às before 175% the 
s Phirmaund,' and the Company's 


: 9 ch would have anſwered every. com- 


mercial purpoſe of the Compauy; but the 
Company graſping at uſurpations of ſove- 
reiguty, and the Company's ſervants graſp- 
ing at all che internal trade of the Company, 
the one ſet up the pretenſion of leuying 
duties, and Foreign Companies followed 
their example as far as they could. Con- 

queſt having thrown the power into the 
hands of .the, Engliſh, the pretenſions of 
| the Company were ſanctioned by - Phir- 
maunds; but the ſervants of the Company 
employed them by no other rule than their 
"pew intereſt,” to ſtrengthen . 


L 
and eſtabliſhed: decided ſuperiority in their 
adventures over foreign companies and pri- 
vate traders . The extention of privileges 
and exemptions granted to the ſervants of 
the Company, could not be granted to fſo-— 
reign, companies, without granting in fact, 
a participation of ſovereignty; for the 
Company's: ſervants varied the internal du- 
ties, at the will of their agents or Ban. 
yans, and of their Factors, or 'Gomaſtabs, 
ſuperſeded the civil and criminal juriſdic- 
tion of. the country. Parliament is pot 
ſeſſed of uſeful in formation on this period . 
The violation of the rights and ſources of 
the revenue of the ſovereign is plainly ſta- 
ted by an able ſervant of the Company . 

The Nabvb Coffim Ali, finding it impoſſible 
to participate of the Mogu/'s revenues, 
threw open the trade of the country, but 

the country was not permitted to enjoy his 
ſeer was reſtaret under the condition of 
implicit- obedience. to the Company's ſer- 
vants. At Nn the abuſe of unautho- 
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tiled * 
venues * and: notwithſtanding the reports 
in Parliament, and Mr. Grants ropreſenta- 
tions, connect the principle and practice of 
uſurpation with the decline of the Mogul 5 
power, yet all the experiments of reform 


have hitherto tended only to prune abuſes 


multiphed: ſpronta af corruption. 1 ſhall 
Ilbuſtrate his obſervation by tracing, curſo · 
Lil the ſyiſtem of Government impoſts 


or Gait r under de (Company's? manage - 
ment previous to 177g. Nine Govern- 
ment Choktes were de pettlant on three prin- 


cipal Cuſtom+houſesy the Patherraat Moor- 
| fhedabad, the Buxbunder at None, and the 


| Sbowbunder at Bucas; and che Zemindary 


n wegus . been 


Which ul Jawhaded all: eee iſed and 
Sq unconſtitutional inipoſts, The Committee 
of cirouit in 1772 ſettled the duſtoms, 
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ſeveral Chokees' they had eſtabliſhed, to 
the amount of 9, % Rupees annual 
abatement of territarial rent, and on a 
repreſentation that export goods had riſen 


beyond the prices ſuited for the Companys 


profit in the European market, the Govern · 
ment duty was reduced to 21 per cent; 
the goods of the Company's ſervants 
were allowed exemptions · from duties and 


tolls; and foreign companies were confined 


to the privileges of the Phirmaund; they 
were allowed to declare the cargo; and 
individuals, under the privilege of their 
flags, claimed ſimilar favour. It is not ſur- 
prizing that diſputes multiplied, and the 
revenue eee pan ep vx is 


It hath Wed ſtate that the . 
bliſhment of a Board of Cuſtoms in 1773 
conſiſted of one member of council and 
four ſenior covenanted ſervants. The Go- 
vernment Cuſtom- houſes at Moorſhedabad, 
Houghly, and Dacca, were continued; and 
one eſtabliſhed at Patna; and another at 
Calcutta; which brought the Magul or 
Government Collection within the Com- 
pany's boundaries: two other Cuſtom-hou- 
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F 91 as; | 1 
PR Ss; one at Mala, to col- 
lect duties on goods exported to the Nor- 
12 8 thern parts of Hinugſan ʒ and one at 

to oollect on goods ex ported to the Weſt- 


e enges agr. ee dee un- 
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3} ths exarnination of this period, chat the 

Company endeavoured to veduee ihe impor- 
tanoe of Government duties, and to throw 
them into:theieale of Fb;/zmaund privileges, 
combined” with che intereſt of the Com- 
pany's ſervants 3 and it became neceffary 
for that purpoſe to Confbund ae ere 
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i granted exemption only to articles of im- 

port and export by ſtiipping to or from fac- 

torĩes oriprivileged ſeulemente; all artioles, 

| whether of manufacture. or produce of the 
county, for exportation, wete ſubject to 

: the ſame charges which affected the natives. 

Mr. Hanfittartiand Mr. Hing could not 
diſſent from Ceſim Ali on this definition; 
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the Coe accounts proved the Cm 

pany's payment of inland duty on falt *; 
but the Company's ſervants voted the 

Phirmayngs gave exemptions from internal 
duties. ,Cafſim Ali was depoſed, and Meer 
Faſfeer by treaty + exempted the Company 
from all duties except che duty of a1 per 
cent. on ſalt, which ſtrengthened the mo- 
nopoly of the  &ryants of the Company, 

by ſubjefting foreigners, to the government 
duties from .which they exempted their 
own concerns; and alſo from Zamindary 
duties, by indemnifying Zeminders by the 
government rents; and there was a degree 
of indulgence to foreigners actually an- 
nexed to the regulation. The French and 
Dutch, had been the chief importers ef ſalt; 
and hy a ſubſequent inveſtigation. in 1776, 
the report of the Collector Cuſtoms, and 
of e 1 e Gee n d | 
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Muſſulmen; 5 and 6 per cent. on Hindvos, and 
4 per cent. on European importers. The 
foreign companies therefore continued to 
import to their factories ſubſequent to 1773, 
and paid 21 per cent. on exporting it from 
thence into the country. The Committee 
of Circuit and the Bengal Government an- 
tieipated the order of the act of parlia- 
ment *. The abuſes and ſmuggling were 
laid open; the revenue on ſalt had ſunk 
under 5 lacks; and the reſumption of the 
alt mahals, and the fale of falt by public 
auction, was ſettled in 1772, for the pur- 
poſe of bringing to the account of Govern- 
ment all the profits which the Company's 
ſervants and their Banyans had received from 
the period of Meer Taffeer” 80 treaty; ; and 
the Directors confirmed the arrangements 
in 1775 and in 1776 T. The difficulty 
which then occurred ſeems imputable to 
the impoſſibility of annihilating competi- 
tion, the natural corrective of extortion · 
Mir. Francis inveighed ſtrongly againſt the 
monopoly of ſalt! in 177 55 . it n 8 


* ge Later, th Robray 1773. 


:.+ Ninth Select Eaſt India Report, 1 783. een, 
No. 8 33+ I gs 


4 aw 1 


rated to a its manufacture. The 
conſumption of Alt in Bengal, was that 
year, computed. at 20 lacks, of which 15 
lacks was imported from the coaſt... Mr r. 
Haſtings. propoſed to. ſtrengthen the mono- 
poly by a total prohibition of i importation; 
and Mr. Francis admitted chat if a prohi- 
bition was not iſſued, the French, Danes, 
and Dutch, would abſorb all the falt trade; ; 
but that ſuch prohibition would not be ac- 
quieſced in. It was deemed expedient to 
check the i import of ſalt, by an additional 
duty on country veſſels of 20 rupees per 
100 maunds of ſalt, which, with the old 
duty, made it amount to 30 rupees. Euro- | 
pean veſſels were to remain on the-old duty. 
An European on board, or an European cer- 
tificate, however, eluded the regulation®, 
and a new. experiment became neceſſary. 
Mr. Haſtings, 24th September, 1776, ſug- 
geſted the different modes of better manag- 
ing the ſalt .mabals T; aud in 1777. the 
plan was propoſed to farm the mabals'; to 
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make no advances, but to include the duty * 

in the rent, to be paid i in coin, and to ad. 
mit of no balances; conſequently the fale 1 
1 
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alt} difribiridh of falt was to be" at the 
nſgue of the farmer. 'Zentindats were to 
have the refuſal of cheir diſtricts; but it 
was obvious that the farmer muſt have 
great capital aud mertantile connectibns, 
and'tnuſt de found chiefly in other deſcrip- 
tions of men. The Zemindays would not 
| engage on this plan; and an additional duty 
of 30 "per cent. was added to foreign ſalt; 
and an offer was made by Government in 
1780 to make advances. to Zemindars if 

they would: engage; - but they ſtill refufed. 
The plan of Mr. Hafi ngs, in September 
1 780 * on the principle of the firſt mo- 
nopoly of the Preſident and Council, was 
adopted by the Board, His minute ex. 
plains the cauſes of former failures, and 
their remedy. Alt the falt of the pro- 

vinces to be Provided for the uſe of the 
Company, and ſold for ready money, by 
agents ſuperintending the manufacture in 
fix different diſtricts, under a Comptroller 
and his eſtabliſhment, with an allowance 
of a commiſſion of 101 per cent. beſides 
their aßen, Bi be  cſtitnated'on the « 40 br 
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ferehee betweeb the: ſurn of alli the aite- 


nofaclure or eonfiſtatien,. to de diſtributed 


in proportion of one fourth to the Comnp- 
trol ler, three fourths; to the agent, of each 
diviſion reſpectiuvly * and to ſtrengthem 
the monopety, à total prohibitiom was laid 
which tor effect on iſt January, 170, 


and falt has ever nn e 


ſouroe of een n . 
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eee mies appealed eevthiols I 4 


Phirmattkids, im which they could not find 


the right to controb the Sovereign with, 
but hach wnqueſtionable rights, if the Com- 
pany's comſtruction of a Phinmaund was 
allowöd to be corretr. The Enghfs mer- 
chants, who hath put alt regulatiow of du- 
ties to'defiance;- could not evade à general | 
prohibition, joined in clamour agaiuſt the 
monogoly, 4. oppreſſive to the eser. 


aud ſupportad che pretenſibns of foreigners 


45 this meant of” emancipating their trade. 
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cedent- expences. of whatever kind; and 
the produce of che ſales, the duty inchudedd, 
Company in the diviſion, whether by ma- 
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This period was alſo: diſtinguiſhed- by 


the abdlition-of the old Board of Cuſtoms, 
<ftabliſhed in 1773. A new code of re- 


venue regulations was perfected in May 
1781 by a new Board: Collectors were 
ſtationed at Calcutta, Moarſbedabad, Paina, 
and Ducca; Government cuſtoms were fixed 
at 30 ſicca rupees per 100 maunds on 
beetle · nut and tobacco, and 21 per cent. on 
all other goods; Company's, cuſtoms at 4 
Fer cent. on the Calcutta price;of all foreign 


1 imports or goods from ſea 3 4 per cent. on 
the Aurung price of groſs inland imports, 


or goods from Aurungs; 2 per cent. on 


goods from the Aurung, ſuch as piece 


goods, raw ſilk, and cotton yarn. The 
book of rates to be iſſued annually of the 


| fixed prices of imports for the enſuing 
year; Rowanahs to paſs for one year, and 


not to be detained for examination above 
one day; double duty on goods which had 
no > Rowanah': covenanted ſervants - were 

alſo ſtationed at Nea Serai, Serdol, and 
Malda; vigilance was ſtimulated by a com- 


miſſion of 15 per cent. on their groſs col- 


lection. It is not intended to trace all the 
Ne ſtations, but to tince general 
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principles, 1 period the firſt-regula- 
tion “ was, that no diſtinctions be made 
in favour of particular perſons, or goods, 
or places: we ſhall examine how far this 
fundamental rule applied to the Govern- 
ment duty and to the Company's duty. 
The firſt, exemption of Government duty 
Was in favour of the Company's inveſts 
ment; the diſputes between the Board of 
Trade and the Collector of Cuſtoms were 
ſettled by an order of the Supreme Council 
that the goods of the Board. of NY ſhould 
paſs free Ae gatr. 8 . Ich: (13 ο 

19923 +0 5% lat WIR hci oe) 

The ColleQors sud it N to collect 
the inland duties without additional Cho- 
Ries; ſeveral are ordered in the Patna divi- 
hats with an increaſed. eſtabliſhment, , an 
aſſiſtant to the Collector, and fifty-nine 
native officers; in other diviſions the Col - 
lectors ſpread officers, where, they thought 
neceſſary, and complaints of oppreſſion or 
interference from. alt quarters crowd on the 
Commiſſioners. The interference of Col- 
ehen with the n 1 Bazars was ſet- 


- Regulation of the New Boar, n. 
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batte as much as poflible without abargdon- 
miu the ſyſtem; the regulation of Rowa- 


t 1 


wid, by appoimting the farmer to — 


Government- duty on rite at the Baars, 
<nid' to ae coumt for = ts the Commiſſioners. 


Flie Collectors are ordered” to call im all 


officers-from unauthoriſed: Chokies, which, 
the Collector ow the corifines of Burdwar 


Ivforrmed the Commiſſioners,” would ia ef- 


fe& be che fame as ey Pon 


10,094.20) 2136 di it 24096 
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zohs, or permits, (till marked che neceffiry 
of diſtinguiſhin g the collection of Govern- 
ment duties from the collection of the 


Company's duties. The oſſice of Deputy 


Cuſtom Maſter was revived; the Comtmmiſ. 


fioners were allowed to appropriate 15 per 


crer of theſe collections, incleding' duty 
on the Company's inveſttnient, among their 
officers; but the Cuſtom Maſter was made 
independent of the” Commiſſioners ity ad- 
Joftitig atnounts, and in iſſuing Bis No. 
Wunals; this operated as a double charge 
on tfie traders; and the Government dues 
were © eluded i in ge- | 
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e duty of raw materials for 
cordage was 4 per cent.; it was ſtated: to 
the Board that cordage manufactured be- 
came ſubject to à duty of 9 per cent: beſides 
= TR, and foreigners only paid 61 per - 
; the Board'ordered thar only one duty 
ule be required: Surat cotton was under 
che ſame predicament, bur could not be 
included in che fame rule withbut ruining 
the collecxion, and theſe goods were either 
ſmugglect into Calcutta or carried into fo- 
reign fackories, from whenice they were 
exported without duty: this. occaſioned 
new arrangements in 1782; two new Cuſ- 
tom · houſe ſtations were eſtabliſned at 
Houghly Point and Kuhle Canal to inter- 
cept goods and collect the duty; auc the 
Cuftorn-houſes at Srrou and Mala were 
diſcontinued, and the Government cuſtoms 
to the northern and weftern' parts of En- 
dofian were thereby abandoned: A new 
participation of the commiſſion on the col? 
lection was ordered at the ſame time; the 
firſt, commiſſioner, as Preſident, was allowed 
five ſhares, and four to each Commiſioner, 
and two fhares to the Secretary and Ac 
comptant; che whole n was thus 


1 

divided in fifteen ſhares. The Directors, 
in January, 178, diſapptovęd of the ar- 
rangement, and recommended a general 
revifion... Io April, 178 5, they ordered the | 
Board of Cuſtams to. en. and the 
allowances of Collectotꝭ to be reduced to 
che ſtandard, of 4776, and ihe Government 
cuſtoms to be managed, and the expences 
defrayed, from the allowance to which the 
revenue department was then limited. 

The bar ee alerted; their pri- 
9, and exemption from 
y oms. The refined Bri- 
7 ſtateſman who. carat the treaty of 
Ferſailles introduced a new. deſcription of 
ſubjects to ae Britifh. MAE, that treaty 
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French. in 0 Britiſh e and. Me, Macpher- 
en endeayoured. by negociation, to render 
the thirteenth article incelligible. and. prac- 
| oa : the Prohibition“ of 1 importing coaſt 
exemption to the foreign, ſettlements of a a 
limited quantity, of. ſalt. The other, privi- 
leges of ' Phirmaunds were. inſiſted on as very 
important, and it was propoſed to reduce 


even theſe claims, to 2 definite and fe 


1 | 
nient extent'; the honourable Charles Cath- 
cart was entruſted by the Governor Ge- 
neral, and his able negociation with M. de 
Fowillac, the French Governor General, 
brought this important explanation to a 
criſis. The Directors had formed a treaty 
with the Directors of the French Eaft-Inidia 
Company in 1785, which the Comptroller 
General of Finances rejected; the agree 
ment of Mr. "Macpherſon relative to ſalt 
was alſo diſallowed by the French Govern- 
ment in India; and another plan which the 
foreign merchants ' ſolicited, met with fa- 
vour from the Governor General; but it 
| occaſioned much clamour at Calcutta, and 
was not confirmed by the Directors and 
Board of Control. The foreign merchants 


were willing to carry on their trade from 


Calcutta inſtead of their factories, provided 
they were allowed to pay the ſame duties 
which they paid in their ſettlements; and 


the whole argument which ſupported the . 


clamour of the Engliſb merchants conſiſted 
in ſtating, that they ſhould ſtill be liable to 


pay to the Company's duty, from which 
the foreign merchant would continue to be 


and they prevailed in perpetuating 
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privileges, hut Government Was aware of 
the former evaſions which the Company 
of diſcontinuing the inland Government 
duty on foreignets, and left them to make 
the moſt of their Phirmaunds. The con- 
vention ſettled proviſionally by M. de Sau- 
a definite explanation of the treaty of Ver- 
allles by Lord Auckland, then plenipoten- 
- tiary at Paris, and French ſubjects were to 
be as Britiſb ſubjects in commercial con- 
cerns: this explains the curious, diſtinction 
above mentioned in the introduſtion, 
« French ſubjects are as Brizh ſubjects, 
other Eurapeans are not as Brity/h ſukjeds 
in Brityþ india” It is a neveſſaty and im- 
portant object of the Directors and Board 
of Controb to teviſe this ſubjeft; the powers 
of the preſent act are competent, and the 
definition of 8 WS. At 
| wien and 5 = 


Lſbould-not have asd boch on. the 


ne va, ad Pas or Bri ip 413. 


.. 


progreſs. of the Company's collections if 
the attention of Parliament, and indeed of 
the Board of Control, had been ſufficiently 
directed to the Company's policy. An 
erronegus definition of perſons and things 
is ſtill Sa the ſtatement ben 


territory Ju: eme in Britiſh Toda, might 
have paſſed without obſervation ſo long: as 
the enumeration reſted on the opinion of 
an anonymous proprietor of India Stock ; 
but as it forms an important addition to 


the, ſecurity which Mr. Ruſſalꝰ ſtates to 


belong to the Company, and its amount 
correſponds to the ſum ſtated by Mi. Dau- 
das an; gpening the new India bill this year, 
it becomes neceſſary to ſhe that the Com- 
pany's euſtams are the Government cuſ- 


toms, and that che atternpts to elude the 
rights of the tate have hitherto been 


equally. ruinous to the intereſts of the 


Company zad to che richts of the public, | 


gut] if permitted to continue, ee 
the benefirs of ag n ks | 
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The Obits of Circuit in 1774 tes 
deemed Zemindary t Choties by abatement of 
9,77727 rupees of territorial rent, and the 
Governor and Council reduced the cuſtoms 
of Government to 24 per cent.; the average 


medium of ſix years Government cuſtoms 


ſubſequent to that period produced only 
7,29433 rupees . The balances and re- 
miſſſons in landed revenue on record for 
the five years ſettlement amounted to 
100, 00, 0 rupees, of 100 lacks T. The 
economical plan of 1781 increaſed the 
charges of collection, and . in the year 
1783 the charges of collection were double 
what they were in 1766, and the net re- 
venue from the territorial acquiſition in 
Bengal was one million ſterling leſs than it 


was the firſt year after the acceſſion to the 


Dewamee f. This ſtatement correſponds 
with Mr. Grants calculation on the re- 
venues of Bengal, detailed under different 
periods of the firſt nineteen years of the 
Company's Downie, aud and n 8. _ 
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the progreſſive decline of revenue and in- 
creaſe of charges during that period af. 
forded ſufficient data to predict with moral 
certainty, if the ſyſtem was eontinued for 
forty-five years longer, it would gradually 
| abſorb and alienate. all the known ſources 

of public income and improved territorial 
funds of 80,797 {quare miles.” 

Whenever official documents ſhall aſcer- 
tain the comparative expence of the collec- 
tions during the firſt-year of Lord Coru- 
wallis's government, 1787, and of the 
preſent year, 1793, the allowances of the 
new native collectors, and the penſions to 
diſpoſſeſſed Zemindars, and the Govern- 
ment duty given up, muſt all be taken 
into the account; one plain concluſion 
may be predicted, the charges will have 
increaſed, and the ſyſtem will ſtill require 
amendment; the remedy has been con- 
ſtantly within the reach both of the Direc- 
tors and of the Board of Control; the Go- 
vernment cuſtoms ſhould have been eſta- 
bliſned and the Company's cuſtoms abo- 
liſhed, for the regulations of Government 
cuſtoms will include all deſcriptions | of 

xk ; 
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traders; and the Company's cuſtoms ne- 
ceſſarily require different heads of receipts 
and different titles, and . the rui. 
FC . 
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1 bete awelt ſuftcieudly on th ce errors of 
a nn of Mr. Fruneis's plan of 
ſettlement in Sir John Shores hands; and 
Mr. Fraucis's ſutplos has been ſhewn to 
be inadequate to the exigences of current 
diſburſements. I am equally inclined to 
cbeek i the extravagant expectation of in. 
exhauſtible ſurplus from oppreſſion and 
rapine, and muſt ſtate the ntceſſity of in- 
veſtigating the ciroumſtauces of the 'colin- 
try, to avert the OE 1 00 
e 5 Dove | 
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The embankments of rivers, the col- 
lecting water in tanks or reſervoits during 
the rainy ſeaſon, for the purpoſe of giving 
fettility to diſtricts which have no rivers, 
or from ſituation are more expoſed to great 
drought, are included in the general ſuper- 
intendance of the Board of Control and 
Directors by the act of 1793. The charges 
of repairing embankments are included 
under the head of Poolbundy in Bengal: 

in the Carnatic the repair of Tanks is pro- 
vided by a tax, and the Circars, from the 


neglect of its conquerors, continues ex- 


poſed to the deſolation of e and of 
5 | 


Lord Che well knew th ke the t 
under enlightened conquerors, might have 
preſerved to this day, by regular and mo- 
derate charges, the fertility of its banks, 
which, from financial more than from phy- 
fical cauſes, will probably never be reſtored 


to that once happy country; he conſidered 


it of great political and phyſical impor- 
tatice, and this head of expenditure was 
one of the jobs imputed to Lord Clive; his 
mind proportioned expences to the magni- 
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tude of objects; he repeatedly told the Di- 
rectors and Parliament that a liberal allow- 
ance would become an intolerable charge 
| without a rigorous control of expenditure; 
where taxes had been collected by Mabo- 
medan conquerors for tanks and embank- 
ments, they have. not been diſcontinued 
by Britiſh conquerors, . but the, application 
of the money collected has been unſyſte- 
matic, and it will require a ſerious inveſti- 
gation of the commiſſioners under the pre- 
ſent act, not only to enſure the expendi- 
ture of the money, but alſo its judicious 
ap plication on the report of experienced 
engineers, who may combine European 
ſcience to Indian experience, and render 
the works both permanent and adequate to 
the object. The diviſions gf departments, 
introduced in 17855, are till continued in 

the ſyſtem of Britiſh India; Sit John Mac- 
pPpbenſon at that time propoſed to let the Ze- 

 mindars manage the repairs charged i in the 
Bengal accounts under. the head Poolbundy, 
which the Directors approved, ſubje& to 
the ſuperintendance of the Supreme Go» 
vernment, I am not able to ſtate how theſe 


charges are ane with the waeren 


F 1 
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plan by Sir John Shore; the Zemindars Rave 


no power to aſſeſs the diſtricts. All the 
charges incident on land are thrown on the 


land, and © ſhould any earthquake happen, 
overflowing rivers depoſit ſand, or miſtaken 


aſſeſſment render the village inadequate to 


bear the land tax, the proprietor ſhould be 


at liberty to refign the eſtate, (the quit 
rent being the condition of his t tenure) 
and the Board of Revenue may afterwards 
grant it to another “. And where new 
aqueducts and mounds are to be made, 


the Supreme Board, as Parliaments in 


England, conſulting general utility, will 
grant particular licences+. I need not 
comment on the juſtice and policy of this 
opinion: I ſhall proceed to ſtate circum- 
ſtances which prove the extent and the 
neceſſity of a liberal expenditure, and ſti- 
mulate the ſuperintendance of the Com- 


miſſioners under the preſent act to this 
ſubject, which preſſes on the hbmanity, 


and is in fact intimately connected with 
the intereſt, of Great Britain. 5 


+0 


* Sketch of late Arcnognments, p. 95. 
1 Ibid, p. es 
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2d Cornwallis, having taint the 
| Carnatic and the Myſore with a victorious 
army, will judge whether the regulations 
of Tippoo produced greater proſperity where 
they extended, than the Company' 8 ſy{- 
tem of aſſignments has produced in the 
Carnatic : Lord Cormwallis's , honourable 
- adherence to the Corga Rajah, on the final 
partition ſettlement, and his decided ſup- 
port of the Rajah of Travancore, put him 


above the reach of detraction, and render 


him the faviour of the Hindoos in the pe- 
ninſula of India; during his adminiſtration 
he has had opportunity to know that ſtorms 
and droughts require the vigilance of a 
| protecting government, both in Bengal and 
in the Carnatic, to preſerves the people, 
who, by the right of the ſword, are pro- 
perly called our ſubjects 1 in Britiſb India. | 


I was 8 by Dr. Anderſon AH his 
laſt publication *, and the following paſſage 
in his letter to Colonel d is an exiſting 


evidence of the neceſſity, of a, protecting 
Government. | 


, Additional Letters, Madras, 1793. 
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"Neve Sir, 


Lam favoured e your WOES 26th | 


May, acknowledging the receipt of the 
pu blications I ſent - you, from which you 
have extracted what regards the fall of 
rain, in ſuch a way, as to draw a conclu- 
ſion that agrees with experience; for be- 


tween the latitude of 16 and 18 degrees on 


the Coaſt there was ſo little rain fell during 
the years 1764, 1765, and E _ the 
counghey was Way by: famine. 


The ſame Wich han now: 8 again 
in the ſame part of the country, inſomuch 


that, I am credihly informed, one half. of | 


the inhabitakts are no more! and the re- 
mainder ſo feeble and weak, that, on the 
report of rice coming from the Malabar 
Coaſt, by order of the Governor General, 
- 5,000 poor people left Raiamumdny, and 
very few reached the ſea fide, although the 
diſtance is ouly fifty miles: the peſtilence 
- occaſioned by wine; i better, e 
ee f ved | | 


8 will F it 0 ehem to declare.the 


\ 
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> uncertain fall of rain at the 
eat rivers, for Egypt i is re- 


ahhuſes of 
mouths 


markable ff drought, and the Goadaveri 
ſpreads out into a Delta at Rajamundry in 
the (ame manner as the Nie, ſo that its 


mouths occupy fifty miles of the ſea coaſt; 

and the King likewiſe falls into the ſea in 
the ſame manner about fifty miles ſouth of 
the Gaadaveri, and their waters ate united 
on the intermediate flat country in the 


—— of July and I ma when they 
oyerlow TRE ate.” $3510 2 e n 


t is chat dbels two rear Pen 
ſhould proceed i in oppoſite directions to join 
their waters in a country where, perhaps 
from the cauſes you have mentioned, of 
the participation of different monſoons, the 
fall of rain is moſt irregular and uncertain; 
one thing, however, is moſt certain, that 


the bulk of mankind reap little benefit from 


ſpeculative obſervations; otherwiſe the wa- 
ters of theſe: rivers would long ere this 


time haye been converted to the purpoſes 
of agriculture. I have heard ſay, for I was 


never at the place, that near Temericotta 


the Kjfing is precipitated from rocks ſeventy 


1s » 1 
feet, — ent . it te — 
its waters over the Palnaidf Di Gee, 
countries, and ſtreams from he Coadroeri , 
might no doubt be carried over the Muf- 1 
raphanagur, Eltore, and Rajanundry Cr 3 i 
cars, as even in the firſt week of June, | q 
when its waters are at the loweſt, the 
channel in its bed is never leſs than = 
quarter of a mile in width and three feet 
in depth of running water *. Dr. Ander- 
ſon's letter is dated in Auguſt 1792. Dr. 
Roxburgh's letter, the October 1792, and 
Captain George Baker's, November 1792, 
had been laid before Sir Charles" Oateley, 
the Governor of Madras, by Mr. Andrew 
Roſs, Who immediately repreſented the 
whole to the Marquis Cormuallis, and ob- 
tained his warmeſt aſſurances of co- opera- 
ting and aſſiſtin; g the benevolent intentions 
of the Madras 8 eee S197 


1 . not paß over Tt Civind TY 0 ; 1 
manity in this inſtance coldly, to make # 
remarks, which ſome = think unneceſ- 9 

; £44 Þ \ $T.JÞ ee » 

i* 
| > ee —— M,D. | 
ö and A. M., Kc. Madras, 1793. ert e N 
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fary, and others may attribute to a Apo- 
ſition to detract from his merit; his honour 
and private virtue have never been doubted; 
thoſe who have ſeen him in difficulty, in 
victory, and at periods which appealed to 
his heart, may ſelect the very many mo- 

ments of his life to evidence his elevated 
mind: when Tippoc's hoſtage ſons experi- 
enced by Lord Cornwallis's reception that 
| the exultation of victory and conqueſt had 
not ſtifled the feelings of a father, the eyes 
and hearts of India paid tribute to the ex- 
cellence of Britiſh character, and revered 
him : an obligation is not conferred on 
ing out the means to render his objects 
|  Þ.pradticable. The circumſtances connected 
* with the Carnatic evidence the neceſſity 
not only of humane intention, but of ma- 
ture reflection and inveſtigation, fixed rule, 
and ſteady control, to digeſt the plan, on 
principles and by forms, if poſſible, equal- 
5m appicalle: to every part of a 1% India. 


| Captain Beatfon fo hg us s*, that the 


Mr. Datrynple's Memoir on Watering the cen | 
p. 12, 1793- | 


L 39 . 

Company's. Jageer owes its fertility to 
1,480 Tanks, or reſervoirs of water, ſome 
of conſiderable extent. Mr. Dalrymple, 
who had been one of the Committee of 
Circuit appointed by the Directors, in- 
formed us , that the Tanks were in a 


worſe ſtate in 1776 than in 1764, though 


the annual taxes collected for their repair 
was very conſiderable; the renters, it is 
faid,, have uſually appropriated to them- 
ſelves the /hare,of the produce collected for 


this purpoſe, and the temporary and partial | 


repairs the Tanks have received were. inef- 


fectual, and generally done at. the exrraor- 


dinary ex pence of bci 


Dr. Aude. 8 1 and the merito- 
rious intentions of the Governor General, 
and of the Governor of Madras, are more 
likely to be directed to their object, from 
the comment of Mr. Dalrymple, printed 
laſt month +, than from. the zealous. and 

well-intentioned exertions of gentlemen. in 


Short Account of the Gentoo Mode of colleQing 
Revenue, London, 1783, p. 11. 


+ Memoir on Watering the Circars, June, 1793. 
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Byaräulie improvements, who were e with 
out ſuch mſfiruments as a level: his intereſt- 
ing obſervations ſuggeſt, that previous in- 
| veſtigation is neceſſary to decide on the 
propriety and utility of turning the courſe 
of the Kifina. The levels of the whole 
adjacent country, and the nature of the 
ſoil, can alone decide whether the new 
courſe of this vaſt body of water would 
take the proper direction, and whether the 
ſuperabundance of water may not deſtroy 
the diy grain, without even promoting the 
culture of rice; but above all, whether it 
would not ruin the country to the weft- 
ward of Maſulipatam, and whether the 
Goadaveri may not better ſuit the purpoſe 
than the Kina. We muſt admit the ne- 
ceſſity and importance of tlieſe works, 
' when we read Dr. Anderſon's letter; but 
in the peninſula of India, we muſt alſo 
remember, that the proſperity of the coun- 
try depends much on its rivers, To the 
Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore 
a mound has been the frequent ſource of 
ſerious conteſt *. The akin rd 


5 Memel. on Wks the Greer, v. 12. 
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ſpeaking, is only the æuaſte of the Cauery, 
the water of which, being raiſed by a dam, 
or mound, run out from the weſt end of 
the iſland Syring ham, is forced in various 
channels through the Tanjore country; but 
to prevent any inundation, the Annacatt at 
the eaſt end of the iſland of Syring bam is 
raiſed to ſuch a height, that whenever the 
water in the Cavery is ſufficiently, high for 
the purpoſes of cultivation in the Tagjare 
country, the ſuperfluous water flows over 
the Annacatt into the Caleroon, and then 
runs waſte to the ſea. This ſufficiently, 
explains the nature and objects of the, 
works neceſſary to avert famine, and alſo 
demonſtrates that it muſt be the work of 
the Government; conſequently, that, ex- 
cluſive..of military conſiderations, econo- 
mical purpoſes require unity of. plan, and 
equitable diſtribution of the waters, ſo far 
as they can diffuſe proſperity over the 
lands between the Gbauts and the fon. 


Dr. Roxburgh, at Samul Cotab, on 21ſt 


January, 1793, informs Mr. Roſe at N. 


dras *, that 40 it is too far advanced i in the 
12419 ..89 51% 


9 Memoir on Watering the rr p-. 20. Ne 


my 
ſeaſdn to begin any grand work, ſuch as 
a dam acroſs the Kifna, but the ſooner 
Funk, on a ſmall* ſeale are begun the 
fooner will the remaining part of the poor 
be enabled to live. Tlie Rire given away 
in cbarſty, and under that name, ſince the 
famine began, would have conſtructed Je- 
verul large Tanks, and done infinitely 1 more 
good: for then the Poor would have found 
dur and Food at or near their houſes, 
whereas,” as it was, they were obliged to 
_ Fave tlie inland parts, arid try to cratol to 
the fr placer on the Cogſ wliere rice was 
to be Bad, and very ſew: ever returned. 
Aud he concludes with another” obſerva- 
tion; * ſhould the ſucceeding ſeaſons be as 
favourable for the crops as there is a right 
to expect, what i is to be done with the 
overplus produce? for there are not inhabi- 
7M rants left ſufficient to eat half a good crop: 
| it cannot be exported on account of the ex- 
orbitant inland duties, for only between the 
Bills and the ſea near his they come. to 
about 39: fer cent. on grain, although the 
diſtance is only twenty miles, Mr. Dal- 
rymple ſtates, that abundance of teek wood 
might come down the Goadaveri if the in- 


{ 
) 
\ 
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land duties did not amount to 355 per cent., 


according (as it is ſaid) to a ſtatement of 


the Committee of Citcuit ; and he truly 
obſerves, that it would be of infinite bene- 


fit to aboliſh inland duties equitably" to the 


renter; but it does not follow that the na- 
tional objects Which Mr. Gram connect 
with: this ſupply of timber ſhould become 
private or public monopoly: their com- 
bined remarks prove that Goverument can- 


not longer avoid a direct and minute atten 


tion to the citeumſtances of the 65 fr 
e its intubibitits #2 121 2 art} 
, Er 3711465 5 <5 
Under deren circumſtances r G. 


vernment, in Bengul, in the Circars, and 
in the Carnatic,” different arts of manage 


ment and ſubſervieney have opened to Ma- 


homedan and Hindoo' officers a participation 


in the rents of the country, but the Reyuri, 


or Pottah holders, on all fides appear con- 
ſigned to oppreſſion. In the Carnatic every 
religious and ſocial” countefaction of the 
natives having proved inadequate to afford 


the 5 protection, no matter whether 


* Memoir oo Watering ai c p. 30. 


* 
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| „ 
from Britiſb neglect, ignorance, or avatice, 
or from Zemindary aero and oppreſſion. 
Maoda Kiſina informs us, that in! ma- 
ny. villages of the Carnatic: the inhabitants 
have made agreements of reſtriction. be- 
tween themſelves to ſave the Wreck of 
their property, and not {ell their lands to 
any, even in time, of their extremity, but 
to cultivate ſuch part of their reſpective 
N ſhare.; as their ability may afford, and to let 
the remaining part ſtand ſtill, and be 
| uſed. by the Reyws, and other inhabitants, 
until the owner of that ſhare can find 
means to cultivate ; it. The villages under 
the above reſtriction. are called/Paſbungare, 
by which is underſtood, that no lands of 
inheritance can be ſold there by an indivi- 
dual inheritor; whereas: inot her villages, 
which are called. Ar deycara, ſhares of land 


may be ſold and bought ee thy the 
| uſual courſe :. nc be ne 


1 


— 


8 Mr. PRES I feſt 3 that 
the Jager territory bad been accurately 
ſurveyed by Mr. Barnard; and the peruſal 


® Poſtſcript to Mr. Dalrymple's Account, 1785, P. 7- 


' 


1-11 
of one page, in which he ſtates the minute 


accuracy of the ſurvey , and of a table to 
arrange the detail of the information con- 


nected with the ſurvey, which, if they had 


come to England, would be a ſufficient an- 


ſwer to the financial theoriſts for Bengal, 
who reckon accurate meaſurement and 
equal aſſeſſment impracticable. 1 ſhall: 


therefore only add one farther obſervation.” 


of praiſe, which is ever due to Me Dal. 
ympie's punctilious adherence to correct 


information. Having obſerved the Gentoos. 
work together, and ſubmit their accounts: 
to the village accomptant, &c. he had 
concluded the community jointly cultivated 


and ſhared the produce, which opinion 7 


Mr. Dalrymple i publiſhed: in 1 78 37: he 
received other information in 178 5, which 
he imtnediately publiſhed J. Maoua Kiſina, 
the Company's Dubaſb at Madras, wrote, 


( that every Reyur cultivated his diſtincgm 


ſhare! of land, and received the due ſhare 
of the produce” and, he adde, ( Mr. Bar- 


C Poſtſcript to Mr. Dalrymple's Account, p. 6, "i 


C A ſhort Account of the Gentoo Mode of a 
Revenues on the Coaſt of Coromandel, 1783. 


| Poſtſcript to Mr. Dalrymple's Ao &c. ns. 
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give a full explanation of all the particu · 
lars regarding the nature of the inheri- 
tance; &c. in the country, which may be 
found in the Company's, office. To 
collect the produce in Kind is the beſt mode 
that can be thought of, but it muſt be at- 
tended with ſome pains and trouble; it 
requires patience on the part of Govern- 
ment to convert or to receive them all in 
money, whereas, if che country is let to 
KNenters, an immediate payment in caſni 
may be expected from them; but this will 
of courſe produce an oppreſſive manage- 
ment of the Nenters over the Reyurs, who 
will thereby be irapoveriſhed in the higheſt 
degree; in the preſent “ ſituation of the 
Company's affairs, they can neither have 
patience to wait to receive the produce in 
its kind, oc to be converted afterwards into 
money; nor can they place confidence 
in thoſe managers who may 9 | 
in the room. * the Amef co do 1 | 


Augst gy: e 0e err t e 728 
0 letter from Madras. bo es, 
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chat the conntry' gt Jubmit to the prefent 
incbnvenlences. 913 ,27121919..03 op 
-in en 591. 0aidw e gammBmmg bus 
Such alle mlt be the füstibn of Er 
Hilia, until à gefleral ſyſtem fhall be de- 
fined by a Folly code; property.: aſcertained 
by actual meafurement ad regiſtty; and 
contribution of a fixed propottion of actual 
produce, aſcertaineck by anal Valuation, 
ot by the average medium of ſeveral years 
valuation on à ten years ſettlement: then 
botlr” Government aid. Hübhetre, by bate 
inſpe&tion of the records, may fee and diſ- 
tinguith the jw of individuals, atid of 
the ate, | by TY TA i "EÞ6.4 20 wy EZ 
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It 140 been a fad; when thall we 
affix bounds to the coqtef in India 14 It | 
we had exceeded the geographical limits of 


L 1 2 


eflential to — — che ſources of. reyenue 
and commerce, by which the naval inte- 
1 are maintained againſt 

ean competition, tending to annuhilat 

its ſovereignty and commerce in 
Fla, 1 ſhould not be an advocate for ex- 
ten ed dominion; but if natural barriers of 

mountains, xixers, branches of the ſea, and 

deſerts, give ſecurity with diminution of 
expence, it muſt be from the inhabitants 
Within ſuch natural boundaries, being either 
ſubjects or allies, penſioned by, or pen- 
fioning, the protecting power, or they will 
be moſt formidable enemies in war, by 
their free acceſs to the heart of the couu- 
try, or in peace, by rendering a war eſta- 
bliſnment neceſſary. If we have had no 
fixed rule of conduct with our ſubjects in 
Bengal and in the Carnatic, it will not ap- 
pear extraordinary. that no fited policy has 
guided | our influence _« over the ſovereigns 
' whom we have created, protected, or con- 
| quered, to become the Lilies of Great Bri- 


tan ; or 5 the exerciſe. of our in. 
** has often been as ruigous to the 
u 4.the, ear of 12 of .\ war. 
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rake 6 by roy inſtances f baſe — 
imputed to Governors, of which the mo- 
ment of inveſtigation, reſtitution, or pu- 
niſhment is irretrievably paſt,” and there- 
fore, for the credit of Great Britain, ought 
for ever to be kept under a cloud, but for 
the future ſafety to the honour of "Great 
Britain ought never to be out of the me- 
mory ape nn, > are c Eine Go- 
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my Wert not rg 110 Ir - 
tration to diſtinguiſh the circumſtances'in 
which the intereſts of PBriti/h India and of 
its neighbours in India concur or differ; a 
permanent ſyſtem can only ariſe Rt 
ſtrengthening a common intereſt. I fall 
illuſtrate the neceſſity of general principles 
founded on accurate information, by the 
tranſactions in the Carnatic during the ad- 
miniſtration ' of Lord Macariney, an ho- 
nourable man, who, on the ſtatement of 
his conduct; during a period of difficulty, 
has received recompence and approbation 
from the Company and the Miniſters; and 
the legal opinions which aſſiſted him are 


f $18 ] 
of late adduced * as concluſive ta IR 
3 porta! en Akt: 


5 6 ET — 4 * 


nel t) F Favs) 


In. the early, d the Nabvt's clevas 
tion, by the protection of the Company, 
the Nabab of Arcat had the entire command 
- of. Arcot and its dependancies, with his 
own cavalry and ſeapoys, and an eſtabliſh, 
ment of ten battalions, paid by the Com- 
pany, for which he allowed about four 
lacks of rupees per annum. The Company 
| fold to the Nabob cloathing, arms, &c.; 
his payments were ſtipulated to be month- 
ly, and the revenues of Arcot were always 
mortgaged by anticipation for that pur- 
poſe. The early wars of 1756 to 1764 
againſt Hyder, began the Nabob's debt; 
the; expedition againſt Tapjare and againſt 
Pandicherry. in 1738 inereaſed it in à de- 
gree, that his ill - paid army became rather 
an object of terror than of protection: 
mutinies were, frequent, and the garxiſons 
Were diſmantled, The Company and the 
| King's Miniſters. took into conſideration 
"ys "RR ee ee ee 


A 
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created, and of anarchy and devaſtation ta 
which the neceſſities of our ally, and the 
demands of the Company's ſervants, tend- 
ed: at laſt, bounds being preſenbed to his 
ambition, an agreement was concluded, 
in April, 1781, between the Naboò and 
the Governor General and Council, by 

which the whole country was ſecured to 
the Company, under certain ſtipulations, 
during the war. The Directors ordered 
the agreement to be annulled. Lord Ma» 
cartney took charge of the government in 
June, 178 13 he did not approve part of 
the treaty. of April, 1781; he ſtated, 2d 


Nabob's managers defeated the attainment 
of aid from his country. On the 2d of 
June, 1782, the Governor General and 
Council repeated forcible injunctions to 
realiſe every poſſible reſource of the Car- 
natic. , His Lordſhip obtained from the 
Nabob a new aſſigument of the revenues 
of the Carnatic, ſtated in the general let- 
ter, Fort St. George, 26th of January, 
1782; the Sunnud made an abſolute aſſign- 
ment of dhe revenues, reſtoring. to: the 
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5 Je FO Madras breaded; 2 0 
May" 1783, that Government acknow- 
ledged to the Nabob, and to the Governor 
General and Council; that the late arrange 
ments were founded on the Bengal treaty | 

of 1781, and virtually conſtituted a part of 
it. The Bengal Government conſidered it 
esse of the 8th article of that 
treaty. The treaty of 178 1 having been 
annulled by the Directors, the Nabob re- 
ſiſted the rigorous exaction of the ſecond 
aſſignment, and the Governor General and 
Council ru it _ as — paſs of 
the firſt treaty. NO YELL © 'W 
A 5 ex. 10 ts T5 recs! ; 5 
19 he=:Nadeb nest k third: . 
to give one third more in money, cattle, 
and proviſions,” than Lord Macartney had 
collected in an equal period in his country, 
and to procure. Bankers" ſecurity. for the 
payment; or, in failure of his engage- 
ments, he ſtipulated to leave the ultimate 
aud abſolute diſpoſal of the country, aud 
its management, to the Directors or Go- 


( 321 J 
vernor General; which the Government 
of Bengal approve. It is not difficult to 
imagine the irritable; and ruinous uncer- 

tainty of ſuch a mode of ſettling with the 
ally of Great Britain, had it been in times 
of profound peace, but it happened in the 
period of famine and warfare, While the 
country was. overrun by Hyder. The cal - 
culation of the depopulation of the Carna- 
tic during that period was ſent to me in 
1783 by an eye witneſs of the mi of 
ene ee 34 ¹ 


The: e 3 n emu 
tants deſtroyed r e 
the Jageer by Oe 2 no AN ar 

1 invaſion 1 4 band 

Died by ſickneſs . 1 en doing 

Ditto, by famine at Ma- 

: dras, inhabitants of it 6. | 10,000 

Ditto, at Madras, inhabi- 0 
tants of the country, ; | 
forced in by Ayr. __ $9,900 

Died in removing north- 
wärds from Madra. inn 
conſequence of the a K ature.” 
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could not have credited any country exiſt- 
ing under ſuch complicated misfortune; 
from alk quarters I heard of the merit of 
the gentlemen who acted on the part of 
the Company with Sir Charles Oakeley, the 
| prefent Governor of Madras; but ability 
aut humanity could only palliate ſufferings; 
nothing can render the ſyſtem uf affign- 
ment EINE 15 eraction Juſt of politic. 
1008 5140: 23165 | 
bad hedgiof that ſtupendous building, 
the public granary, at Tamaro, and I was 
led to inquire whether ſirnilar eftadlrſh- 
ments in the Carnamt and the Circars, 
with athes reſdurces of internal good ma- 


. yoke promiſe 


* 


i 


nagement, had operated dulogabiepatiad 
of public calamity, while Hyder was ſub- 
fiſting on the country, and the ſupphy in 
the Company's. ſtore proved inſufficient 
both for the people and the Government 
Every conſultation with commercial men 


preceded the final determination of 


Lord Macartney, by his proclamation, to 

ſeize | all; the rice for 8 the ; uſe of f Govern- 
ment, at a price law, comparatively with 
the prices given by individuals; this in a 


degree prolonged the. ſcarcity by.decredfing: 1 


the import; the period was calamitaus; 
and the means of the Madras Government 


were limited, conſequently: its. poſitive-eris 


gagements ſhould. have been propotttoned = 


exactly to its means; the credit of the 


make up the deficiency with favour-to the 


diſtteſſes of individuals, who riſqued for 
the public, even in preference to the Com- 
pany, when the rden weren u er | 
pany became ae chere bs 


The Circars 8 Delis were nf 
of ſupply; gentlemen in the Circars were 
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of being regularly paid at Maſulipatam; at 
_ firſt they were paid by bills on a Shroff, 
who paid them in Pagodas; the ſecond 
cargo was paid by bills on the Chief and 
Council of Maſaliparam, which that Board 
promiſed to pay when the Zemindars ſent 
in their rents, which was ruin to gentle- 
men who were paying 12. per cent. for Pa- 
 godas to purchaſe the rice they had ſent on 
[_ _ in ths! nn aner i 
os 42119 © 
_ 36 abt a bed üb our veſſel 
10 impon rice, were diſguſted by receiving 
in payment bills on the treaſury of Bengal; 
they had no alternative but to diſcount 
their Bengal bills at Madras, with the loſs 
of 25 per cent.: theſe caſes can only be ac- 
counted for by the Government's want of 
intimate knowledge of the circumſtances 
of the country. The ſupply on which 
the Madras Government calculated, and to 
which their offers were applied, proved 
infinitely greater than they could make 
good]; but its monopoly of the market 
after the neceſſity was paſt, can be conſi- 
| dered ee, a ſacrifice of political juſtice 


{ ze 1 


dance of the Manas Government was in 


ſuccour, from Bengal, and, hy the exertions 
of Mr. Haſtings and desen eee 
an aſtouiſhing ſupply of gtain was ſent to 
Madras. In Auguſt, 1783, When — 
dread; of famine was over, and the rice 
market had been opened, without reſtric- 
tion, an order of Goverument prohibited 
the diſpoſal of private rice, until the ſus 
perfinity of the public granary was ſold; | 
at the, Company's price, Which, though 


not high, diſtreſſed the poor people uery 


much, by being twice as dear as the coarſer 
rice, which was to be had in the markets 
and i In the Madras road; tb e merchants, 
without demurrage, were delayed in the 
ſales of their cargoes, and as ſoon a3 peace 

was proclaimed they ſent, their ſhips of 
rice and en French ee, 


195 1 bro 


These errors af eee were gf tem- 
porary effect; but the ſyſtem of aſſignment 
appeared too likely to become the perma- 
nent plan of rendering influence: produc- 
tiye, and accordingly. we have ſeen, ſince 
that period, aſſignments, neceflary. to realiſe | 
our deliberate liquidations tee. bob 
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acbte and of our demands on him fof Ante | 


5 _ exigences uhd for protection. The Nabyb 


proportioned his ex n his depen» 
dants to the dernands af his alles, and 
Biſtih armies have been ſince, Mint, | 
employed to collect the Nabod's rents and 
ttibbres 3 and neither the Brit Govern 
ment at home, nor its Government in the 
Carnatic,/'"ean tell whether the detriands 
were faſt; and how ſhould they be com- 
perent judges, when they are endouraged 
0 believe that, in the hiſtory Ran 
ſnanee, ho ſtandard of taxation oecurs but 
the win ef the defpot? To complete the 
Pickuteg the Nobo Had been, during tis 
| period, and; 1 befteve, is at this titne, a 
ſoiter in the Court of Chancery, appeal- 
flog by legal proceſs to the equity of the 
High Courts of Weſtemnſter to bring the 
Company to a ſtatement and ſettlement of 
their account eurren with him; this can- 
not be made the rule of tube puke? 


ss neseffey moſt be ſopetieded, For the 


practies under any trodtficatibn vanhot be 
deccht; i aroſe from Fmvpeun manage 
ment, ſormietitnes to coHtrol the Company, 
bomemtnes to blind te beople vf a 


ö 


[ml 

to their rights and intereſt, and to turn 
public opinihn in favour of ſervants elu- 
ding the Compaay's control, and even in 
favour of the Company cluding the rights 
of the Crown. [The eyes of the public 


have at times been opened by particular 
acts of rapine and abuſe. of per, which 


have been exaggerated or ſoftened by tha 


political; regulator of Euopean politic or 
of Mritiſ party.. 10% Wñä bw ach ni Ng 
1 Gtoe ond ily. nil er 


The ſighs of oppreſſed Riwin ſcnrorly 


Miniſters, 5 0 BA attach 
ſponſibility more immediately upon them; 
Parliament, by the preſent act, has com- 
pleted their reſponfibility by defining the 
objects and extent of the Miniſter's con- 
trol; heretofort the fluſtuation of ſyſtem, 


and the periodical changes of opinion, di · 


verted the confidence of allies from the 


oſtenſible Miniſters to private agents, and 


if Parliament had not attached to 


King's Miniſters the degree of ebnftden 
and power which made it their ititereſt to 


account frequently to Parliament, and to 


| kar erb Sac be g. aint | 


ct. 1 —— 
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58 
explain the rule of connection to which 
fo often/as the occafod Shall riſe the in 
rrigues of deluded Inuian Princes and their 


treaſury would have been brought into ac- 
tion through the proprietors of India ſtock; 
the politics of India would have been regu- 
lated by party home-politics, and the i in- 
tereſts of Great Britain have been managed 
by inviſible Indian corruption: but ng 
as Parliament will enforce reſponſibility, 
and frequently examine the practical defi- 
nition of its powers, India will remain an 
— Rana c. to m_ 


N e 7 
n e AP. x. 
#332: ein 
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= cannot be as wa ah ak inte: 
reſts of the Company and of Great Britain 
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trol of the powers of the Eaft- lad ad 
the Company cannot diſprove that a ſyſtem 
of waſte and extravagance in the commer - 


cial department would conſume all the pro- 
fits of commerce; or that the territorial 


revenue, which gives the advantages of in- 
creaſed capital, may be perverted into 2 
power of making both the juſtice and po- 
lice of the country ſubſervient to the miſ- 
management of its commerce. I have ex- 
plained * the general powers of the Board 
of Control to check the abuſe, and to di- 


pany and: of the State: I ſhall. ſtate a four 


circumſtances which induced me to inſert 


the opinions of Sir James Steuart +, on the 


practical means of realizing the revenue 


and commerce without ruining the coun- 
try. Mr. Ruſe/ informs us 1, It is pret- 
ty well known now! with reſpect to the 
dag ewiag doe en be abe g 
is due 10 the natives, which accounts for 
eee having ban eee, 
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C1: 
upen me transfer plan. It is evidently 
wiſe" and politic to leave a conſiderabſe 
Fonda; bined natives al an atigual- inte- 
if 16;/it beeomes doubly important 
2 werd the India debt, and to render it 
appkeable to the relief of the councry, and 


particularly to leſſen the artificial fluctua- 


tion which the realization of the revenues 
in coin oecaſions. Advances for manufac- 
ture, and even for agrieulture, are neceſ- 
| Lilly in filverz" and the Zemindar collect. 
ing grain from the Neyus, muſt fell the 
gtain before he makes his payment: Shrof- 
Age ſcecns inherent in the ſyſtern, and its 
fluctuations have proved the ſburce of ca- 
lathity e ee es welk # as to "native ad- 
vetieirers. HHSHESTH6 een 169511: 
ry OY 53 ELIEFT * Hoa, 9934 76 3 
19 A end! the A war- „ wich 
Mr. Late ſuperſeded his obſervations on 
the! neceffty of eitianviputing the fupera- 
bahdanee of Hann produce from: exorbi- 
_ tit freight, and 14 Hope to be exeuſed for 
inſerting, as a ſupplement to that letter, a 
knee in my poſſeſſion, by the fame 


run Th * 


* Sketch of late — Tntrod, 72 XXV. 
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author, from which, in addition to the 
parts 'which Mr. Law has publiſhed d, I 
had collected very ſatisfactory information 
of the degree and influence of the fluctua- 
tion of the value of money in Bengal. 
« ] do not obſerve to you that money is 
only the ſign of wealth, or a meafure 
whereby we compare the value of one 
commodity with another, conſequently its 
value ſhould be determinate, and not liable 
to fluctuation: how different is our ſitua- 
tion here! in che month of November laſt, 
money could not be lent at more than 
8 per cent. per amum; in the month of 
May it was not to be borrowed for leſs than jt 
2 per cent. per month, at ſhort periods, or 1 
more than 24 per cent. per annum; ſo that 
its productive value roſe upwards of 200 


per cent. in a month, a fluctuation that 
would not be credited in any other country 1 
What is the conſequence of this every | A 
commodity which money repreſents ſinks 4 
in the ſame proportion; the merchant, the =_ 
1 2 eb. and che Mme 1 
» Sketch of late Ak — 
follow the fifth line of page xxx. : 
Mm 2 
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man, are either ruined; or, if able to ſtand 


the ſhock, are taxed in all the amount of 


the increaſed value, to add to the over- 


grown fortunes of uſurers and a 
ny aber 28 852 a OR 


ee ſuffers 3 in othay 3 progiar- 
* inde muſt, while the preſent ſyſ- 


tem of finance exiſts; the remedy is obvi- 


ous, and is of .caſy attainment; it cannot 


have eſcaped you that nothing more is ne- 
ceſſary than for Government to give circu- 
lation to its own paper iſſues, by receiving 
back what it pays, this would at once add 


a ſum to the circulation of the place equal 
to the whole amount of certificates ifſued*; 
to which I might alſo add the bonds, for 
both would become ready money, bear- 
ing intereſt, the beſt circulating medium 


perhaps in the world. But the ſubject of 


finance, however much inter woven with 
commerce, I muſt, for many reaſons, avoid; 
1 n mer pr * __ 


55625 


aw > 


9 hes! 1791; hey year in which this "40 Was 
ritten, they amounted to rupees 2,40,90817: 10:7. 
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money have on the trade of the country; 
that the late riſe in the value of money, 


and depreciation of paper, withdrew from 


circulation, and of courſe from the capital 


of this country, a ſum equal to all the 
Company's paper in iſſue, which, whilſt 
at par, Was nearly equal to money as a fa- 


cile medium of exchange, but when at a 


diſcount, as we have lately ſeen of 18 per 


cent., Was a loſing commodity, that the 


opulent locked up in their cheſts to wait 
for a favourable change, and the merchant, 
contractor, or ſervant, Who had taken it 


from the Company as a money equivalent, 


preſſed by their neceſſities, ſold to the 


uſurer as faſt as poſſible, at any loſs, to 
avoid a ſtill greater, who of courſe: with- 


drew it from nen ſell 


arte ids 211% et 
3. 0 6 14 97 Ia 108 :96 4 Aus * 258K 
vali hank it has Fong 95 obſerved, 
was eſtabliſhed. in 1786 * at: Calcutta; its 
n did not e 22 lacks; its ſecurity 
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upon the baneful influence which high in- 
tereſt and quick changes in the value of 
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Parliament, became inatlequate to its avows 
ed purpoſes and to the aid of the induſ- 
triuus. The well · intended ſupport of 
Lord \Corniwallis. to that inſtitution. was 
founded on an engagement of the bank to 
furniſh à ſum not exceeding 8 lacks, at 
8 per cent., weekly or monthly. The bank 
notes obtained circulation in the public of. 
| fices and in the remittances of the revenue, | 
which enabled them to collect the circula: 
ting ſpecie, and whether it was exported 
by Government, or ſent up to the higher 
provinces by the bank to be coined for its 
emolument, is immaterial, the ſpecie was 
withdrawn from the ſeat e eee 
in a degree ſeriouſty to affect both the 
merchant and the manufacturers. Specie 
lent to the favouted was at the rate of 
12 per cent. for four months, under ſaleable 
ſecurities, renewable three times in the 
year; and the orders of the Board of Re- 
venue on the Collectors piſling into circu- 


mntion as the merchants remittances of their 


acdvances to the manufacturer, if ever they 
proved anticipations of revenue, unleſs 
realized by diſcount, they retarded the ad- 


£{ 86 3 
vances, on the early payment of which 
the whole of ihe merchant's ſugceſs aud 
proſits depended: theſe and other eirchm- 
ſtances counteraRted the al utility of the 
bank, ME tarmnated 10e. de failure. 
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It will be the ſabje& of ſerious conſide- 


ration of Commiſſioners and Directors, un- 


der the preſent act, te aſcertain in what 
degree a bauy 
regulation it may promote the intereſt of 
the country and of Great Britain. I have 


adequate to the object propoſed by Sir James 


ſince that period has been attracted by dif- 


vernment has been directed to connect Hi 


tend to favour different intereſis, and by. 


different modifications to perpetuate defec- 
tive principles. The preſent. act has con» 


firmed the excluſive trade of the Company 


in articles heretofore, of cloſe monopoly; 
leaving therefore to others their own opi- 


nian, I hall give the reſult of, my private 
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is neceſſary, and under what 


fexent ſtaternents, and the control of Go- 


=  —— at * 
R Et, ati Ls ev 
. 


A A — 4 . 
cas — Smt Lager ths A ——— os 
— >> "" _—_ - WW TS [3 AS 


P 


n 


N 


— — 


— — 
— 


ö 
3 288 bs 2 RAITE IR wa 
ERIE r 3 
w — ²—':!! ! ——— 
1922 — . — 


— 


— 


— 
— 


3 2 
2 — 
Dre 1 


3 ES 
Wo * 5 


4 . 
_ * N —— 


1 336 
inquiries, both as to the object and extent 
fo the 'Company*: 8 authorifed- preference, 
and hazard an opinion as to the beſt ar- 
8 rangement under the preſent act to- collect 
the ee and maintain We mo- 


8 . 
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In the firſt plabs;' ir d Mes univer- 
Tally," that without advances/to the manu- 
facturer no goods can be obtained; the mo- 
ney advanced to the weaver is im great part 
advanced by him to the ſpmner, who can- 
not obtain cotton without advancing to the 
farmer; what is retained by the different 
people is to enſure fubſiſtence by cropping 
their land, or by purchaſing rice; thus the 
advance for manufucture, in fact, influences 
the general proſperity | of the country: 
when chey are not made in time; the wea- 
ver cannot aſſort his thread, which he 
would 'with to do by letters for warp and 
woof; and private merchants, Briuſb or 
foreigners, wait the Company's advances, 
leſt the Company ſhould" ſeize from the 


_|.4:W I 
looms: whatever goods they found, whe- 


ther they were begun on the Company's | 


advances or not, therefore if they ventured 
to make advances, they ſtrengthened them. 


ſelves on the privileges of foreign compa- 


nies or on the privileges of Engl: ſub- 
jets; and theſe bickerings were often 
magnified by their trauſit to Europe into 
jects of declamation or of crimination. The 
various ſyſtems of management by which 
the inveſtment” has been collected did not 
appear ſo defective in prineiple as in prae- 
tice; too much depended on the individual 


ability and honeſty of the Com pany's 8 


agent. In the end of 1786, I was intro- 
duced to Mr. Smith, à gentleman who had 
managed a diſtrict of weavers according to 
his own way, and the haſty minutes of a 


converſation on that ſubject, he obligingly 


put on . e eee 102 
follows: e esrb za black en ur 
OH 100 goin on i dafl b 
The advances are made in ſpecie (no- 
minal) of the diſtrict, in which there is 
always a loſs; this might be rectiſied by 
ä only one coin throughout the 
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provinces. At the period of | advancing, 
the weavers were aſſembled at-the'waſhing 
dor bead fudtory of each diviſion, and there 
paid their advance, having at the ſame 
time delivered to them a paper, called Hand- 
Sill, as their account current, in which they 
. were debited for the ſum paid them, and 
which- they acknowledged afterwards to 
the perſon keeping the! Enghſp accounts, 
who checked off; they alſo at the ſame 
time acknowledged their balance of the 
former year, and if they had ſuffered any 
grievances, then ſtated them. After this 


check they went home, and as they deli 


vered their cloth, received a depoſit rrceipt 
from the Gomaſtab of the diviſon; when 
their cloth was valued at the waſhing fac- 
tory, their account could be made up; fre- 
quently che cloths were returned, being 
too bad. Previous to the valuation of any 
cloth for the year, a meeting, by order, 
was held at the head factory of all the 
weavers, that is, each diviſion ſent two, 
three, or four, as they pleaſed, to repre- 
ſent them ; they were generally two days 
adjuſting the price of the cotton thread, 
5 3 to ohtain as —— allow- 


ance as they could, although they. ought 
to have had the real and true prict only; 
in this article they were always gainers 


conſiderably. The price of the thread ad- 


juſted, the whole; was completed, and the 


paper was drawn out ſtating particulats : 
thus the value of each piece was aſcer- 


tained, the weight, length, breadth, and 


number of threads conſtituting that breadth 
were ſet down, and the price of the cot- 


ton per Seer; to this was added the fixed 


price allowed for weaving each piene, and 


be made was: ſettled. T he weavers then 


endeayour to impoſe: 1 have known ohe 


ſixth, nay one fifth, of the number of 
threads deficient, conſequently the piece 
muſt be inferior; for the valuation I em- 


ployed brokers, at an allowance per piece, 


and chey valued in the preſence of all ho 
choſe to attend; ſome weavers: were al · 
ways pteſent they made à ptoportiouate 
value of A, B, C, D, &c. thus they could 


do. their buſineſs; with cafe and expedi- 
tiouſly. I am clear, if the Company adopt - 
ed this mode throughout their whole pro- 
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dium from the weaver; and 1 rupee charges 


- 


cure in general better goods and cheaper, 
after allowing their agent commiſſion of 
5 per cent. in coſt and charges, and per 
cent. for loſſes, as ſome muſt happen and 
balances acrue, the agent ſwearing he will 
not act otherwiſe than for the advantage 
of the Company, to the beſt of his ability. 

I apprehend the difference between the 
Company advancing themſelves through 
factors to the weavers on a g per cent. com- 
| miſſion, : payable at the end of each year, 
would be a gain of 10 per cent. to them, 
— | includes charge, coſt, and 
profit; providing through agents, produces 
a larger quantity of goods from the Wea- 
vers for the proportionate amount, and the 
charges are monthly only, the 1 o per cent. 
profit is therefore an extra quantity of 
goods. The ſame fixed ſervants for the 
proviſion of 30, ooo pieces of inveſtment 
can get up 5 lacks, the eſtimate therefore 
is thus : 5 lacks at 3 rupees coſt in a me- 


for ſervants, repairs, profits, cranſporta- 
tion, c., 1s 4 rupoes a piece, making 
125,000 pieces in contract: now, I ima- 
Sue that 60,000 rupees. would do for all 


* 


1 ] 


expences, | conſequently 4, 40, oo rupees - 


advanced, produces at 3 rupees 1, 40, ooo 
pieces, or 21, ooo pieces gain from this, at 
4 rupees, 84, ooo; deduct 51 per cent. com- 
miſſion on 5 lacks, 27, 500, leaves 56, 500, 
or 10 per cent., profit. This calculation 
will hold through the whole inveſtment, 
but not under a proviſion of 5 lacks in fine 


goods. The advances ſhould. be made re- 


gularly, and the expences paid monthly, 


to fixed ſervants; to others, as neceſſary 5 


for the beſt management, the profits on 
the defective goods ſold by auction will re- 
turn a great part of the expences at the 


end of each ſeaſon: the expences might be 


10,000 rupees more than the above eſti- 
mate: this is only: a . A ellen 


ity 


Originally vis rh te dF: of Fra 
length and breadth, and the price fixed for 
weaving, was the mode by which the 


whole inveſtment and all the clothes were 


provided; it has latterly been much out 
of uſe, though in ſome places partly en- 


deavoured to be kept up. The manage- 
ment of the Aurung of which I had charge 
was as follows: The whole was divided 
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into ſeven parts, termed grand diviſions wiftons ; 
theſe diviſions were again divided into 
others; at all theſe diviſions, about chirty- | 
one was a Gomaſtah; thoſe at the grand 
diviſions were ſuperintendants of the others 
in their diviſion, and had the charge of 
dleaching and drefling the cloths of their 

diviſions, and of conveying them to the 
grand magazine, ſituated on the banks of 
the river, in order to their being tranſ- 
4 ported to the Company's warehouſes when 
a ſufficient quantity was collected; each 
grund diuiſion Gomaſtah had alſo under him 
a Mohirir and Naib, or dlerk and affiſtant, 
to enable him to keep his accounts exact. 
The Gomaſtabs of his diviſion had only to 
collect into their Cootiet, or factories, the 
cloths from the weavers, rough as they 
came from the loom, to mark thereon with 
charcoal the weaver's names, and to for- 
ward them to the Gomaſtab of the grand 
or waſhing diviſion, where they were va- 
'lued; and the weaver's name and valuation 
recorded; the cloths were then delivered 
to the wafllermen to be. bleached; there 
were Tugudgears,' hafteners, who went 
from houſe to houſe to inſpect the work, 


1 543 


and fee 1 it was getting forward. I effected 
a complete regiſter of the weavers under 
the whole Aurung, particularizing names, 
and the number of men and looms in each 
houſe; thus I could form an eſtimate what 
ſutus were neceflary to be advanced to each 
family; theſe advances ought to be made 
twice in the year, the firſt" in or about 
January, and the other in or about July, 


the inveſtment would then be got up with 


_ out difficulty, ſo as to come e 
a e . e n 2 D860 Wit $11 


: þ : 1 


Ws . endet - ka® "EY 1000 a 


reaſonable time, a month for inſtance; and 


few or no cloths brought in, and they were 
wanted, every Gomaſtab was written to, te 
notify to the weavers, that if they did not 
ſupply as they ought,  Mohuffils* would be 
placed on them; they generally took no 
notice of this, therefore Mobuffils were ſent 


out. In my regiſter were about 6,000 fa- 


milies of weavers; about 50 or 60 NM 
At, twice in a year, being on each advance, 
was ſufficient to anſwer” the purpoſe of 
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getting in cheir eloths i in general, ba 
Mobullſils being ſent out, ſpread through 


the Aurung in a few days, and the weavers 
broughit in their cloths to prevent Mahuſſils 


being placed over them, and thoſe ſent out 
were generally diſmiſſed. by the Gomqſtab 


| in a day or two. There are good and bad 
in all bodies of men, and among theſe 


weayers it was ſometimes neceſſary to ſend 


out Mobuſſils to act as he ought, that is, 
not permit the weaver. to do other buſineſs 


till he had finiſhed his quota of cloth, ſo 
that ſeverity was in ſome inſtances abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. When I was firſt ap- 


pointed to my ſtatiou, I diſapproved of the 
Gomaſtahs, as was, and had been, the cuſ- 
tom, placing Mohiuſſils at their pleaſure, 
and ordered that no Gomaſtah ſhould do it, 
on any pretence, in future; that they 


ſhould addreſs me for orders, and if I aw 
ijt to be proper, I would place them. For 


this purpoſe I had a ſeal cut large in the 
| Perfian characters, the impreſſion of which 
was made in ink on the Mohaſſil Chitty , 
ann to en was alſo my ligparare, and 


* aun es Mun luer writing on paper. | 
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date in Eg: the particulars were in” 
Benglteſe ;' weavers names; village, Cootity 
pieces" advanced for, pieces teceived, arid 
blade t and chen Fecited; < you. ate 4 
perſon advanced to; make haſte, and de- 


liver yout goods according gto your engages 
ments?” * This was delivered to àa Penn, 
who had his name fet down at the back of 
it as Nablus, and then entered in 4 book; 
when he arrived at the Cootie, the G omaſ. 
tab could diſcharge the Mobuſi/ o any 


ſufficient reaſon, and was then to endorſe. 


at the back of the Chf the number of days 


that he had acted, for which the weaver . 


paid him y Pur of 'Chrorees' pet day, (4 
Punt are an Ama), and the Chit was then 
brought back to the head factory and put 
on a file in caſe of tefetence. Several wea- 
vers itidebted in large fuiris would abſcond, 

and when found out by my ſervatits, and 
Thad ſent Peons to apprehend them, have 
applied ' to the- Fougedarry, cbmplaining 
againſt Gomaſtabs, Pont, &c. and 1 gene- 
rally could not in ſuch caſes effect their 
being brought to me, although my people, 
acting by my orders, had authority for 


what they did; 1 for what 1 did; and thus 
— * 
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fought, the Fouge« 


: | deny ald the, e 54H ſort.of 
uſimeſs the. Aurung was thron int 


fuſion, every man being, willing 10. kech 
advance, and. it was im- 
poſſible. for me to, do, otheryyiſe. than. com · 


Plain, for, the Tamadars,, the, force of, the 


country were ordered to * 4 


| were neyer fottld wholly,” 


FRETS 11 
12 1 


= 1 pot 
TE conſider the. ꝑretenſions: of the dife. 


_ ferent, competitors. for the. labour. of the. 
_mmanufaRturers, and to eſtimate the.imppre 


tance of good adminiſtration. If. the Com- 
pany, will. not, at alls events,, provide ad- 


vances for the, manufacture, at. proper. 


times, and. to certain amount, the, country. 


as. well, as; European traders, will. ſuffer. 


11 is car, that, if. the. power: of. arveſting, 


a debto is withkeld,,and the pomer to ap- 


ppine, MHH to, ſecure adyandes, is alſo. 
forbidden, and an appeal, to Adauleis and 
Fougedarries., i is; made neceſſary im every; 


eee be ene 


(39) 

e the power to every merchant is im 

ble; 16" give the power to certain 
Haifes of merchants would" inſtitute petty 
mbhopolies,” which” would betome” great 
mönbpölies. The Company, to the extent 
of its advances, becomes entitled to the 
preference, becauſe it can apply the re- 
venue in aid to cbthmerce, and to the 
wellebeing of tlie natives. It is not of 


importance to eſtimate! the” proportion of 


the mattufactute which paſt advances 
kave' covered, the irregular advances" aid 
diitands'of the Company enable very dif- 
rent ſtatements to be made in diffetent 
years; it cannot be difputed that manufac- 
tres can be pufficd to any extent to Which 
allyatzebs' ſtall be malle, for cloth as well 
ad for” other ith FOiEs arid produce; 
but it is equally” obvious, that the occa- 
ſlonal market; ofietted by an Anitrican' or 


Inſtrial' hip, citinot be the foundation on 


which even ſugars cat enrich Beigal® ; 
nör ouglit the agriculture to depend on. 


Kanu conneinigetey'+ of"drviights on 1 


Sketch of late daha, . *. 
T Ibid. p. 66; I 
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Malabar coaſt; nor. the ſalt diſtriQts or 


Sunderbunds of Bengal be deſerted to extend 
the ſale of bay ſalt from the coaſt, It is 
known that , competitions. in the; Mofuſil 
are not ſo much with foreigners as with 
- Engll i under foreign. names; theſe caſes 
may be all conſidered) independantiy of 
each other: a very. ſimple addition to the 
- regiſter of the Company's. commercial 


agent might complete a diſtrict regiſter 


of all advances, and it would be to the 
advantage of foreigners and merchants 
- often. to ſupply themſelyes from the Com- 
pany's warehouſes, at a fixed Per ceutage 
on the Aurung coſt and charges, in lieu of 
intereſt of money, loſs, &c. The only re- 
quiſite checks appear to be, an immediate 


control of f the exports by the, Supreme 


Board; an abſolute probibitiom to the 
Comptroller and his deputy. engaging, in 
any fort of inland trade; and a ge | | 
hibition. to the indirect trade of the Com- 
pany's revenue ſervants, and to the com- 
mercial agents! trade in thoſe articles which 
compoſe his proviſion for the Company, 
under pain of immediate diſmiſſion of the 
ſervice; to inſiſt on balances _ 9250 in 


1 
. 


„ 
no bell way than by the articles con- 


tracted for; and to give weavers, not under 
advatices, the . eu 5 WO r 8 


n ö 101 He: F641 
4 n 4 f 4 


The Aer weavers are not always frau- 
| lend Sandal to enſure ſubſiſtence they 
will lend to the Reyurs: thoſe who have 
not Tuccavee, or advances, i muſt borrow of 
 Shroffs or of manufacturers, and the ma- 
nufacturers often receive 21 per cent. per 
month if they can delay their contract. 
The compofition of balances has proved 
in all periods and in all branches of ma- 
nagement, the ſource of oppreſſion and pe- 
culation; before the Company” $ admin- 
ſtration, the Rajah of © was kept 
up to his/chin in ordure to make him pay 
his balanfe ; he held out till his Vakeel re- 
turned from Delhi, where, by a bribe of 1 9 
lacks he avoided paying 45 lacks. Renters 
now Employ agents to gain allowances, 
or to ſuffer puniſhment for delays; and in- 
ſtances have been ſtated to me of an agent 
having ſubmitted to ſeveral floggings be- 
fore he produced the required payment 
from his girdle of which his employer had 
feed him to ſue the remiſſion ; none of | 


— 


PF —- 
theſe- abuſes and horrors need exiſt, OM 
2 ſimple ſyſtem : to perpetuate. unequal 
aflefiment and ignorance « of internal ma- 
nagement, is in fact to perpetuate pecula- 


tion; and partial reforms are bath ineffec- 
tual and oppreſſive. I may include what 
is farther neceflary to he conſidered in an 
attempt o en the e err mice 
r on 9 - 
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always been the { ſource ce, of opulence. to 1n- 
| dividuals or to daa it is ſtated to 
have been a monopoly, better controlled for 
the benefit, of the people by the Mogul, 
than by che Brit iſh Goyernment * ; the 

Zemingars : appear to haue had the manage 


1 ment of the Mabals | in their diſtrifts, for 


on "that title the Company began their 
E and reſumed them on the principle 


of engroſling Every. tage. of profit, even to 
affect the e Ss STIs * falt 


* 2.5 Vol 1 p. 10 


( 591 1] 
marchants an thoſe diſtridts . 
vernment duties on falt, as I befare ne- 
marked, were reſerved by Meer Jaſſer; 
but the will of the aanquarer fecifledithe = 
amount. Mr. Fanfitiert had agreed: with 


Abe G- 


Meer Calm to pay g per cent.; going down 
the aver, he inquired of the boztmen, 
who informed him that they paid -25 her 
cent. therefore he ſuppoſed all above g fur 
plied to Meer Caſim to equalize the duty 
at 9 per cant. Mr. Heſimgs alone concurred 
with him, and the majority ſettled the 
duty to be 24 per cant. 4. The impantamce 
and extent of the object cannot be well un · 
derſtood Without a ꝓarticular inquiry; and 
the ſalt monopoly being on all odcaſions 
inveighed againſt in a political and com- 
merqial view, it will be moe cncluſive 
to ſtate what it really is, 2 an ab- 
ſtrat which: I made f Mr. Grams analy- 
ſis of the revenues of Gew. when I ex- 
amined his eee, ou the mn 


„nine 


ne bee ape Gems: t Mp. 
*. e Vol. II. 1 399 265, 193, 140. 
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venue, preſented to the Houſe of: con. 
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$61 Mr. e eden hi! Sunderbund 


a wood which abounds there; by others 


from Sbonder, beautiful woods and jungle; 


but he derives it from Chunder- bund, or 
offspring of the Moon. The beſt and richeſt 


Sunderbunds are in the Pergunanh, Chunder- 


deep, or lunar territory; ſalt marſhes, for 


The alli of Gale ha * which th 
Bengal manufacture is carried on, for the 


| fake of diſtinctiou, he terms Noondeep ; | 


it borders on the ſea coaſt, in a curve, 
ſtretehing acroſs the mouths of the Ganges, 


about 330 Britiſh miles from Tellaſore Weſt, 


— 


on the frontiers of the Chuck/ah of Midna- 
fore in Oriſſa, to Iſlamabad,” the port and 


capital of Chittagong, near the ſouth - eaſt 


extremity of Bengal; it comprehends, in- 
clufi ve of the Sunderbunds, an area of at 
leaſt "2000 * ſquare miles, in continent or 
iſlands compriſed in the general dimenſions 


of the Soubah, and Ons of conſiderable 


FEY 
political importance as a ſtrong natural bar- 
rier againſt foreign invaſions as yielding the 
neceflary article of ſalt for home conſump- 
tion, it appears to have been the ſource of 
oppreſſion, whenever corrupt Fuugedurs and 
a few Mogul or other merchants poſſeſſed the 

whole trade; the country then ſupplied irre- 
gularly, and the larger body of natives em- 


ployed in this, as in every other branch of 


commerce, merely as their brokers, Shrof, 


or agent Banians, with indefinite commiſ-— 


ſions; they ſettled at their diſcretion the 
Sovereign's rights to the waſte, to the tim- 
ber, and his allowances for maintenance of 


works and pay of Molungees and boilers, 


who are kept conſtantly in pay, and re- 


ceive, beſides an allowance of at leaſt one 


rupee per menſem each while employed as 
uſual, in their ſix dry months occupation, 
a farther conſtant annual full ſubſiſtence, 
in free produce land, ſet apart for their 


maintenance, under the head of Kharje 


Jumma of Chakran, or ſervants, to be cul- 
tivated by themſelves; all theſe allow- 


ances became the benefit of individuals 
0 of "the" ſtate, though it is certain 
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chat land fo poſſaſſed, afliſted by labour ſo 
putchaſed, is as much the giväl right and 
ſaleable property of the Sopereigu as the 
natuxal yearly growth of theſe lands term- 
ed Kha and Comar, occurring every where 
daily throughout the country, which „be 
coming for a time untenanted, are cultivated 
- by hire or contract on the ſpecial account 
of the ſtate. The virtue and political eco- 
Homy of Britiſi adminiſtration in dia 
luſtance of the reſumption, with improve- 
ments of this hitherto miſapplied ſource of 
public ſupply under the head ef Feracfp 


NVemdck, or ſales of manufactured or puri- 


ſied ſalt, at all periods charged with a duty 
an the country, but only realiſed in the 
Exchequer ſince the year 19580. The an- 


nual conſumption of Bengal, eſtimated at 


20 Lacks of Mawnds, each of 80 pounds 
weight, is produced by the labour of 
45,000 Molungees, who, with ſuperiour 
agents, including all expences paid in 
money, Were entitled to an allowance of 
20 rupees, uſually adyanced by contracting 
merebants, beſides what was deemed equi- 


valent to 40 rupees more, furniſhed con- 
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The besser vr poo WAS web 
terwards enjoyed by a few Mogul monop- 
liſts, whoſe chief was denominated Fakhgr 
#1 Feier, moſt exalted of merchants, and 
the price enhanced in the different markets 
of the Soubah, on à medium to, at leaſt, 2 
rupees the Maund; but ſinee the annexation 
of Babgy to Bengal, the home conſump- 
don has increaſed 8; lacks of Maundis far, 
before that event, Bahar was, and the 
greater part of upper Hindg/as is ſtill, ſup- 
plied with ſalt from the lake of Samb lun, 
in Ajmere: at preſent not only Bahar, hut 
ſome export of ſalt to Abam and Napawl, 
and other neighbouring inland on” 251 


been Teva 4% ap mY mee 

"The eam id was at im . 
Fon the coaſt of Coromandel, in what is 
called Madras or Bay ſalt, of baſer quality 
and value, being produced by the ſimple 
operation of the ſun on ſea water, intro- 
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Abesd into ſhallow pits; prepared near the 
ſhore; but on the eſtabliſhment of the - 
vate Society in 1765 and ſince again, on 
the inſtitution of the preſent public plan, 
it was found expedient to prohibit this 
branch of Indian coaſting. trade; and now 
the whole quantity,” in yearly demand be- 
ing on a medium 28 lacks of Maundi, is 
manufactured in proportion of one third in 
che Ceded, and two thirds in the Dewanny 
lands of Bengal, for the uſe probably of 
ten Millions of ſouls there, and one fourth 
of that number in Bahar; impoſing only a 
moderate charge for one of the comforts 
of life, at the utmoſt calculation of ſix and 
a half Amas, or 13 Pence each individual 
per annum, allowing the groſs fales, in- 
eluſive of all expences in 9 ee my 
ous ens wow * ain 4 5 . Pp * 


W .P 4 
1 * At 1 10000. *3 


Ferooſs Abate ain rr 2 19. 8 
ſales of 28 lacks 15 eee K. 
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On ele 

1. Dadney Molungian, PPE | 
complete advance of wages 
now paid in money to about 
60, ooo ſalt manufacturers 1 1 nA 
- all denominations, engaged 5 57 
for the dry ſeaſon from No-— IN U wits 
vember to May following; at 
the rate of about 40 rupees 
per 100 Maunds, being near u 87 1 f 
3 rupees each perſon per men- 
ſem for e er , ec 100 
labour Ae EH) K e -vebh d Ng 


eue atlaug | 
ame, 
of tranſportation to the place Fall 5 8 | 
of fale, weighmen, erection 
of ſtore houſes, purchaſe of 190113 
utenſils requiſite for carrying 
on the works, &c., with all! 
contingent I one” 
—_ eee 
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\ = Roſſiom, or commiſſion of 10 
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n 
per cent. to European ſuperin- 
\ . tendants onthe nett proceeds, 4 * 
„en gl lacks. . 380,000 | 
| — 9,80, 00 
Total net ohh very bee a 
ſalt, requiring always an 4% q 
vance for 18 motths- off r 
Jacks of rupees to eee ; 
Seen e e e 
turns can be made to Goverh-: 

ment, which, finee ae 
1781, has reſumed its ach 
to the net; proſits from the 
manufacture: The limited 1 2 

part, previeufly. broughit to 
Nesse credit, was. under 3 | 
heads, which have e oy Kut 
tinued, being adequate tõ the. 
purpoſes of account and of 


check ef ageneyi, to be dedur 


ted from the whole clear pro- 


\ + * +» . , | * 
duce, amounting to 35% 
» ? ; 7 


5 4 
1 
* =} tat 
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= 
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Tens, SovBart#h rity Cle + of 
Revenue #te"Year OE. 2 
I. Haſil n ag ww 

of the ene Te _— | 
rent of. all ihe fale 8 A 


22 i 


ed, and e ee e r 16h 
and Babar, &c-teckoned/at | 
28 lacks of Maum; at 21 


3. Kefhet, oo taleoratthe evi 
Circar on the delivery of 94 
lacks of Mundt, aj chr x Pl 
the diſtric of Hyciees anda | 
credited innthe Funma at the 
ſtandard valiation/of [Hough - 
N after deducting a laek of 


— 


l see 


rupees as the proportion of 
ground rent W re 
2, 50, 00 

Total revenue 1 bali, = nn 
counted with the ſtate to 1170 
a 7763 mee, re eee 


— 
1 
q — 
2 
*. 


From 11 n to 3 or 1565 0 1775 
bre e Mi e 0 3757 


bs, 2. Haſſil Mani, a8 8 
liſhed at the end of Mahomet £ 
Reza Khan's! amines 151 8 
in 1771-2, being farther Tab- 
larry and Romammy duties as 
ee ſtated; excluſive of 
the Mbaſool, ahi pur ( {x}... 
12,95,000: ͤ | 
Total net rated colletions, | „ 
made on account of ſalt, to II 
1187 B, or- A. D. 178 b. elend. 
though perhaps never full 
realiſed before the excellent One | 
OO eee of that: xẽ 
year „ „ ben e8,40,000 : 


N e 


3. Bay Kaen balance f 2:13 duns 
| profit. atiſing on the moderate 120905 
original ſelling price of falt. it bobo 


before appropriated to men n; Fa _ oh 


benefit of individuals, but 5 
now, with great propriety _ 

and juſtice, reſumed and in- 
corporated with the Nbg as 


revanides:1. . . dee mee de, 


vo 


. 


3 eee 


the monopoly of Cajaab Wazeed, | protected 
by a duty of between 40 and 50 hen cent. 
on imported or foreign ſalt &, under the 
Mogul Government, may be inveſtigated; 
and-, Britiſh: monopoly or revenue may be 
both. inveſtigated and controlled; but the 


Britiſb accounts having confounded ground 


rent, manufacture, and trade, the general 
balance of profit or loſs has been aſcertain- 
ed by oppoſing groſs. receipts: to groſs diſ- 
burſements; and the reſult will thereby 
appear as follows : for the firſt two or three 


years, after the aguifsien of Ft De- 


N „Bund from the ant th Nozin, „me 


on Salt. & 95 1 oy FLEE a J 7 . . 7 30 | 


SS”; 
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wanee the profits of ſalt reuenue were 

about 130, oo, in 1775-6 che charges ex- 

ceeded the receipts 25001 ;z and ſubſequent 

to the reſumption of che rights of the ſtate 

a 1780 the ot We * | 
1 

The W _ actinic abjeAion 


do the preſent ſalt monopoly need not lead 


us to the controverſies of Mr. Haſtings and 
Nur. Francis previous to 1780. Mr. Haft- 
inge admitted, that the changes in depart- 
ments had given great advantages to the ar- 
tiſices of individuals; that the intricacy of 
accounts,” hy ſucceſſiue transfer of ſalt 
cil, from them to the Governor and Coun- 


that the defective ſyſtem of ſales had occa- 
ſioned great loſſes, and that the import of 
coalt ſalt had thereby ariſen to great extent ; 
that the meaſure of the Commercial Board 


to check the import of  falt, by glutting 
dhe market with the nm 3 JG produce 


#/ Ninth Report; Select mmittee, 178g, Appen- 
dix gt. Mr, Heiter Minute, 19 Sep. x78: 


1 $63 J 
at one time, equally affected the ittpdrt ut 
che manufacture; and when he propoſed 
che reforty in 1780, the Culrurta Committee 
could not let the {alt Mahats wy capt 
' 6.07 War mn 10 Hong PLHIOD 16117 3 — 

It is evident that the advances Hex outlay 
for the manufacture is beyond the ſcale of 
private adventure, and the fupply of ſo 
neceffary an article ought not to depend 
on chance ; when the confumption of a 
country can be eſtitated, it is oBvious 
that a provident Government will pro. 
an exceſs, to be able at all times, to diſtri» 
bute the falt at ealy prices to the inland dif- 
tricts. The checks ſeem obvious; — if 
Government, to {ave advances and charges, 
maiifactures leſs ſalt than the eſtimated de- 
mand of the country, and falls the reduced 
quantity at an advanced price, it realiſes 
the revenue, ut defrauds the country; the 
quantum of the extortion will appear on 
the fate of the accounts: if the proper 
quantity is manufactured and "averaged 
through the country, che temptation to 
diſtreſs the frontier diftrits, by exporting 
inland the falt intended for home conſump- 
ot,” can be checked by judicious diftribus 


003 
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Pays and; the export. ſbould. be under the 
control and on the account. of Govern- 
ment, not. raſ Y to be extended. In no 
political vie can it be policy to abandon 
the internal conſumption of Bengal to a pre- 
carious ſupply; and we, muſt remember 
mexchants have leſs intereſt in the ſupply 

of the country than the Company, and 
will not be content with leſs profit. If 
ſalt ſhall, be raiſed to 4 or 5. rupees fer 
Maund, angel bg. from ignorant or corrupt 


mi ent, and is eaſily corrected; 
but the extortion of, merchants, is not.cafily 
_ diſtinguiſhed, from natural ſcarcity by an 
improvident or ignorant Government, and 
855 cannot be controlled x 1thout much inveſti- 
| gation, and jndgement, even when inquiry 
e with are aud hr POIs, 
Sr u Sig 98s br ki 96 VIII 
As 0 the other articles pf .manopaly, 
Saltßeire and Opium, they; ſtand on very 
different Srounds: their produce do not 
matexially affect the country or the revenue, 
and natwithſtanding it may be true that the 
diſtrict of Patna. furniſhes three fourths, 
and Purneah and Oude the remaining fourth 


part of the e e Mel * Com- 


> 2 - 


wat , + 


1 \ 


(7) 
pany, it is not to be "thought that it tight 
not be obtained itr othier parts of the coun- 
try; and it muſt be conſidered a mono- 
poly" in "the unh dr, the e 


at the 8 of he Coral by Which 


1 mean, that the tertitorial revenue need 


not necefſarily make advances” for tllis 


ſpecies of produce from the ſ6il, but mere. 
ly to pay tenants after fulfilling their en- 


gagetnents according to contract: thus the 


advances of Government ſhould be limited 
to the manufacture of doth; falt, and pro- | 
quce of grain; all other articles ought 
not, and are not taketi in kind; but whit 
cultivated, the aſſeſſed rent in Eoin ſhould 
be ſubſtituted to the legal and cuſtomaty 


tender of the portion of rb pomp (Tt 


Saupe, \anbefrty- will Wan 


article of importance to the Company, 
boch for the ſupply of the Indian eftabliſh- 
ment, and for its import” to Europe. The 


regular repleniſhing of Government ſtores, 


by the Company, may be chade in let 
FINER and the ſuperabitilinee may be 


ene n bange ae tat 999. 263 
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bold ta profit; ag a, cm ereial concern, the 
above, conſtant demand will be a, ſuffigient 
_ encouragement; without the aidiof rigorous 
2 of competition, in the inland 
Market. The compariſon, of German, and 
Kngliſþ powder. ſhews. the difference. of a 
ſupply. by contract, partly paid. in damaged 
powder, or by manufacture in the labora» 
ingredients cannot be evaded. The regular 
tives could ſupply. any quantity on timely 
ſhould remain more than others under the 
control of the Government; and in this view 
the right to monqpoby, founded on uſage, 
qught to be/gxerciſed prin rcum- 


dance 0b YY- >) 10 + Iva 37 


Azto Opium, | bu den BA Kan 
:ofdluce, of the, article, in, Bengnl, and alſo 
- alkthe. produce of Quge,,/is ſubjeRed-to.the 

Company's monopaly, the Fiaier's. Opium 
will open.evaſions; and therefore it appears 
better ta give vp a monopol which ſanctions 


improper. interference in the cultivation of 
the country, than to extend its influence. 


* 


\ 
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TFhe Commiſſioners authoriſed: by parlia- 
meim, will not overlook this obvious con- 
fideration : they will alſo trace the degree 
of its importance as an article of euport 

from Bengal, and of import im the markets 

to which it is ſent. I only endeavour to 
demonſtrate the neceſſity of accurate inveſ- 
tigation, and am ſatisfied that my inquiries 
authoriſe this concluſion; that every ar- 
ticle of management may be reduced to 
very ſimmplo and practicable rule, but that 
the inequality of offices, and inequalities of 

aſſeſſmnents unnceeſſarily maintained, are 

the fources of oorruption and abuſe. I 

have endeavourcd to trace principles, and 

to ſnew their oonſequences when reduced 

to practice ; ii wih be neteffary therefore 
collector of revenues, whether -Zemindar 

or covenanted ſervant, in the "Bras as 

well as Mogul ſyſtem, ought be! by a 

per centage; that collections be as re- 
gularly divided, in extent of income and in. 
trouble, as poſſible; and that the arrange: 
ment of collections need not confuſe tre 
rights not tenure of any Pottab- holder, or 
Neyus : that the agents ſuperintending the 


- | 


| Ire of cloth or falt, might alſo be 
Fama paid by a per centage; but that 
the quantum of the per centage, whether 
equal in all, or varied in the different 
branches of revenue as at preſent, muſt be 
the reſult of deliberate conſideration, as 
muſt alſo the diſtribution of inſpection 
of ſuperiour Boards. I conceive that a 
landed revenue Board might control all the 
ciollections of territorial revenue, and the 
commercial branches, in which advances 
are neceſſary; for where manufactures can 
be beſt promoted; an inveſtment agent 
might be appointed: where falt is the 
manufacture, a falt agent might be appoin- 
ted; and where there is no manufacture, 
advances to the Reyut muſt be made by the 
Zemindur, or the collector. The conſign- 
ment of goods and the trade, both import 
and export, might become a /fimplified ſyſ- 
tem, under the head of foreigu import and 
export; for no inland tratde, according to 
ſuch plan, would be ſubjectedto Goemment | 
taxes, except ſalt and grain; the one ope- 
rating as an exciſe by the ſale of ſalt, and 
the other as a provident regulation to avert 
famine and eneourage agriculture, by the 


1 56 J 


management of publie gratiaries,) and the 
reguhtion of Bazars, on certain repart of 


the cieumſtances of the country; and re- 


corded evidenoe of the ſupply of grain in 
every” diſtrict. . It is no wander Gdvern- 
ment» has been | puzzled, andi that orators 


have not found limits to their imagerꝝ 
Merchants, who are oppreſſed with vexa· 


tious- reſtriftions/in the branches of trade 
which are left to them, are not unlikely 


| CN ny 


he preſent! act and (direQors,' muſt inveſti- 
— and diſcriminate real from artificial 


grievance, and draw the line of policy and 


juſtice: by ſome repreſentations it might 
| beſippoſed, that: the-prokibitioidiofciudpnct 


of (coaſt ſalt, was a prohibition of the rice 
trade. A zealoùs advocate for the encour-· 


agemeut of agriculture in Bengal, admits 


that under the diſcouragement of the ex- 


port of grain freighted in veſſels which re- 
turn empty from the coaſt, the corn trade 
has produced, one year with another, 20 
per cent profit V. We have known che ex- 


dent to which the Berga! Werber 


— . 
e ang nene MST ut ot 1nd 


e 's 9 definite Kanes pedo -210! L 
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| forded rico tothe coaſt in 27821 and E have 


heard that the price of rice roſe in 175863 


on am embargo being laid on its exportas 


uon. The danger of letting in Euviofean 


_  fpeculation- uncontrolled into. inland trade, 


may be eridenced by the con ſequences of the 


_ was then advanced pe cent. higher tu 
price than it had bern during the real fa- 
mine of 171. If Government is dithey 
ghotant or corrupt, the people — 
— CA BEA n real e 


. 38 
Into! -* Sol ery oitiihr bo No 


| \ Having bent, bebe anion 


0 ont crion of furanciał and commercial in- 
tereſts of Britiſd India, E muſt not omit to 


tate} that a ſubſerviency of the intereſts of 


evramnerce to the politica limits of the | 
Company's ſettlement at Calcutta, felf- 
erected into an independent kingdom, 


formed part of the phantorn which vaniſh- 
| ed when the veil was: dran from Fidiun 


pelities. The artificiab denommiation - of - |» 


. port and export to and from Caſcurta by 
| Aipping, and the impest and [export by 


boats to and from Calcutta inland, to en- 


groſs, according tv: ee tancks, all the 


Partial inundatien in 1787 in Bengal; rice 3 


[Um] | 
cxaipns of which: Eurofieamand: Mogyl 
practice could affard; a procedent, proved 
unprafitable to the Company, and cannot 
be maintained in any degree under the 
preſent act. I, have: inſerted: the! rr nus 
regulations of Tippen Sultaun to guide our 
view of a native government, from my 
ſuy of reducing his government to definite 
rule, a Bnitiſi Parliament will not be ſatiſ- 
fied with, emulating his juſtice, but will 
alſo avert his oꝑpreſſion. The', coaſting 
trade of Britiſh! India might. be extended to 
conſiderahle importance; it was but tho 
other day that Tillleberry was to be aban» 
daned : and our preſent more - extended 
praſpects of benefit from the Malaban 
coaſt did not ariſe from the commercial 
Views. of Directors or Government, but 
from the honourable principle of Lord 
Carntuailis, Who wOuld not deſert the Car- 
gee Najab. And notwithſtanding Cur war 
and Mangalure remain to Tappoo, and we. 

| have not a port ſouth of Bombay, a provi- 
dent uſe of the coaſt ſouti of Mount:Delbi 
will amply repay the protection of the 


„ 

e ere e rare produce of Cor- 

gee, and che ſouthern branches of its river 
2 chrough the >Cheriche/- country 
Catiete, therefore Ralahamam, or the 
= Giey;iunight again acquire more than 

nominal greatneſs, and the produce of the 
country, now carried over land to NMI. 
\ cherry; might, with many other artieles, 
be conveyed by water. On the fame prin- 
eiple of local convenience, Beypoun has the 
A dyvantage of Calicut; and formerly che 
Tami dominions ſupplied the dock 
yard at Bombay with the heſt timber for 
building and maſts. Among the favourable 

22 of commercial ſpeculation opened 
to Britiſi India may be reckoned. the decay 
of Too commerce, who. poſſibly was 
adviſed to imitate the Company's late fluc- 
tuating policy and monopoly. It has been 
" © obſerved by a gentleman well informed, 
that Tippoo, er has loft half 
of the revenue from commerce which his 
father received; for Hyder Ally concurred 
in Tippoo's political opinion of the pro- 
priety of checking European trade, to 
cat merchants; and he loaded the com- 
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ceded e 


a conſiderable income: but fince' 3782 the 


u ew —— 


both bf Mount Delhi, he — 
have monopoliaed the Pepper aud: Cu- 
mum, and left the other articles open to 
all traders paying heavy duties. Unter 
Tippoo's policy, his father's monopoly 
would be maintained at the ſmalleſt ex- 


pence, by lowering the ſalaries of the ina · 5 


nagers at the ports of export, and their 
neceſſities would oblige: them to participate 
in the abuſes which their duty directed 
them to check and if they realiſed the 
limited monopoly on behalf of Tpva, they 


would monopolize all the other articles on 


their own account in the name of native 
merchants; at firſt by arbitrary duties on 
the trade of others, balancing their official 
accounts, and exempting their on oon- 


abſolutely veſt in their hands; and the trade 


would be abandoned; and when no part 


of the open trade 2 'the Govern- 


commerce has been totally ſunk; and:with 


af: e A le re eee ue ee 
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benefit of the officera, and ptobably, by 
| _ ſingular connivance with natives or ſo- 
| reignera, ſcarcely ſufficirut profit yrould = 
| he-{pared 40 the foyereigh to enube him 
inſtanced in the Company s former ſyſtem; 
but the preſent act, properly * exerciſed; 
outs up the ſource of chis evil; the parti- 
cipatian of ne cannot. be maintained 
downwards,” and the nen and comyic- - 
tion is ſumplified; there is, however, only 
our plain and honeſt way of managing this 
department, which will apply to all others: 
232i a ſalaty adequate to the truſt to the 
officers neceſſarily eſtabliſhed; ſubject all 
5 articles of import or export to equal privi- 
llege or to equal duty. in all the Brin 
ports of dia; che duty on goods imported 
by che Company ſhould be brought to ac- 
count with vouchers, as well as private ad- 
venture; an luſpector General of imports 
and exports ſhould annually make up the 
general account of all the ſettlements to 
de ſent home by the Governor General. 


— 


[ 7s 3 
The Company's commerce would not be 


more burthened than it is at preſent, but 


the accounts wpuld check fraud, and regiſ- 
ter the actual ſtate of the commerce. But 


to ſuppoſe that a couatry can, proſper, un- 
der monopoly of all its produce, or that 


officers will, give up the prĩme of 7 8480 
out the- hopes of earning Aa reaſonabl le in⸗ 
come. for their latter days, cannot enter 
into the contemplation of Commiſtiqners 
or of. Parliament, conſequently. the whole 
f 7 e commercial eſſabliſhments muſt be 


carefully, but liberally, conſidered, and con- 


nected with the general ſyſtem : it will be 

difficult, for theoriſts to e 

more e to . pu rpoſe than 5 

which - 'have obtai gl gp fanc- 
it 
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whatever eludet, thou A it may not 1 55 
ſubvert, the Jaws , Company thought 
it "necellary to ae very arbitrary rules, 
which they promulgated f in general or- 

175 ders - 5 to narrow the appeat 6 of coyenatited 

\ ſervants" to juſtice, denouncing | Immediate 
difmiſſion from their ſervice to every ſer- 
vant who ſhould go to "Europe to inſtitute a 
ſuit, or ſeek redreſs for grievances: : and 
had the covenanted ſervants, according to 
theſe orders, remitted their complaints, 

perhaps through the very perſon com- 

plained of, no rule or period was limited 
for their expectation of the determination 
of _ Dieler. In 785 the Directors 


. © Videpage 0 tf neg. 
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not 1 informed the governments in In- | 


dia that if . copies of any papers, correſ- 
pondanee or records, ſhall be diſcovered 


with any perſons not warranted to have 


them, at home or abroad, we ſhall take 


meaſures; to diſcover by What menns the 


communications Have been made, and alf. 
miſs from our ſervice thoſe. who ſhall have. 


made ſuch communication,” bnt alſo de | 


nounced the ſevereſt tokens of !dafpleas . 


ſure to thoſe who diſobeyed their order” 4 


diſcontinue unreſerved corre ſpondanoe wi 


1 5 eee r affairs.” We) 10 5 


gt i 164 YI ion er 
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* 


ted that the act of 1784 could not bei ins 


veloped and executed in myſtery; Jo che 


cords of the Company were opened- * at 5 0 


committees, and their contents made the. 


ſubject of parliamentary debate. Mr. Macs I | 


pberſen's recorded opinion was quoted o þ 

Mr. Franc. ſhould be particularly 
happy to ſee the Committee in a Capacity. 
to execute theſe 1 important duties, indẽpen- 
a of that pore N aa ne 
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authority of 2 native Dewan, or, in plain 
| Engl/b, native Chancellor of the Exche. 


Auer. The opinion on which this expec- 
tation was founded was referred to in the 
Houſe, ſoon after its arrival in Europe, by 
a Member of the Board of Control *, and 
choſe who got acceſs to Mr. Grant 's analy- 
ſis of the revenues of Bengal were encou- 
raged to proceed, by being informed in 
the firſt page, that evidence of the miſ- 
YT mn of natives had been kept 
back, and the ſtale excuſe of the troubles 
of Caſim Alli had ill then been accepted as 
| an apology for. withholding vouchers ; and 
that * the act of 1984 may be conſidered 
ttuely as the great charter of rights, if not 
to the whole body of national repreſenta · 
tives in fa, at leaſt to all Eat. India ſub- 
Jects of Great Britain, who enjoy the in- 
eſtimable advantage of living under a de- 
legated ſway, thus tempered for the firſt 
time in Hindgſtan, with the mildeſt influ- 
ones of 2855 aer diſtribute 3 ju- 
a up | ey 
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- The law as yet ſeems only Sy 
as to the neceſſary reſponſible agents be- 
tween the Prince and the peaſant for ma- 
naging Zemindary or landed intereſts of the 
ſtate, reſtoring right and juriſdiction in all 


their plenitude according to the conſtitu- 


tion of Iadia; every hint to aſcertain the 
nature and mode of management, former 
and actual amount of the eſtabliſhed re- 
venue of the Soubah of Bengal, will be 
bees wh with the BUNGE of the _ 

Pe. mne in wor; bad eee * 

his note * concerning the tenure by which 
de Reyuts of Hindyan hold their poſſeſ- 
ſions, © although it be a point extremely 
intereſting, as the future ſyſtem of Bruiſb 
finance in | India appears to hinge in an 
eſſential degree upon it, perſons well ac- 

uainted with the ſtate of India have not 
F wr able thoroughly to make up their 
winds upon "this Oey 4 re 
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the opinion of che Committee of Revenue, 
compoſed of perſons eminent for their 
abilities, leans to a concluſioh againſt the 
hereditary right of the Zemindars in the 
ſoil, yet the Supreme Council, in 1786, 
declined, for good reaſons, to give any de- 
cifive judgement on a ſubject of ſuch, mag- 
nitude. This note was ſent to the preſs 
before 1 had it in my power to peruſe 
Mr. Rouſe's ingenious and inſtructive diſ- 
ſertation concerning! the/landed, property. of 
Bengal; in it he adopts an opinion con- 
trary to that of Mr. Grant, and maintains, 
With that candor and liberality of ſenti- 
ment which are always conſpicuous, where 
there is no other object than the diſcovery 
of truth, that the Z emindars poſſeſs their 
landed property by hereditary right.“ In 
the former part of this note, that learned 
and much lamented hiſtoriographer to His 
Majeſty had ſtated, that the Monarchs 
of India were the ſole proprietors! « of land, 
& aſſerted in moſt explicit terms by the 
| ancients: the people (ſay they) pay a land 
tax to their Kings ey WOO is 
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regal property. This was notipecular to 
: — all the great monarchies of the 
Eaft che ſole property of land er 
veſted in the Sovereign as lord paramount.“ 
After being apprized of tlie publication by 
the Secretary of the Board of Control, he 
Waves giving an opinion: Did I poſſeſs 
ſuck:knowledge; either: of the ſtate of India 
or of the ſyſtem of. adminiſtration eſta- 
bliſhed there, as would be raquiſite for 
comparing theſe different theories, and de- 
ference, the ſubject of my reſearches does 
not tender it neceſſary to enter into ſuch a 
| diſquiſition. tr br fond ve nne 
VIA te 15 Han the 1106-189 
The ſupplemental: information on which 
Dr. Robertſon's opinion, waved in oppoſition 
to his own reſearches,” have been demon- 
ſtrated in the preceding pages to be un- 
founded; and it does not appear that he 
was correctly informed of the judgement 
fortned in 1786. He might even have had 
W to the Directors' letter . as 12th 
Stern ett nd: eee n 
eee dens p. 10 0. Baden, dete, lib. | 
WEB Yo notertiim any oil old wt | 
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April, 1786, to the Governor General nd 
Council, without being relieved from his 
perplexity, for it might be read by Sit 
Jahn Macpherſon, the Governor, to whom 
it was addreſſed, as a. complete. explicit 
approbation of the retrenchments ſtated in 
the Bengal inſpection letters, 2 Sth March 
and 31ſt July, 1785, and of the ſyſtem in 
| the revenue letter, iſt Auguſt, 178 5, as 
an acknowledgement of his zal and acti- 
vity, and an aſſurance of a co- operative 
ſupport to Sir John Macpberſon, both from 
the Directors and from the ſuperior admi · 
niſtration, in the moſt liberal and uſeful 
extent, which he had ſolicited in his let- 
ter of the 25th March: it alſo expreſsly 
ſtates that the Committee of Revenue had 
proceeded to ſettlement of B. year 1192, 
nl 78 5, entered in the revenue conſulta- 
| tions, th June; and that the Directors 
had entire ſatisfaction in Sir John Macpher- 
fon's Wr n . nen * 1784. 
F 
© Thoſe who w the dickeren ſyſtems 
650 opinions, and read in the ume letter 
that the bn determination of * Di+ 


rectors were confirmed by Nr. Shore, 
«« whoſe judicious reflections had been pe- 
tuſed with much attenriofi,” and that Mr. 
Franicjs's opinion, in January 1776, is re- 
fetred to in confittnatio of it, wilf not be 
furpriſed that the fatne letter ſhould follow 
up the approbation, with doubts of the 


|  ptopriety of Sir Jahn Macpherſon's inſtrue- 


rior” to the Committee of Revenue to en- 
courage Zemindars to pay their" revenue 
immediately to the Xhalſba, and to rejeft, 
as nugatory, both Sir Joh Macpherſon's - 
plaꝑs to avoid balanees ; the one in Ofo- 

ber, 1783, to appoint a department to col. 
le& balances only; the other in 1583, not 


to rettfit balances without the exprefs order 


of the Directors, but to accept the ſecurity 

of che Zemidary, and legal intereſt on the LE 
amount of the atrears ; the latter judicious 
meaſure; to cur off the traffic of remiſſion - 
or fraudulent BR, in the letter of 
12th April, i8 called, © charging Zemin- 


dat's 1 in arrear with an additional alleſſment 1 


of T2 or 13 per cent: and when the let. 

ter is found finally to conclude with laying 

down the Directors“ principles and rules of 
conſtruction of the act * 1784, and the 


ſteps neceſſary to precede. the execution of 


, 


( * 


the ſyſtem. reſulting. from their reſearches, 
though; entruſted. oſtenſibly to Sir, - iy 


; Macpherſon s integrity, and zeal, ſeem in 


fact intended, as they proved to be, the i in- 
ſtruction to. his ſucceſſor, and to anticipate 

a ſanction to the ſyſtem which Sir Jobn 
Shore, executed immediately after the Arri- 


55 of the Marquis Cornwallis. in India. 
Th 


eſe obſervations I mean to apply, to the 
neceſſity of correct inveſtigation as the 
baſis of comprehenſye control, for the 
purpoſe of ſubſtantial juſtice to the indivi- 
dual, or to the public; the intereſt of an 


individual in a high, ſtation Was here i in- 


volved; but it is unneceſſary for me to 


| complicate the preſeut inveſtigation . with 


the intereſts of individuals. Sir John, Mac- 


pherſon.. had ſucceeded. to, the government 


under the proviſion . of. an exiſting act of 
Parliament; and ahout the date of the 
above-mentioned. letter, A, friend, of Sir 
Jahn Macpherſon 8, then, in Parliament, 


EG who b no claim Lo miniſterial confidence, 
| ſtated his construction of, the act, and in- 


quired whether, Sir 7 Macpherſon was, to 


EPR FR motives of cxpedien 


1 a; * 
or of diſapptobation. Mr. Dundas, in my 


hearing, told the member; that though he 


had-a good opinion of Sir John Macpher: 


fon, and he had recommended him to a 


mark of his Majeſty's favour, he thought 
it his duty to endeavour to ſend to India 
a perſon whom it would be no diſgrace 


to Sir John Macpherſon to make way 


for. An opinion ſo given was no ſtate ſe- 
cret : whence it follows that there was leſs 


management Or conccalment in the Preſi- | 


dent of the Board of Control, than in the 
correſpondence of the Directors. Sir Fohn 
Macpherſon was created a Baronet, June 10, 
1786, Lord Cornwallis : was: appointed 


Governor General, and the defects in his 


appointment were legalized by a ſpecial act 


of Parliament: the defects in Sir John 


Macpherſon” s removal from his Government 


were not legalized, poftibly-Giom the ns 


ſideration, that the ſacrifice of the ſituation 
of an individual, to the public, might ſafely 


be left to the genetoſity of the Company 
and of the Board of Control, who had 


not, on ſuch occaſions, been deficient in 


Juſtice or in liberality., Conſining myſelf, 
therefore, to the public conſideration, © as 


I 
. 
=> : b 
* „ * 
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| connected with | parlianetitary: control; 1 
look to the Directors · Letter of Apri 1786, 
pe gere ne ee nor n 


GI a 
A ee wid OR of the 
— was merely to declare general 


Prineiples for the regulation of their con- 
duct towards natives, not to "introduce a 
wel ſyſtem ; and that the" 39 ch ſection 
of the act required am iniquity © itits the 
caeeuſes and foundations of che complaitits; 
and to ſend orders to redreſs the ſame; con- 
ſiſtent with juſtiee and the euſtoms of the 
country”, | am enabled to trace with 
that comment this conſtruction was _—_ 


m ere . n 


v "Mfr Zoom bn « Wow W 
—— adjadged devoid of 
nad tax; the Brirgh nation voluntarily has 
gtanted a nove} tenure to a elaſs of ſubſects 
who had only a fallacious title to Cyafruct, 
while _ qaonrum depended: e; the jog 
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pot's conſcience *, (for laws between em- 
peror and ſubject are ideal) „ Laws 
and conſtitutions of India is a general ex- 
preſſion. It cannot be ſuppoſed that the 
Britiſh. adminiſtration had then any deter- 


minate rule in view; permanaucy was the 
OV Y and a definite, ſyſtem .“ My 


opinion is, that the Zemindar is indiſputa - 


but a Vaſal or peaſant; who becomes a part 


of his neceſſary property . The Potfabs, 
of my plan are for one year, . confirmable. 
in perpetuity if approved from Great Bri. 
tain. The political ends and pecuniary ad- 
vantages I have already enumerated ; the 
queſtion appears to me rather what ſyſtem 
ſhould be adopted, than what has exaſted 4.” 


In granting Macurrerses, Government 
confers a novel poſſeſſion [“ And Sir 


John Shore obſerved, © that the plan pro- 
poſes nothing ſpecific for the ſecurity of 
the Reywts; but, conſidering the impoſitions 
nn 84 "_ been Weng will got. 


einne 
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ſome be neceſſary in the commencement 7 

The operation of the prineiple in time will, 
I doubt not, be a ſufficient ſecurity, and 
perhaps the plan relies upon this *. Mr. 
Law, to offer ſome analogy to the native 
Pottabs, quotes the origin of copyholds 
the common law of which cuſtom is the 

life . And Sir 70h Shore appears ſatis- 

ied, that the New Dewanne ( courts, by 

a limitation to ten or more years, will gra- 
dually decide all inferior rights, and __ 

Ames fix . every tenure” an bf 

— e i b „er LY Wing 

* br part of my ieee to OY 
tigate how far deviation of individuals from 
their duty, has eluded control, ſince the 
year 1784. It can be no reflexion on Go- 
vernment, if particular inſtances of pri- 
vate peculation or breach of duty, ſhall be 
traced in individuals; for to ſuppoſe, that 
none have exiſted, is to ſuppoſe all mankind 
honeſt; but the integrity of the Governor 
General is above ſuſpicion; and where the 
ſource is pure, the avg, munen to 
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which it extends progreſſively, muſt par- 


take of its purity; and for the credit of 
che Company's ſervice, the moſt rigid in- 


veſtigation of the worſt periods proves, that 


che abuſes in India have nat ariſen from a 
general depravity or diſhonour of the Com- 
pany's Britiſh covenanted Servants; but from 


the abuſe of power and peculation in ſome 
of the higher departments: and this ſe- | 


curity will always remain to the natives of 


Britiſb India, that young men of good birth 


and education, will carry out go princi- 
ples, and until, encouraged in extrava- 
gance, they give themſelves up to a natiye 


Banyan, avowedly to participate of an abuſe 
of power without conſidering} the objects 
of rapacity, from common Hritiſb ſenti- 
ment they will abſtain from the miſerable 
gleanings and ſhabby, plunder of an op- 
preſſed tenantry: but when bad ſyſtem 


ſhall have pampered up a Nabob or à Zemin- 


dar beyond his moſt extravagant preten- 


ſions, the magnitude of the prize will. 
baffle every check to diſunite nene 
from Briegfh e 7 bo 205 
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The compariſon which+b have. made, 
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esel Mr. Dundaz's' ob- 
ſervation, and, if I may gueſs, not having 
e eee opal his private ſenti- 
ments, it tended to induce him to diſcover 
the baſis of his opinion and ſyſtem more 
1 his duty to the public and official 
documents, connected with his annual re- 
— Parliament, required. The volume, 


| | Publiſhed this year by his permiſſion, is 


evidence of the miniſterial inveſtigations of 


he Board, and of the difficulty of digeſting 


voluminous official documents, or of con- 
necting parliamentary reports and private 


information. If 1 have been encouraged 


Wo. 4 its peruſal to overrate my own opinion, 
I certainly ſhould not have brought it for- 
ward to the public eye, if Mr. Dundas had 
not overrated the proſperity of the natives 


of | Britifh India, and, by the preceding 


extracts f from his ſpeech *, he had not ſtated 
to Parliament bis belief, that no extraordi- 
mary neceſſiy now exiſted of protecting the 
| maſs of native ſubjects in Britiſb India from 
oppreſſion. What farther ſhall be ſtated 

in illuſtration of the benefit of parliamen- 


5 = y 
ee Introduction, page 111. 
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| tary. control, will -kis dn PORT | 
_ gation and correction of the error which 1 
remarked * to have been adopted by Mr 
Dundas: but fortunately nothing in the WE 
proſent act appears to /eſtabliſh- or confirm 
it, The curſory, obſervations which 1 
made in the introdudtory pages, were ſuch 
ag occurred after peruſing Mr. Dundas 
ſpeech, and the third chapter of a Short 
Hiſtory of the Eaft-India Company + ; they 
were printed before I ſaw the ſupplemental 
or 15th. chapter, in the ſecond edition fs 
are inſerted. ' The queſtion as between 
reſpect to the property of the town, port, 


and diſtrict af Maſulepatam ; and alſo in 


reſpect to the Narthern Circars, on the ct 

_ of Coromandel, ſtated and diſeuſſed, by a 
gentleman ſo reſpectable, and his argument 

aan Ron ee eee mee | 
8:06 . $7, 2 

„ Bir f the Fouad cue as 

Balkan Propricor, Feb. 1793. | 


+ Short Hiſtory, &c. ad edit. F. R. 1793. | Francis 
Ruſſell, W 
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Pltkanient id be of — 
tude; and having exceeded the limits I 
had originally given to my inveſtigation, 
Lam induced to make ſome reference to 
the hiſtory of thoſe) treaties which/are'now 
ſo pathetically recommended to the faith of 
Great Britain, and ſo nearly connected with 
the eee, aft 105 n of | Brit 2 
| ne ce Paid dne 5 
| 49 4. 4.x ad AX art? lo a | 
It is not tor wi rep of noniidaring 
Fa principle or practice of humanity and 
honour, that I bring forward theſe ſubjects. 
In the plans for Britzſi India, we have a 
guiſhed by his Letters on Poland, with the 
circumſtances; of which country he was 
converſant, having educated the King! of 
Poland's nephew, when he was engaged by 
| Lord: North to unràvel the L principle i by 
which India could be connected with Great 
Britain, was obliged to confeſs, that the op- 
poſite ſtatements and diſputes, which divi- 
ded the various parties in England and India, 
were meme, Mr. n ed 
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or bis abiliey and character to thẽ moſt 
confidential truſts by Mr. Dundas, having 
been engaged tò proſecute the ſame re- 
ſeateh; has ſhie w much ability in ſelefting, 
out of the chaos of records, an appearance 
of ſyſtem; but the circumſtances of the 

natives, and of the Exglis, at the periods 
under confideratisn/'do' not Juſtify the con- : 
cluſtons, and the ethical arr: ts in 
which he appests te be durtibriſed* by off 
cial records. To ſubſtitute a perfect ſyſtem 
would requite more ability than I am po. 
ſefled of; and the inforftiatien relative to 
Britifh India, as yet, is not ſufficiently. diſ- 


unc to aſſume the form ef a perfect ſyſ- 


tem. This object can only be attained by 
aſcertaftitg the wart oireumoRtanices of Great 
Britain and of Briib India; deductions 
ariſing from paſtexperienceʒ at any rate, will 
prove ſafer" guides than ſpeculative ſtate- 
ments and ſpeculative” opitions © Iparticu- 
larly when a neglect of known principles 
is required, previous to the admiſſion of 
the new theories. | 


In the firſt place, therefore, I ſhall ex- 
amine how far humanity and honour can 
ST 


. 
N beapplied to Brih: udis from precadent, 
which will oondect what is megefſary £0: ad- 
due in poſition to Ma Brues and to Mr. 
Ruſſall on chis point. I ſhall be led 30 4 
More diffuſe and general xeviews bythe ob- 
ſotyations Which avife Sram contemplating 


de extent of Mr., Null, 3 4 
 *  thould; have looked. on this ſubect .w 
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great delicacy, if this gentleman's — 
from his: public ſituation and communica- 
kiogs, had not, in aH ̃a e ſpects, defervedly 
gieat weight in tha publie eſti mation ʒ and 
i there. did not appeara conſiderable degree 
of ſyſtematie pertinapitꝭ in keeping afloat 
a queſtian pregnant with miſchisf. to the 
natives, derogatory t chegrighüs b of the 
Rate; and, jumy.opinian, nt founded on a 
revie of the proceedings of Parliament, 
or of 4xoating, and grants, y whichs: de jure 
© facie, the rights of che Cen ſtand para- 

| ee charter, of ne 
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